
GATHERING TO WORSHIP 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville.  The asterisk (*) 
invites all who are able to stand.  Bold designates portion that the 
congregation reads.  There is more information under the section “This 
Morning.” 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PROCLAMATION FROM THE STATE OF TENNESSEE 
 
PRELUDE                             Highland Cathedral       
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance,   
O God of our salvation;  
you are the hope of all the ends of the earth  
and of the farthest seas. 
By your strength you established the mountains;  
you are girded with might. 
You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves,  
the tumult of the peoples. 
Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs;  
you make the gateways of the morning and the evening  
shout for joy. 
                                                                    

*HYMN 507              A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                 
                                                                                                             
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                        

No words can express the depth of our need or reveal the extent of 
our sin.  But you know us completely, O God.  When deeds of iniquity 
overwhelm us, you forgive our transgressions.  You rescue us from 
evil and clothe us with love.  Humbly, we thank you; for no words can 
express our gratitude for the gift of your salvation.  In Christ we pray.  
Amen. 

 
*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE                                                                         
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
* RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS                          Glory Be to the Father                          

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen.        

 
 
 
 

OFFERING OUR LIVES TO GOD 
       OFFERTORY                         A Mighty Fortress                          Dietrich Buxtehude 
      *DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                      
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
 praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
     * PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                                                              
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                  Ephesians 1:11-14                               p. 949 
        The Word of the Lord.            
        Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN 15                                           O, Sing to the Lord 

(Choir will sing Verse 1 in Spanish) 
Verses 1-3 – All (English) 

     
SCRIPTURE READING                                       Joel 2:28-32                                      p. 742 
       The Word of the Lord.            
        Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                               “God Size It”                          Rev. Michael Davis  
   

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
*HYMN 132          Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart                    
 
LITANY OF THANKS 

O Lord our God, for the vision of those who planned for this 
congregation, and for the commitment and dedication of all who 
served together at the time of origin, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For those who have served so faithfully in leadership positions 
as Pastors, Elders, Deacons, and Staff Members, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For those who have willingly given of their efforts to teach, 
encourage, counsel and sponsor, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For those who have been such a part of our fellowship for so many 
years, and now serve you in the church triumphant in heaven, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For the ways in which we have been able to care for one another, 
support one another on the journey of life, and give strength  
to one another, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For baptisms we've celebrated, professions of faith we have heard, 
and answers to prayer that we have experienced, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For a congregation that has always desired to worship you faithfully 
and vibrantly, hearing your Word, singing your praise, and seeking 
your strength, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For a commitment to remain true to your Word in a world of 
confusing and conflicting voices, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For generosity that has enabled us to reach far beyond this 
community with the word and witness of the Gospel, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
For the children and youth who have been here as they were trained 
in the ways of the Lord and now serve him in other places, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
And for a free and prospered land that has given us opportunity 
to thrive and worship and serve for the sake of your Kingdom, 
We give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.   
Amen. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                         

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all the 
generations. (Psalm 90:1) 
You, O Lord, have been a dwelling place for us and our children. 
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and 
the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. (Psalm 90:2) 
You, O Lord, have been with us for these 150 years! 
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
(Psalm 46:1) 
You, O Lord, have been our refuge and our strength! 
The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
(Psalm 46:7, 11) 
You, O Lord, are the eternal One and we have trusted you. 
Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for his 
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22, 23) 
You, O Lord, have been our faithful One! 
Jesus said, "I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it." (Matthew 16:18) 
You, O Lord, have built your church in this place and we have been 
blessed. 

 
 



*HYMN 502                                      Be Thou My Vision 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION              Lord, Make Me More Holy              Roland Carter 
 
 *POSTLUDE                                                  Ode to Joy                      
                 
_______ _____________________________________________________ 
 
We are delighted you have joined us to worship the Lord Jesus Christ.  
We hope you are encouraged in your faith and feel at home.  Please let 
us know a bit about you by taking a moment to fill out the Visitors’ 
portion of the Attendance Register in the black folder on the pew. There 
is an attended nursery for infants and children thru age 2.  Restrooms 
are accessible through the front, right doors and upstairs.   If you need 
directions to the nursery, restrooms, or any other assistance, please ask 
one of the ushers.  If you would like more information on the church, 
there are brochures in the narthex. 
 
THIS MORNING 

 Today we welcome Representative William Lamberth and 
Representative Johnny Garrett, who will be presenting our church 
with a Proclamation from the State of Tennessee. 

 Today we welcome Tom Wilhoite, who will be playing the 
bagpipes during our worship service. 

 This week’s liturgist is Tonya Elkins. 

 This week’s acolyte is Morgan Thompson. 

 During our worship service, we “Pass the peace,” continuing a 
tradition that goes back to the origins of the Christian church. 
Jesus extended peace as a greeting, and the Apostle Paul begins 
his letters with a prayer for peace. Each week we intentionally 
wait until after we have acknowledged the gospel of God’s 
forgiveness to exchange the peace that should naturally result. As 
we shake hands with (or hug) one another, one person says, “The 
peace of Christ be with you,” and the other responds, “And also 
with you.” Extending the peace of Christ to one another 
symbolizes our unity amidst a world of divisions.  

 Audio Sermons are now available on the church website!  Visit 
www.hendersonvillefpc.org.  They are located on the front page 
of the website. 

 This week’s nursery volunteer is: Brenda Heinrich. Next Week: 
Betty Ingram. 

 Church Lock-up Schedule – This Week: Michael Davis.  Next Week: 
Paulette Farnham. 

 Statistics for October 20, 2019 
o Attendance – 108 

 

Giving Opportunities:  Our celebration of 150 years of serving Christ 
through our service to others is an opportunity to share your financial gifts 
with the church.  We will be replacing some of the diseased trees on our 
property.  You can designate your gifts to new trees, the Pastor's 
Discretionary Fund that helps church members with financial difficulties, or 
the Pay It Forward Fund that will enrich ministry in the future. 
 
Your Own No-Cost Food Ministry:  Whenever family, friends, or neighbors 
are sick, struggling, or simply exhausted, why not take them a meal when 
you go visit? The chest freezer in Martin Hall is freshly stocked with leftover 
barbecue and buns from the church picnic . . . in addition to what was 
already there. Please feel free to help yourself anytime and put the food to 
good use! 
 
Women’s Bible Study:  Just a reminder that the Presbyterian Women 
started a new bible study entitled Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the 
Ten Commandments in September.  Please plan to join them on the second 
Tuesday monthly at 10:30 a.m.  
 
Contribution Statements:  Your quarterly contribution statements are 
available for pickup today in the front narthex. 
 
Elder Nominating Committee:  It is that time of year again when our Elder 
Nominating committee begins their important work of discerning and 
calling our new Elder class.  Our team includes: 
 
JT Thompson (Session Liaison)  Paul Decker 
Kelly Horton (Session Liaison)   Laurie Dishman 
Jim Applewhite    Tom Williams 
Kathy Campbell 
    
We would love to hear from you on potential members that you feel may 
be called to serve.  Feel free to put their names in the offering plate! 
 
Community Singers Concert:  The Hendersonville Community Singers 
present Thanks for the Memories – A Farewell Performance on Thursday, 
November 14th at 7:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church.  This will be their 
final performance.  The Hendersonville Community Singers are disbanding.  
They would like to say thank you to their faithful patrons for all the 
wonderful years of support and hope they enjoy this final performance.  For 
more information, please contact Tom Williams at 615-757-3042 or 
tomwms1964@gmail.com . 
 
All Saint’s Day:  On November 3rd, we will celebrate All Saint’s Day in 
worship.  We will recognize church members who have died in the last year.  
There will also be a ceremony in Martin Hall after worship.  This is an 
individual ceremony of writing loved one’s names on a piece of paper and 
lighting a candle.  Scripture and prayer booklets are provided.  Please take 
it with you for yourself or to share with someone else. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Sesquicentennial Celebration 
 

 

 
 

 
172 West Main Street - Hendersonville, TN 37075 

Office: 615-824-8604 / Fax: 615-824-3631 
www.hendersonvillefpc.org  

 
 

Sunday, October 27, 2019 
 
 

Responding to God’s love and grace, 
our vision is to serve Christ through service to others 
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