
The Window—December 2021 

 

“Into this world, this demented inn in which there is absolutely no room for him at all, Christ comes uninvit-

ed … With those for whom there is no room, Christ is present in this world.  He is mysteriously present in 

those for whom there seems to be nothing but the world at its worst” (Thomas Merton).   May the love, joy, 

hope and peace of Jesus find a home in your heart this Christmas season.—Stan Campbell 

During this holiday season, may we celebrate the birth of Jesus, so that we may share in the song of the an-

gels, the wonder of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men.  May we close the door of division and open 

the door of acceptance and love all over the world.  Let thoughtful generosity inspire our every gift and heart-

felt kindness emanate in every greeting.  May Christmas morning make us happy to be children of the same 

God, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven.—Kathy 

Ebbert. 

As the anticipation grows for the holidays, let’s not forget the reason for them.  The coming of our Savior 

Jesus Christ, without whom there would be no Christmas.  Let the peace and joy of the season be upon you 

and your loved ones and may your prayers be answered in the coming year.—Jim Perry 

Hope this Christmas season that you reconnect with family and friends.  Merry Christmas.—Carrie Batey 

“Advent is the season of the seed; the seed, Christ said, is the word of God sown in the human heart.”—

David Abbott 

During this Advent season, may we all take the time to reflect and prepare our hearts and homes for the true 

meaning of Christmas.  No fancy gifts or holiday decorations could ever compare to the greatest gift of all 

from God in the birth of his Son, Jesus.  May you all be blessed with the hope, peace, joy and love that comes 

from God above.—Missie Colson 

May your season of Advent be filled with hope, peace, joy and love.  “And in his name the Gentiles will 

hope” Matthew 12:21.   “And a harvest of righteous is sown in peace for those who make peace.” James 3:18  

“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for-see I am bringing you good new of great joy for all the 

people.” Luke 2:10.  “God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so 

that we might live through him.” 1 John 4:9.—Steve Martin 

One of my favorite parts of my job as a neonatal nurse practitioner is attending the birth of a baby.  Our job 

as the pediatric team is to make sure the baby is healthy and provide any care the baby might need.  If the pe-

diatric team is at the delivery, the baby is premature or there is some concern that the baby might need spe-

cial care after birth so there is inevitably some tension in the room.  That tension is quickly broken with the 

baby’s first cry!  After we have the baby stable and settled, we swaddle the baby, and sometimes I get the 

honor of placing the baby into the mother’s arms.  The look of pure joy at holding her baby is universal—

I’ve seen it in every mother.  Even after many years of attending deliveries, I still marvel at the joy of a new 

birth.  This advent season, may we all celebrate the joy of the birth of one very special baby and carry that 

joy throughout the new year! - Eva Dye 

(Continued on next page) 



The Missions Committee invites the congregation to help make 

Christmas a little more special for the families at Community 

Child Care again this year! Gifts should be brought to the church 

by December 15th.  Please place the gifts in a gift bag rather than 

wrapping them in paper.  Attach your wish list card to the gifts 

when you drop them off. 

Angel wish lists will be available starting November 28th.  You can pick one up after church, or Eva 

Dye can send you the information (feel free to call, text or email: evadye@yahoo.com ; 615-559-3860).   

Donations are also very appreciated, and we’ll do the shopping for you!  Please send checks to the 

church office and designate as Angel Tree. 

 

“As we enter this Advent season 2021 let us remember the Prophet candle is lighted as a symbol of Hope; the 

Bethlehem candle is lighted as a symbol of Faith; the Shepherd’s candle is lighted as a symbol of Joy and the 

Angel candle is lighted as a symbol of Peace.  Hope for the coming messiah; Faith that God has sent his only 

son as Savior; Joy for the birth of Jesus Christ; and Peace for the mending of a broken world.  Lighted all to-

gether with a promise of Love and eternal life with Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.—Janna Willis 

Heavenly Father, we ask you to clear away all distractions as we prepare our hearts anew to receive the gift 

of Jesus.  Help us to be attentive to what truly matters, without being distracted by trivial things.  Lift the bur-

dens we carry and remind us that you sent Jesus to carry our burdens and You have promised to provide all 

we need.—Evelyn Kemp 

Advent reminds Christians to remember and prepare for the birth of Jesus.  As we celebrate Advent during 

these challenging times, let us also remember the importance of hope, love, joy and peace.—Paul Decker 

“Let us be ever mindful of the needs of others.” As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, and all the 

preparation that goes with Advent, I am reminded of this line that is always at the end of a table blessing of a 

ninety-nine and one-half year old relative.  The need can be a visit, call, kind word, thank you or affirmation.  

It can be a smile—Brenda Hubbell 

As you wait for Christmas, may your waiting open your heart wider and deepen your gratitude to God for 

changing your life and our world forever.—Pastor Michael Davis 



**************************************************************************************** 

**************************************************************************************** 

Did you know that many of our church members  

have worked behind the scenes over the years 

picking up extra bakery items from local grocery 

stores and delivering to non-profits in the area.  

Community Child Care, Room in the Inn, and 

Christian Towers in Gallatin are a few of the or-

ganizations that benefit from this ministry.  

These are photos from Tom Rouse from a recent 

pickup and delivery! 

The Missions Committee would like to thank the congregation for your great response to our Thanksgiving 

baskets collection.  We delivered 25 Thanksgiving Baskets to families in need at the Community Child Care 

Center in Hendersonville.  Special thanks to the youth group, who helped package the baskets, and Evelyn 

Kemp for purchasing the turkeys. 

Last month, the Sunshine Ministry met at the home of Jim Lacy, who graciously hosted their Annual Thanks-

giving Gathering.  They enjoyed a fabulous meal and the guest speaker for the day was Jesse Eckenroth, Chief 

of Operations for the City of Hendersonville, who brought everyone up to date on what’s happening in our 

wonderful city. 



**************************************************************************************** 

Dear Friends, 

I want to send my heartfelt thanks for all of the different ways you 

showed kindness and concern for me during the last month surrounding 

my knee replacement surgery.  I couldn’t have had a better circle of 

loving, concerned supporters.  Thanks for the prayers, calls, cards, food 

and offers to help in any way.   

Blessings to you all—Freda Blackwell 

  SAYINGS OF THE SAINTS ON CHRISTMAS 
 

 This day He Who Is, is born, and He Who Is becomes what He was not,  
St. John Chrysostom 

 Open wide your door to the one who comes.  Open you soul, throw open the 
depths of you heart to see the riches of simplicity, the treasures of peace, the 
sweetness of grace.  Open you heart and run to meet the Sun of eternal light 
that illuminates all men,  
St. Ambrose of Milan 

 O Father of Truth, you have humbled me.  He was humbled in the womb of the Virgin, needy in the man-
ger of the sheep, and homeless on the wood of the Cross.  Nothing so humbles the proud sinner as the hu-
mility of Jesus Christ’s humanity, 
St. Anthony of Padua 

 Teacher of children became himself a child among children, that he might instruct the unwise.  The Bread 
of heaven came down to earth to feed the hungry, 
St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

 Dearly beloved, today our Savior is born; let us rejoice.  Sadness should have no place on the birthday of 
life.  The fear of death has been swallowed up, life brings us joy with the promise of eternal happiness.  No 
one is shut out from this joy; all share the same reason for rejoicing.  Our Lord, victor over sin and death, 
find no man free from sin, came to free us all, 
St. Leo the Great 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

All Youth are invited to a Youth Christmas Gathering on Saturday, 

December 11th from 5:30—7:30 p.m.  The Linn Family is hosting the 

event at the church in Martin Hall and will be having a chili supper.  

Please bring a $10.00 and under wrapped gift for the Dirty Santa 

game.  Hope to see you there! 



7:00  p.m.    Traditional Candlelight Communion Service 

9:00  p.m.    Outside Candle Lighting and Singing Service 

**************************************************************************************** 

MERRY        

CHRISTMAS 

FROM THE STAFF!   

The church office will 

be closed on Friday, 

December 24th and 

Monday, December 

27th for the Christmas 

Holidays!    

DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS—DECEMBER 
 
December 1—Revelation 3 

December 2—Revelation 4 

December 3—Revelation 5 

December 4—Reflection 

December 5—Reflection 

 

December 6—Revelation 6 

December 7—Revelation 7 

December 8—Revelation 8  December 20—Revelation 16 

December 9—Revelation 9  December 21—Revelation 17 

December 10—Revelation 10  December 22—Revelation 18 

December 11—Reflection   December 23—Luke 1:26-38 

December 12—Reflection  December 24—Matthew 1:18-25 

     December 25—Luke 2:1-20 

December 13—Revelation 11  December 26—Matthew 2:1-12 

December 14—Revelation 12 

December 15—Revelation 13  December 27—John 1:1-14 

December 16—Revelation 14  December 28—Revelation 19 

December 17—Revelation 15  December 29—Revelation 20  

December 18—Reflection  December 30—Revelation 21 

December 19—Reflection  December 31—Revelation 22 

 

Here are questions for the reflection days: 

1. What does this teach me about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 

2. What does this teach about humans? 

3. Where is the good news in the passages? 

4.   How do these passages apply to my life? 
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December 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 4 

 

 

  8:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

6:30 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

11:00 am 
Zoom Bible 
Study 

7:30 pm NA  
Meeting 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship - 
Communion 

11:00 am Youth     
Gathering 

10:00 am Sew 
Many Blessings 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

6:00 pm          
Education     
Meeting 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

6:30 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

8:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

6:30 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

11:00 am 
Zoom Bible 
Study 

7:30 pm NA  
Meeting 

5:30 – 7:30 pm 

Youth Event – 
Host (Linns) 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

 

10:00 am Sew 
Many Blessings 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

10:00 am PW 
Bible Study 

6:30 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

8:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

6:30 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

Window     
Deadline 

 7:30 pm NA  
Meeting 

10:00 am Choir 
Rehearsal 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Lessons & 
Carols 

11:00 am Youth     
Gathering 

Caroling – Shut Ins 

Joy Gift Offering 

10:00 am Sew 
Many Blessings 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

10:30 am     
Sunshine      
Ministry 

6:30 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

8:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

6:30 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

 Christmas Eve- 
Office Closed 

7:00 pm      
Christmas Eve 
Communion  
Service 

9:00 pm      
Outdoor     
Service 

7:30 pm NA  
Meeting 

Christmas Day 

26 27 28 29 30 31   

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Carol Sing 

  

10:00 am Sew 
Many Blessings 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

Christmas     
Holiday-Office 
Closed 

6:30 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

8:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

  

  7:30 pm NA  
Meeting 

  



Y.T.D. = October 
Revenue     $ 245,525.66 
Expenses    $ 261,243.44     
Shortfall     $ - 15,717.78 

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayed for congregational members  

 Approved minutes from October 25 

 Approved committee reports 

 Approved additional $3,000 to streaming bid to include increase in 

material costs and an Apple computer (total $10,000) 

 Heard a fundraising presentation for NaCoMe Flow in the Future 

campaign 

 Approved $5,000 for three years in mission’s budget 

 Also extend opportunity for the congregation to give  

SERMON SCHEDULE 

December 5 – Joseph, Matthew 1:18-25 

December 12 – Shepherds, Luke 2:8-20 

December 19 – Lessons and Carols 

December 26—Carol Stories and Singing 

Once again, Advent is here, and Christmas is right around the corner.  It’s hard to 
believe that it’s that time of year.  The Christmas season is the time that I look for-
ward to singing my favorite Christmas hymn, O Come, All Y e Faithful.  

 

The choir is busy preparing some wonderful music for the season.  In addition to 
singing on the first two Sundays of Advent, we will sing Lessons and Carols on 
Sunday, December 19 during the morning service.  This service tells the story of the 

coming and birth of Jesus through scriptures and music.  There will be choir anthems as well as congrega-
tional singing.  It is a very moving service that I’m sure will prepare us for Christmas.  Our Lessons and Car-
ols service is modeled after the English Lessons and Carols service that was first done in 1880 at the Truro 
Cathedral in England.  The best-known Lessons and Carols service in England is probably at King’s College 
in Cambridge.   
 
A big part of the English tradition of the Lessons and Carols service is having different people read the les-
sons during the service, starting with a child, and going to the oldest member.  As in the past, we are looking 
for people to read the various lessons.  If you are interested in reading, please let Michael or me know.  Also, 
it’s still not too late to sing with the choir for the Christmas season.  A while back, I issued a challenge to try 
out the choir through Christmas.  Please consider it.  And of course, if you like it, you are welcome to stay.  
We are rehearsing every Wednesday until Christmas.   

 

And it’s probably not too early to say, “Merry Christmas”.  -  Tony Williams 

 

Just a reminder:  All contr ibutions  to be applied to 

2021 year-end giving must be in the church office or 

postmarked by December 31, 2021 to be credited  to 

your contribution statement for 2021.  Thank you for 

your continued support of God’s work here at First 

Presbyterian Church. 



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Sara Webne, Nursery Worker 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

  1  - Freda Blackwell 

  4  - Robert Wells 

  8  - Tommy Decker 

 Patricia Booze 

13 - Kay Keck 

14 - Mary Lou Settle 

18 - Pat Paisley 

 Carol Thompson 

 Jason Elliott 

19 - Charlie Swan 

24 - Hal Hubbell 

28 - Connie Allen 

 Gracie Davis 

 Gloria Deaner 

31 - Taylor Frazier 

 Tyler Frazier 


