
 
 
 

 

 

 

THE WINDOW 

First Presbyterian Church 

Hendersonville, TN    

November 2021 

Dear Friends, 
 
How do you out run God?  Jonah answers this question for us.  God calls Jonah to go 
and preach to the great and wicked city of Nineveh.  These people were the arch ene-
mies of Israel.  God sends the prophet Jonah to preach the good news to his enemies.  
Jonah decides to reject God’s invitation and sail in the opposite direction.  It was not 
long until God shows up in a huge storm that threatens to rip apart the ship.  All the 
sailors are praying for help.  Finally, the truth surfaces.  God is after Jonah.  After some 
discussion, they throw Jonah overboard and the storm subsides.   
 
The text tells us God provided a huge fish to swallow up Jonah (1:17).  From inside the 
whale, Jonah prays to God.  “I called to the Lord out of my distress, and he answered 

me; out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and he heard my voice.  You cast me into the deep, in to the heart of the 
seas, and the flood surrounded me; all your waves and your billows passed over me” (2:1-3).  Do you think 
Jonah wished he made a better decision?  He had three days to think about it. 
 
Then, God delivers him to the place Jonah was supposed to go.  Jonah preaches, the city repents, and they are 
saved.  It must be the shortest, most powerful sermon in history, “Forty-days more, and Nineveh shall be over-
thrown!”  It sounds more like a title.  It works and God decided to not destroy Nineveh.  It is not till the forth 
chapter that we find out why Jonah did not want to deliver God’s message.   He knows God is a gracious God 
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love (4:2).  He did not want God to save his enemies.  
They did not deserve God’s love. 
 
Have you ever tried to out run God?  Maybe sail in the opposite direction?  The Jonah story has a few lessons 
for us. 
 
First, even though Jonah was sailing away from God, he could not get beyond God’s providence.  He tells the 
sailors, “I worship the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.”   Even as Jonah thinks he is escap-
ing God’s call on his life, he is still worshipping God and knows his God made the sea and dry land.  If we be-
lieve God is the maker of heaven and earth (Psalm 124:8), then there is no where we can escape God.  Jonah 
has nowhere to go and neither do we, since God is in all creation.   
 
Secondly, during his long-weekend in the fish, Jonah worships God.  “As my life was ebbing away, I remem-
bered the Lord; and my prayer came to you, into your holy temple.”  No matter what difficulty we are facing 
or how devastating our situations, we can pray and God hears us, even in the depths of the sea.  Nothing blocks 
our prayer signal to God. 
 
Thirdly, Jonah does not want God to be merciful to the Ninevites.  There are times we will not understand 
what God is doing in our world.  Maybe most of the time.  God’s grace and mercy are beyond our understand-
ing.   
 
Can you outrun God?  Jonah tries to outrun God and never leaves God’s presence.  The same is true with us.  
May we learn to trust in God’s endless love every day.   
 
Love and Prayers,        



**************************************************************************************** 

Padre Pio was born in 1887, in Pietrelcina, Italy.  At age 15, he took the vows 
and habit of the Friars Minor Capuchin.  After his ordination, Catholics believe 
he received the stigmata (marks on the body corresponding to Christ’s crucifix-
ion).  During World War I, he served as a chaplain in the Italian Medical Corp.  
After the war, there were false accusations about him from some jealous Catho-
lics.  The Pope suspended him from saying public mass and hearing confessions.  
However, after two years Pope Pius XI reversed the suspension saying he was 
badly informed.     
 
 

 My past, O Lord, to Your mercy; my present, to Your love; my future to Your providence. 

 Prayer is the best weapon we have; it is the key to God’s heart.  You must speak to Jesus not only with 
your lips, but with your heart.  In fact on certain occasions you should only speak to Him with your heart. 

 Joy, with peace, is the sister of charity.  Serve the Lord with Laughter. 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Thanksgiving is coming soon, and the Missions Ministry Unit is planning to collect items for Thanksgiving 
Baskets for Community Child Care again this year.  We also plan to provide a few Christmas baskets for 
Lakeside Park Elementary School.  Our goal is to provide 25-30 baskets of food.  Community Child Care is a 
nonprofit childcare center for working parents whose income falls below a certain level.  Many parents cannot 
afford to provide a special Thanksgiving meal for their family without assistance.  The Mission Unit is provid-
ing the meat but needs help with the following items.   Please place your food items in the collection box at the 
side entrance.   If you are not attending church in-person or unable to drop off items, please contact the church 
office or Eva Dye at 615-559-3860 to arrange a porch pick-up of items.  Donations are welcome as well, and 
volunteers can shop on your behalf!  The deadline for items is November 21. 
 

  

  

  

 

 Canned Sweet Potatoes 

 Cranberry Jelly 

 Pumpkin Pie Mix 

 Boxed Pie Crust 

 Stuffing Mix 

 Cornbread Mix 

 Canned or Jar Gravy 

 Green Beans 

 Canned Corn 

Good News Amazon Shoppers! 

Reminder:  First Presbyterian Church signed up as a charitable 
organization through Amazon Smile.  This allows you to shop 
and help First Presbyterian Church at the same time.  When you 
make purchases through Amazon Smile, Amazon will donate 
0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the charity of your 
choice!  If you want Amazon to donate to First Presbyterian 
Church, you will need to start each shopping session at the URL 

smile.amazon.com and select FPC as your designated charity.  It’s 
that simple, You Shop, Amazon Gives. 

 



**************************************************************************************** 

 
 
 

 

The Property Committee is responsible for maintaining our church buildings and grounds, managing capital, 
improvement projects, and generally ensuring a safe and healthy worship environment. Members serving on 
this committee are Ched Yearout, Charles Batey, and David Abbott. Ched’s and Charles’ contributions are 
greatly appreciated.  Both have extensive facilities knowledge, and are hands-on, diligent workers. 
 
Hopefully you’ve noticed some of the projects completed already this year.  
 
The Session Room has been expanded, painted, and new floors have been installed. A sound attenuating fold-
ing partition was installed to provide flexibility for the use of the space.  Also, new luxury vinyl tile flooring 
has been installed in the second-floor hallway. 
 
The Sanctuary windows needed much attention.  They have now been cleaned, scraped, and painted.  And to 
protect them from the weather, new storm windows are presently being fabricated, and will be installed this 
Fall. Professional window cleaners  will  clean the  windows just prior to the storm window installation. Addi-
tionally, Martin Hall and the Day School hallways have been painted.   
 
To protect against water leak damage, temperature and water sensors have been installed.   
 
We were requested to have bids submitted for a chair lift to be installed in the stairwell on the south side of the 
sanctuary.  Upon review of the bids, a recommendation was made, and approved by Session. The lift was in-
stalled on October 13, with required State Inspection pending.  This will make the second floor more accessi-
ble to all.   
 
The 10 Ton heat and air unit in the rear of the church died on us recently.  Competitive bids were received, and 
the Session approved the funds to replace.  Installation was completed in October. 
 
After 13 years of service, our custodian, Chuck Adamson resigned.  This prompted a decision to be made as to 
whether to hire another custodian or employ a cleaning service. We went the route of the cleaning service.  So 
far, this is working out nicely.  Please contact the committee if you see areas that need to be improved. 
 
In the coming weeks we will review maintenance and projects requirements for 2022 and develop and submit a 
budget to support these needs. 
 
 It is our pleasure to serve and help preserve our beautiful church. 

 

Quest A/C installing a new 10-ton unit at the church last month! 



A prayer for the second summer in a pandemic by Jay Blossom 

Creator of the stars of night: 
You time the seasons and the tides, 

You set the planets in the sky, 
You water the earth with refreshing rain, 

And bless us day by day with moonrise and sunset. 
 

Give us, we pray, renewed appreciation for your handiwork. 
Whether at home or away, grant us zeal to love our neighbors, 

to lift the downcast and to encourage the faint-hearted. 
 

Redeemer of a suffering world: 
You see our sins and frailties with unblinking eye, 

You mourn our petty jealousies and unchecked greed, 
You weep at our hard-hearted tolerance for injustice, 

And offer yourself as our guide, our friend and our savior. 
 

Make us, we ask, into your hands and feet. 
As we forge new connections and repair old ones,  

empower us to serve Christ, live Christ and 
be Christ wherever we may be. 

 
Sanctifier of the faithful: 

You bless our celebrations and longed-for reunions, 
our birthdays and graduations, our childbirths and weddings. 

You meet your children at postponed funerals, 
at the bedsides of the sick and in the lonely hours. 

You transform turmoil into peace, 
And dry every tear-filled eye. 

 
Refine us and purity us, we beg, 

strengthening us to become more wholly your people, 
Loving and beloved, forgiving and forgiven, 
caring and cared for, life-giving and alive. 

 
And at all times, and in all places, draw us ever closer to you, 

the author and finisher of our faith, who lives forever and ever. 
 

Amen. 

**************************************************************************************** 

Games, food, and devotion twice a month! 

We meet the 1st and 3rd Sundays right after worship 

November 7th & 21st, 11:00-12:30. 



 

 
 

Richard & Judy Wallis Dick & Barbara Brooks and Tony Williams 

Camden Pettit Ian & Nolan Pettit 

Earl, Morgan & Avery Linn Kevin, Cara, Jordan & Margaret Suhr 



Y.T.D. = September 2021 
Revenue     $ 223,602.80 
Expenses    $ 237,765.73     
Shortfall     $- 14,162.93 

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayed for congregational members  

 Approved minutes from September 20 and action via email 

 Approved committee reports 

 Including $7,000 for streaming worship services out of 
the Memorial Reserve account  

DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS—NOVEMBER 
 
November 1   -  John 14 
November 2   -  John 15 
November 3   -  John 16 
November 4   -  John 17  
November 5   -  John 18 
November 6   -  Reflection 
November 7   -  Reflection 
 
November 8   -  John 19 
November 9   -  John 20 
November 10 -  John 21 
November 11 -  1 Thessalonians 1  
November 12 -  1 Thessalonians 2 
November 13 -  Reflection  November 22 - 2 Thessalonians 3 
November 14 -  Reflection  November 23 - 2 Peter 1 
     November 24 - 2 Peter 2 
November 15 - 1 Thessalonians 3 November 25 - 2 Peter 3 
November 16 - 1 Thessalonians 4 November 26 - Jude 1 
November 17 - 1 Thessalonians 5 November 27 - Reflection 
November 18 - 2 Thessalonians 1 November 28 - Reflection 
November 19 - 2 Thessalonians 2 
November 20 - Reflection  November 29 - Revelation 1 
November 21 - Reflection  November 30 - Revelation 2 
 

Here are questions for the reflection days: 

1. What does this teach me about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 

2. What does this teach about humans? 

3. Where is the good news in the passages? 

4.   How do these passages apply to my life? 

SERMON SCHEDULE 

November 7 – 1 Kings 17:8-16, Giving to God first (Communion) 

November 14 – Psalm 16, Salvation is here 

November 21 – Tom Tyndall, guest preacher (Michael on vacation) 

November 28 – Luke 1:26-38, Mary’s visitor (1st Sunday of Advent) 

**************************************************************************************** 
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A sincere thank you to the 

many friends at FPC who 

have showered me with cards, 

notes, visits and calls during 

these past days.  They have 

represented your love and 

prayers for my well-being.  I 

have a devoted interest in 

what goes on at FPC and I 

relish that news.  I cherish 

your prayers and Michael’s 

visits.  

With love and prayers for 

you, Brenda DePriest 



**************************************************************************************** 

(Reprinted from October 2016) 
 
I have to admit that I have struggled recently to write the article for the newsletter.  
With so much going on, it has been difficult.  But I do want to make an appeal to you.  
My comments may seem a bit more direct than usual.  If anyone is offended, I will 
apologize now.  My purpose is not to offend, but hopefully to challenge.   
 
Have you ever thought about what a worship service would be like without any mu-

sic?  Imagine coming to church on a Sunday morning and there is no organ or piano, no hymns, no handbell 
choir, no praise band, no choir anthem, or no soloist.  In short, there is no music.  The one advantage might be 
that you might get a longer sermon.  Several years ago, when I taught at Dillard University in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, I had to play Sunday morning chapel services during the school year.  The Chaplain formed a stu-
dent board to get more students involved with the operation of the chapel.  Many of the students came from 
churches that did not have pipe organs or in some cases, no organ at all.  They didn’t understand the purpose 
of the organ prelude and saw it as a performance from me.  Thus they voted to eliminate the prelude from the 
service and only use the organ on the hymns.  The service would begin when the Chaplain led the Call to 
Worship.  For two or three weeks everyone came to the chapel and sat in silence until the chaplain broke it 
with the Call to Worship.  You could tell that everyone was uncomfortable during the period of silence.  Fi-
nally, the student board met and voted to include the prelude at the beginning of the service.   
 
I share that to hopefully get you to think about what a worship service would be like without music.  We al-
ways think that there will be a choir, or a bell choir or a praise band, so music will be around.  But it takes 
people to make this music.  The Adult Choir is always looking for new people.  We are not an exclusive 
group of professional opera singers.  We are a group of people that love making music and using the music to 
serve our Lord.  There is no audition, no interview or anything like that.  The only requirement is that you 
like to sing.  It also doesn’t matter if you can read music.  There are some choir members that don’t read mu-
sic and some that do.  It also doesn’t matter whether or not you have a big voice.  They beauty of choir sing-
ing is that all voices matter.  The beauty of a good sounding choir comes from blending all voices, big and 
small.  In a choir, everyone is important and is missed when they are not there.  It does take a commitment to 
be in a choir.  But, as my mother use to say, anything that is worthwhile is worth the commitment.   
 
So here’s my challenge.  Sing with the choir through the end of the year.  If you like it, you are welcome to 
stay.  If you choose not to stay, your participation will be greatly appreciated and you will always be consid-
ered a part of the choir.  They are a great group of people to work with who go beyond just making music.  
We are a close-knit group that is really more of a fellowship.  We celebrate with each other, and we feel each 
other’s pain.  You will definitely feel loved in this group.  So if you are approached by a choir member about 
joining the choir, please take them up on it and give it a try.  There are only three requirements.  One is that 
you like to sing.  Two is that you like being around fun people.  Three is that you like to have fun because I 
guarantee that you will.  Rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.   
 
I look forward to seeing you in the choir.  -  Tony Williams 

It’s that time again.  Daylight savings time ends 

on Sunday, November 7th.  Remember to set 

your clocks back one hour before you go to bed 

on Saturday night! 

The church office will be closed on Thursday, 

November 25th and Friday, November 26th in 

observance of Thanksgiving.  We will return to 

the office on Monday, November 29th.  Have a 

wonderful Thanksgiving! *
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(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Sara Webne, Nursery Worker 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

  1  - Shirley Tidwell 

 Avery Batey 

  5  - Mary Lu Batey 

  6  - Billy Dye 

 Mary Anna Womeldorf 

  8  - Pam Davis 

 Diann Hall 

11 - Joseph Dye 

16 - J.T. Thompson 

17 - Neal Duke 

21 - Janet Covington 

26 - Elisabeth DeWitt 

 Amanda Pettit 


