
 
 
 

 

 

 

THE WINDOW 

First Presbyterian Church 

Hendersonville, TN    

August 2021 

 Dear Friends, 
 
As you read the Genesis story of creation (chapter 1), you will find the phrase, “It was 
evening, it was morning, the first day.”  It is repeated each day of creation.  The Jewish 
day begins at sunset, evening. In Living the Message, Eugene Peterson calls this the 
rhythm of grace.  We go to sleep while God is working.  God never sleeps (Psalm 
121:4).  When we wake up in the morning, God is waiting for us.  We call it a new day.  
In the Hebrew mind, it’s midday.  We wake up to a world we did not create.  God’s 
forgiveness, love, and care are there before we wake up.  Grace is always previous.  
Grace is primary.  We wake up to a God who has been active while we were sleeping.  
In the morning, God calls us to enjoy what has been prepared for us. 
 

Roy Howard wrote an article on birdwatching.  He describes finding an unusual bird in creation with God’s 
gift.  “Openness without certainty cultivates within me a gratitude for gifts coming unexpected and out of my 
control.  This is grace.”  God’s grace is a gift waiting for us every evening and morning, as we wake up.  As 
we move away from trying to save our lives, controlling our good fortune, and making ourselves as comforta-
ble as possible, God is often calling us to move beyond our limited resources to Kingdom of God resources. 
 
Peterson captures the essences of living in grace.  “In a world of grace I do not live in laborious struggle trying 
to fashion a world that suits my needs and desires, hammering together a life out of the bits and pieces of scrap 
lumber that come my way.  I do not live in anxious suspicion, nervous about what others might do to me, what 
others might think of me.  I simply discover and receive.”  In Windows of the Soul, Ken Gire offers this pray-
er, “Give me the grace to live not just reflectively but receptively, that I may not only notice when a window is 
opened but also receive what is offered as my soul’s daily bread.” 
 
In their July session meeting, the elders discussed the meaning of Sabbath and how it relates to grace.  God 
designed Sabbath as a weekly rhythm to stop our weekly routines in order to receive God’s waiting grace.  In 
this Sabbath space, God refreshes our souls.  It is letting the Lord be our shepherd.  “The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not want.  He makes me to lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my 
soul” (Psalm 23:1-2).  How often do you ask God to restore your soul?  Do you even realize your soul needs to 
be restored?  Or are you too busy to notice? 
 
In his book on Sabbath, Wayne Muller emphasizes the need for Sabbath.  “In the relentless busyness of mod-
ern life, we have lost the rhythm between work and rest. . ..  Our culture supposes that action and accomplish-
ment are better than rest, that doing something –  
anything –  is better than doing nothing.  Because of our desire to succeed, to meet the ever-growing expecta-
tions, we do not rest.  Because we do not rest, we lose our way.” 
 
It was evening, it was morning.  God has been up all night working, creating, and preparing the day for you.  
Welcome to another grace-filled day just for you.   
 
Love and Prayers 



We will miss Chuck Adamson.  What an asset he has 
been to the church community and facility.  Along with 
cleaning, Chuck was always been helpful to church mem-
bers needing something carried in the building, moved to 
another room (like bell tables every time they played), or 
just a friendly conversation.  Some of you relied on 
Chuck’s quality work in your homes.  On any given day, 
you could see him with a hammer, paint brush, or drill. 
 
Chuck not only made multiple repairs throughout the 
church, he looked ahead to avoid big repairs or anticipate 
a big expense.  He converted our lights to LED, refin-
ished furniture and doors, and repaired and refinished our 
beautiful sanctuary doors. 
 
Thank you, Chuck, for your quality work, money you 
saved the church with your labor over the years, friend-
ship, and ten years of service.  You will be missed! 

**************************************************************************************** 

It is Time for the Annual NaCoMe All Church Family Retreat -  
September 10-12 

 
Make your plans now to attend this popular annual event! It is a special time to 
get away from it all and relax in a tranquil, gorgeous woodland, play games, re-
flect, and rejuvenate with your family and your church family.  At NaCoMe you 
can just sit on a porch, rock and read; walk a peaceful trail; eat terrific food that 
you don’t have to cook, clean up after or do anything other than show up to eat; 
enjoy playing games with your children and friends; watch your children play or 

catch crawfish in a stream; canoe or kayak with your kids on a lake; rest while your children enjoy crafts or 
activities led by others; laugh and fellowship with good friends; sing by a campfire while sharing s’mores; 
study or worship in an outdoor sanctuary…and more!  You can make lifetime memories for and traditions 
with your family when you join us for this fun-filled weekend. 
 
The weekend of September 10-12, is the date of this year ’s NaCoMe Family Retreat!  And we hope as many 
as possible can join for either two nights, one night…or even just for the day.  If you are new to the church, 
this retreat is a good way to get to know your church family.  Kids of all ages love being there. 
 
For those who may not be familiar with it, NaCoMe is a 600+ acre wooded site near Centerville, TN, approxi-
mately 90 miles from the church.  NaCoMe Camp and Conference Center was once the home of Beaver Dam 
Springs Resort.  The resort was purchased in 1939 by the Synod of the Presbyterian Church and is jointly-
owned today by the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee and the Mid-South Presbytery, but is self-supporting.  It 
is used as a conference center, campground, and meeting place by many churches as well as other groups.  Lo-
cated on the Western Highland Rim, NaCoMe is home to deep hard wood forests, natural streams and lakes, a 
host of wildflowers, and of course many wildlife critters.  Learn more at www.nacome.org.  
 
The modern cabins are the result of the love and stewardship of churches in the two Presbyteries.  Each cabin 
has four bedrooms, each bedroom with a private bathroom.  Each bedroom consists of 3-4 bunk style beds—
one double-sized bottom bunk and the remaining beds are twins.  Families may share a bedroom with friends, 
or reserve an entire room just for your family.  There is a “gathering” room in the center of each cabin … and 
a porch with rocking chairs! 
 
You must make reservations to attend!  You must register and pay by August 23rd.  More details about 
the retreat, costs and reservation details will be in the Sunday bulletin each week, and someone will be availa-
ble after church to assist you with questions and to help you make your reservations.  For more details, please 
contact Brenda Hubbell at 615-824-7081 or Stan & Kathy Campbell at 615-822-1663. 
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I would like to take this 
opportunity to express 
my gratitude to our 
church family  for the 
phone calls, cards, vis-
its, food, encouraging 
words and prayers as I  
struggle with the loss of 
Jim.  I am deeply 
touched by your 
thoughtfulness—Lynda 
Applewhite 



Many Thanks, Summer Speakers! 

We want to recognize all the people from our church who volunteered to share their per-
sonal stories in our Vacation Sunday School Series this summer. After more than a year 
and a half of being unable to interact with one another, it was most refreshing to come on 
Sunday morning, listen to fellow church members, and sit around tables to discuss the life 
lessons they shared with us. We are grateful for all who participated, and especially our 
speakers: Michael Davis, Lucas Bish, Eva Dye, Paulette Farnham, Charles Lott, Lance 
Dary, Karen Baylor, Gloria Deaner, Richard Roche, and Paul Decker. 

An Ideal Time to Join Men’s Bible Study 
Our Men’s Bible study of Daniel got off to a rousing start. There’s still room 
around the table for more, so we invite other interested and available men of the 
church to join us. We meet Wednesday mornings at 8 a.m., have a spirited dis-
cussion about the lesson and Scripture for an hour, and then reconvene at 
Cracker Barrel for breakfast (optional). No prior Bible knowledge (or any other 
requirement) necessary. All men are welcome. 

**************************************************************************************** 

**************************************************************************************** 

Attention Presbyterian Women  
We will start our new bible study on September 14th at 10:00 a.m. in the new en-
larged Sunday school/Session room! All are welcome! This study will be Kristi 
McLelland’s, Jesus and Women in the 1st Century and Now. We are excited to have 
Karen Chiochanyont along with her friend Rhea Hicks lead this study published by 
LifeWay. Kristi McLelland the author of the study is from Franklin, Tn. We hope to 
have  a good turn out. We plan to invite the author to meet with us one time during 
the study. Love to see you all at this exciting study.  

**************************************************************************************** 

What is loss? According to Webster’s, the definition is “the state of losing or 
having lost, the privation, defect, misfortune, harm, etc, which ensues from 
losing”. 
 

The past couple of years, we have seen a considerable number of losses, people we love, loss of a job, home, 
security, even self-worth. People grieve so many different ways, some good and some difficult to understand. 
For those of us that are experiencing grief and struggling with it, we have an opportunity to learn how to cope, 
mechanisms on how to deal and maybe just talking. Me. Ed Barron from Insight Counseling will be available 
August 22nd after church to help us learn how to deal with the stresses of loss. We will be providing box 
lunches prior to Mr. Barron speaking. 
 
This session is available to everyone experiencing the stress of loss, whether a loved one, a job, financial secu-
rity and/or any other personal loss. We would like to get a head count of those interested in attending the semi-
nar, so please call the church office. If you have questions, please call Paulette Farnham at 615-426-2116.  

**************************************************************************************** 

Adult Fellowship:  Adult fellowship will meet Saturday, August 
28 at the home of Al and Linda Ballenger, 258 Lake Terrace Drive, 
Hendersonville at 6:00 p.m. The host provides the main entree and 
guests bring either appetizer, salad or dessert.  We hope to get to know 
each other better through a meal and fellowship.  RSVP to Linda at 
615-406-8797.  The theme is a “Hat Party”.  Everyone is invited to wear a hat of some kind.  Your hat can be 
old or new, silly or meaningful, outlandish or whimsical, maybe representing someplace you have been or 
wish to go or make up a story about your hat.  Also, please no baseball caps guys.   



We had five youth from First Presbyterian Church 
who were able to attend NaCome Summer Camp 
this year and everyone had a great time!  Those 
who attended were Ariana Brew, AJ Scott, Sasha 
Dishman, Ben Dye and Joseph Dye.  Below are 
comments from a few of the participants! 

Welcome Jerry and Phyllis Klym.  Jerry is retired from 
General Electric as a cost accountant and Phyllis is a 
retired dental hygienist and French teacher.  They have 
two children.  Jeff lives here in Hendersonville and 
Ryan and his wife Robin and two grandchildren live in 
Tacoma, WA.  They recently moved here after living in 
Madisonville, KY for 50 years, where they were very 
active in the Presbyterian Church.  Jerry and Phyllis are 
ballroom dancers, enjoy riding bicycles, socializing and 
having fun.  Phyllis is a wonderful cook experienced 
personally by the pastor.    

Jerry & Phyllis Klym 
146 McKain Crossing 

Hendersonville, TN 37075 

Ariana Brew—My experience at NaCoMe was as amazing as always.  Per usual, I felt close to God. He 
helped me through the week with a smile on my face and without many injuries.  My favorite thing at camp is 
low ropes (team building activities) and hanging out with my family group.  The  music was amazing.  This 
year’s “night in the woods” was more difficult because it was raining and everything was wet, but as a whole, 
we made it through the night and even had a pretty good fire. 
 
A.J. Scott—It’s always so much fun and I always have a blast.  It’s also a great way to get closer to God. 



On Sunday morning, July 10, 2021, twelve members of the congre-
gation caravanned to Hazard, Kentucky to participate in the Appa-
lachian Service Project mission to make critical repairs to raise 
homes of impoverished residents out of substandard condition and 
make them warmer, safer and drier. Four of our youth: Ben Dye, 
Ariana Brew, Desmond Canfield and Isaiah Brew, were accompa-
nied by Tom Rouse, Joe Ottevaere, Nora Canfield, Thaddeus Brew, 
Tonya Elkins, Jean Getter, Ethan Minor, and Kathy Ebbert.  We 

were able to form two work groups, each of which worked in the hot sun to advance repair/improvement pro-
jects for two families.  The Jellyfish Jam team completed a number of important tasks toward adding a bed-
room to the trailer of a family that had recently expanded with the addition of three cousins to a household that 
previously only had two children.  That group also leveraged Ethan’s electrical expertise to replace a danger-
ous manual connection of wires to start up a pump with a proper switch. The Great Snail Race completed 
some essential tasks to complete the installation of a new roof on the trailer of a hardworking young single 
mother with two children. Every participant…even though we slept on the floor of a K-12 school, showered 
outdoors, and lived without cell phones, Wi-Fi, and many other creature comforts we typically, would do it 
again for the blessings received!  Members of the team shared their experience and what it meant to the people 
of Appalachia and to them in the worship service on July 18.  All participants are grateful to the congregation 
for the support provided to fund portions of the trip, and hope many other members are inspired to join in the 
summer youth program next year, or participate in an adult-only mission trip in the future.  

 



Y.T.D. = June 2021 
Revenue     $ 149,526.71 
Expenses    $ 150,399.14     
Shortfall      $  -     872.43 

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayed for the congregation 

 Recited statement of faith 

 Discussed Soul Feast 

 Approved minutes from June 14 

 Approved ministry unit reports 
 Including approval of $15,000 of Memorial Reserve Fund 

for the sanctuary window painting and storm windows 
and $11,138 of Reserve Fund for the session room expan-
sion. 

 Received pastor’s report 

 Discussed next steps after Chuck’s resignation 
 Elders agreed to take turns cleaning the sanctuary, nar-

thex, and bathrooms to help with the transitional time 

 Reviewed elder lock-up on Sundays 

***************************************************************************************** 

For this month’s newsletter, I decided to reprint an article that I wrote over 
three years ago that appeared in the February 2017 newsletter.  This was writ-
ten after attending two memorial services in less than one week.  One of the 
hymns sung at the latter service was “It Is Well With My Soul”.  I have always 
found the story of this hymn to be very inspiring.  I hope you enjoy reading this. 
 
This past month, in less than a week, I had to attend two services of celebration of 
life.  The first one, on January 19, was for Philip Thorman, the son of Tim Thorman 

our former choir accompanist.  Philip passed away suddenly and unexpectedly.  Tim asked our Adult Choir to 
sing “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” at the service, which just happened to be the anthem for that Sun-
day morning.  The following Saturday, I attended the service for Lee Engles, who was an organist in the area 
and a fellow member of the Nashville Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  Lee had served various 
churches in the Nashville area as organist for sixty years and was also the piano teacher of our former pastor, 
Tim Reynolds.  One of the hymns that was sung at his service was “It is Well With My Soul”.  As we sang this 
hymn, I thought about the story behind it and how the text was written during .very difficult times in the life of 
Horatio Gates Spafford.  Spafford wrote this hymn of peace and hope in trials and temptations after a series of 
tragedies occurred in his life. 
 
Horatio Spafford was born in 1828 in Troy, New York and became a very prominent lawyer in Chicago, Illi-
nois.  He was also an elder in the Presbyterian Church.  In 1871, Spafford made a sizeable investment in real 
estate in the North Chicago area which was destroyed in the Great Fire of Chicago in October of that year.  
That same year, Spafford’s four-year-old son died from scarlet fever.  On November 15, 1873, Spafford, his 
wife and four daughters were scheduled to sail to Europe for a vacation.  Business matters at home prevented 
Spafford from leaving as scheduled, so he sent his wife and daughters ahead of him with the plans to meet 
them later.  On November 22, their ship, the French vessel Ville du Havre, collided with another ship in the 
middle of the Atlantic Ocean.  Spafford’s four daughters were among the 226 passengers that were killed in 
the accident.  Spafford’s wife survived.  When she reached Wales, she sent her husband a cable which read 
"Saved alone.  What shall I do”.  Spafford sailed, a few days later, to Wales to meet his wife.  It is said that 
when he reached the area that the accident took place, he wrote the words to the hymn “It is Well With My 
Soul”.  The music was written by Philip Bliss and the hymn was published in 1876.  You can find the hymn on 
page 428 of our hymnal.  Let me encourage you to read the words to this hymn.  If you look in the bottom 
right-hand corner of the page, you will see the hymn tune name.  Philip Bliss chose to call the tune Ville Du 
Havre after the ship that Spafford’s daughters were killed. 
 
I have always found this hymn to be a comfort in difficult times.  -  Tony Williams 

 



DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS—AUGUST 
 
  1  -  Reflection 
 
  2  -  1 Corinthians 3 
  3  -  1 Corinthians 4 
  4  -  1 Corinthians 5 
  5  -  1 Corinthians 6 
  6  -  1 Corinthians 7 
  7  -  Reflection 
  8  -  Reflection 
 
  9  -  1 Corinthians 8  23  -  2 Corinthians 2 
10 -  1 Corinthians 9  24  -  2 Corinthians 3  
11 -  1 Corinthians 10 25  -  2 Corinthians 4 
12 -  1 Corinthians 11 26  -  2 Corinthians 5 
13 -  1 Corinthians 12  27  -  2 Corinthians 6 
14 -  Reflection  28  -  Reflection 
15 -  Reflection  29  -  Reflection 
 
16 -  1 Corinthians 13 30  -  2 Corinthians 7 
17 -  1 Corinthians 14 31  -  2 Corinthians 8 
18 -  1 Corinthians 15 
19 -  1 Corinthians 16 
20 -  2 Corinthians 1 
21 -  Reflection 
22 -  Reflection 
 
Here are questions for the reflection days: 

1. What does this teach me about God, Jesus, or the 

Holy Spirit? 

2. What does this teach about humans? 

3. Where is the good news in the passages? 

4.   How do these passages apply to my life? 

SERMON SCHEDULE 

August 1 – Gifts of Women Sunday 
August 8 – 1 Kings 19:1-4; 8-15, listening for God’s silence (Communion)  
August 15 – Gifts of Men Sunday 
August 22 – Ephesians 6:10-20, God’s protection 
August 29 – James 1:17-27, How quick are you to listen? (4 cents a meal offering) 

John Knox became 
known as the Father 
of Presbyterianism.  
He was a Scottish 
minister, theologian, 
a writer.  He was the 
leader of the Refor-
mation in Scotland.  

He joined the movement to reform the Scottish 
Church.  He was caught up in the church and po-
litical events that involved the murder of Cardinal 
David Beaton (1546).  He was imprisoned by the 
French and exiled to England after his release.  In 
England he rose in the ranks to serve King Ed-
ward VI as a royal chaplain.  He influenced the 
Book of Common Prayer, still used today.  After 
Mary I took over the throne, she re-established 
Roman Catholicism forcing Knox to leave the 
county.  He moved to Geneva where he met and 
was trained by John Calvin.  He is known for 
leading the Protestant Reformation in Scotland.  
The movement was seen as a revolution, since it 
involved ousting the Queen, along with Catholi-
cism.   
 

 Give me Scotland, or I die 

 A man with God is always in the majority 

 Prayer is an earnest and familiar talking with 
God 

 The Scriptures of God are my only foundation 
and substance in all matters of weight and im-
portance. 

 

******************************************

********************************************
*
*
*
*
*

47 volunteers and many donations!  

We packaged 15,120 meals.   

More photos next issue. 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/799414
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/799414
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/799414
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(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

  1  -  Courtney Masters 
 Betty McConnell 
  2  - Eva Dye 
 Missie Colson 
  4  - Brenda Hubbell 
  5  - Jimmy Tarbutton 
  6  - Nancy Hunt 
  7  - Camden Pettit 
 12  - Leigh Masters 
 Drew Watson 
 14  - Mitzi Head 
 Evan Abraham 
 Sheppard Watson 
 15  - Linda Ballenger 
 20  - Hartley Scott 
 23  - Lauren Duke Woods 
 25  - Tony Williams 
 28  - Ariana Brew 

Where: Hendersonville—First Presbyterian Church 

    When: Monday, August 2 

Time:  11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 

Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org  
and enter:  

       HendersonvilleCM to schedule an appointment 

RED CROSS COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 


