
 

THE WINDOW 

First Presbyterian Church 

Hendersonville, TN    

March 2022 

Dear Friends, 
 
Henri Nouwen once summarized the importance of Jesus Christ this way, “It is 
Advent, Christ is coming; it is Christmas, Christ is being born; it is Lent, 
Christ is suffering; it is Holy Week, Christ is dying; it is Easter, Christ is risen; 
it is Pentecost, Christ is sending his Spirit.  All other events – personal, social, 
or political – derive their meaning from the Christ-event.” 
 
Jesus Christ is the focus of our lives.  The priority.  We find a wonderful story 
of a man called Bartimaeus, who was blind (Luke 10:46-52).  He is sitting by 
the side of the road begging for anything a sympathetic person would offer on 
their way in or out of Jericho.  However, most people would ignore a person 
like Bartimaeus.  He is invisible.  As he is sitting along the road, he hears con-

versations that Jesus is on his way out of town.   This blind, invisible man begins to make himself known by 
yelling out Jesus, “Son of David, have mercy on me.”  People attempt to quiet him but he is desperate and per-
sistent.  He yells even louder.  Suddenly, Jesus stops and calls him.  They tell the blind man that Jesus is call-
ing you.  Bartimaeus throws off his cloak, springs to his feet, and comes to Jesus.  Jesus heals the blind beggar 
and changes his life forever.  Bartimaeus regains his sight and follows Jesus into Jerusalem. 
 
Bartimaeus is an example of discipleship, what it means to follow Jesus as a disciple.  The most important item 
in Bartimaeus’ life was his cloak.  The cloak provided protection from the weather, warmth in the cold, and 
covering for sleeping.  When Bartimaeus was blind, he used it as a collection plate.  People would toss change 
into the cloak that was in his lap.  When Jesus calls him, he throws off his cloak.  His one most important item 
in life is tossed aside.  Why is this important in our story?  The act of throwing his cloak aside symbolizes his 
changed life.  He is leaving his former life behind to follow Jesus.  His values have changed now because of 
Jesus.  He no longer is dependent on other people’s sympathetic offerings.  He is no longer relying on people 
escorting him around town.  Everything is changed because Jesus Christ called him and healed him.  The 
Christ-event changed his focus and purpose.   
 
What is most important in our life?  Jesus Christ invites all of us to throw aside those things that seem so im-
portant.  When you look at your life, what are you holding tightly?  What is in your grip?  Letting go of “life’s 
things” that seem so comforting and important is vital in following Jesus.  Each week during Lent we will have 
the opportunity to participate in a spiritual practice together as a congregation.  Starting on March 6, there will 
be a scripture, prayer, or another spiritual practice to follow each week.  These practices will sharpen our focus 
on Jesus Christ and connect us together as First Presbyterian Church.  We will have the opportunity to walk 
through the six weeks of Lent together.  These practices can be done individually or as a family (or both).     
 
I hope you will make the time to walk with me through Lent.  Just like Bartimaeus, we will walk into Jerusa-
lem on Palm Sunday to experience Christ’s supper, Christ’s suffering, Christ’s death, and Christ’s resurrection.  
May we prioritize the Christ-event in our lives. 
 
Love and Prayers,    



 

**************************************************************************************** 

This Summer we are sending another group to volunteer with the Appala-
chia Service Project.  The week we will be going is July 10-16.  If you are 
interested, please contact Michael or Linda.  So far we have four adults and 
two youth participating.   

 

Lent resources for your journey through Lent to Easter. 
 
The Cross and Me - for families with young children.  Each day has a devotion, 
prayer, and activity for application. 
 
A Season of Grace - this devotion helps the senior adult ponder Christ's journey to 
the cross and empty tomb.  Each day offers a verse from the Bible, devotional 
thought, short prayer, application suggestion, and additional scripture to read. 
 
Drawn to the Cross - this devotional focuses on the inspirational writing of Henri 
Nouwen.  Reflections and prayers are written by Gil Duchow. 

**************************************************************************************** 



 
In Disney’s The Lion King, the wise priest Rafiki finds Simba in another land.  
Simba thinks he is the cause of his father’s death.  He is lost.  He has forgot-
ten who he is, the rightful king.  He is trying to hide from his past.  In the con-
versation, Simba says going back home will be difficult.  At that point, Rafiki 
hits him in the head with his walking stick.  Simba complains asking him why 
he did hit him.  Rafiki – “It does not matter; it is in the past.”  Simba – “But it 
still hurts.”  Rafiki – “Yes, the past can hurt; but the way I see it you can ei-
ther run from it, or learn from it.”   Rafiki swings the stick one more time and 
Simba ducks, learning from the past.   

  
Two scriptures to think about: 

 Romans 5:4 – For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endur-
ance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 

 Deuteronomy 4:9 – Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the 
things which your eyes have seen and they do not depart from your heart all the days of your life; but make 
them known to your sons and your grandsons. 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

The Youth Group went bowling in the month of February.  

Notice closely the score board.  First score is the pastor’s.  

Looks like he was hot!  Everyone had a blast! 

Just a reminder to set your clocks 

forward one hour.  Daylight Savings 

Time begins on Sunday, March 13th.  

You don’t want to be late for church! 

**************************************************************************************** 



 

Every year each session member writes a few words describing what they believe about God, Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit, the Church, and service.  Then we combine everyone’s descriptions into one statement of faith that we 
recite at the beginning of every session meeting. 

We believe God is holy and eternal, and exists in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

We believe God the Father is the Creator and Sustainer of life, and is sovereign over everything. 

God pursues us with His love, tempering judgment for our sins with abundant forgiveness, mercy,     

and grace. 

 

We believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God, our Savior and Lord, and our friend. 

We believe Jesus died and rose from the dead to atone for our sins and create in us new life, abundant 

and eternal. 

Jesus showed us how to have more love, generosity, and humility in our relationships with God and   

others. 

 

We believe the Holy Spirit dwells in all believers and guides our thoughts and actions. 

We believe the Spirit convicts, corrects, restores, and empowers us, enabling us to grow in God’s love, 

peace, and joy. 

Through the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we connect with other believers and share God’s truth with those 

who don’t know Him. 

 

We believe the church is the body of Christ, comprised of all Christian believers. 

We believe Jesus sends His church into the world to share His grace, justice, and peace with others. 

As the family of God, the church is called to interact in worship, service, encouragement, and fellowship. 

 

We believe compassionate service is evidence of Christ’s love at work in our lives. 

We believe we are called to follow Jesus by helping the poor, sick, outcast, and brokenhearted. 

In response to God’s love and grace, we serve Christ through our service to others. 

 



Daily Bible Reading 
In 2022, the daily Bible reading schedule will take you on a journey between the Old and New Testament 
books.  There will be three or four chapters a day.  Each month consists of 25 readings.  You will have several 
days each month (during and at the end of the month) to reflect on your favorite selections or catchup on 
missed readings.   
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS—MARCH 
 
    March 1 Hebrews 1-3, Psalm 24      
    March 2 Hebrews 4-6, Psalm 25     
    March 3 Hebrews 7-10, Psalm 26 
    March 4 Hebrews 11-13. Psalm 27 
    March 5 Reflection 
 
    March 6 Numbers 1-3, Psalm 28 
    March 7 Numbers 4-7, Psalm 29 
    March 8 Numbers 8-10, Psalm 30 
    March 9 Numbers 11-14, Psalm 31 
    March 10 Numbers 15-17, Psalm 32 
    March 11 Numbers 18-21, Psalm 33 
    March 12 Reflection 
  
    March 13 Numbers 22-24, Psalm 34 
    March 14 Numbers 25-27, Psalm 35 
    March 15 Numbers 28-30, Psalm 36 
    March 16 Numbers 31-33, Psalm 37:1-22 
    March 17 Numbers 34-36, Psalm 37:23-40 
    March 18 Galatians 1-3, Psalm 38 
    March 19 Reflection    
 
    March 20 Galatians 4-6, Psalm 39 
    March 21 Deuteronomy 1-4, Psalm 40 
    March 22 Deuteronomy 5-7, Psalm 41 
    March 23 Deuteronomy 8-10, Psalm 42 
    March 24 Deuteronomy 11-13, Psalm 43 
    March 25 Deuteronomy 14-16, Psalm 44 
    March 26 Reflection    
 
    March 27 Deuteronomy 17-19, Psalm 45 
    March 28 Deuteronomy 20-22, Psalm 46 
    March 29 Deuteronomy 23-26, Psalm 47 
    March 30 Reflection  
    March 31 Reflection 

*****************************************************************************************

Office Volunteers Needed:  Linda Agee is in the process of recruiting 
volunteers who would be willing to work in the church office occasionally, 
as needed.  The main duties would be answering the phone, greeting visitors 
and simple clerical work.  We are also searching for one or two individuals 
who would be willing to learn how to do the weekly bulletin, which is a 
Word document that is edited each week.  Linda will be having some sur-
gery on her foot in the next two or three months and will have to be out of 
commission for at least a week or two and unable to get around without 
crutches for at least six weeks.  Please let Linda know if you would be will-
ing to be put on the office volunteer call list.   



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 5 

  11:00 am Staff 
Meeting 

6:30 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

8:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

1:00 pm Watercolor 
Class 

7:00 pm Ash Wednes-
day  Service 

7:00 pm NA Meeting 

 

11:00 am 
Zoom Bible 
Study 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting 

Bell Festival – 
Tulip Grove 
Baptist 
Church 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 am Youth  
Gathering 

10:00 am Sew 
Many Blessings 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

6:00 pm Missions 
Meeting 

6:00 pm Educa-
tion Meeting 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

 

10:00 am PW 
Bible Study 

6:30 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

8:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

10:00 am Membership 
Meeting 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Adult Choir 

7:00 pm NA Meeting 

11:00 am 
Zoom Bible 
Study 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship - 
Communion 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

Daylight Savings Time 
Begins 

10:00 am Sew 
Many Blessings 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

Spring Break 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 

6:30 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

Spring Break 

8:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

1:00 pm Watercolor 
Class 

6:30 pm Budget & 
Finance Meeting 

7:00 pm Adult Choir 

7:00 pm NA Meeting 

Window Deadline 

Spring Break 

 

11:00 am 
Zoom Bible 
Study 

Spring Break 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting 

Spring Break 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 am Youth  
Gathering  

10:00 am Sew 
Many Blessings 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

7:00 pm Session 
Meeting 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

 

6:30 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

  

8:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

7:00 pm Adult Choir 

7:00 pm NA Meeting 

11:00 am 
Zoom Bible 
Study 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting 

 

27 28 29 30 31     

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

  

10:00 am Sew 
Many Blessings 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting 

  

6:30 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

  

8:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

7:00 pm Adult Choir 

7:00 pm NA Meeting 

11:00 am 
Zoom Bible 
Study 

    

March 2022 



January 2022 
Revenue     $ 19,153.33 
Expenses    $ 26,598.31     
 Shortfall     $ -7,444.98 

SERMON SCHEDULE 
 

March 2 – Isaiah 58:1-12, God’s purpose for fasting (Ash Wednesday – disposition of ashes) 
March 6 – Tom Tyndall preaching 
March 13 – Duel citizens, Philippians 3:17-4:1 (Communion) 
March 20 – God’s invitations to unimaginable resources, Isaiah 55:1-9 
March 27 –  Lost son number 1, Luke 15:1-3; 11-32 

 

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayed for congregation 

 Affirmed our faith using the new statement of faith 

 Approved minutes from January 17 and January 30 

 Received presbytery meeting report 

 Approved ministry unit reports 
 Moving surplus of $54,915.20 to the reserve fund 
 Heard report of emergency response guidelines 
 Scheduled a Town Meeting for March 20 to review Emergency 

response guidelines with congregation 

 Heart pastor’s report 

It is hard to believe that Lent is almost here which means Easter is not far behind.  It 
seems that we just celebrated Christmas.  I’m not sure I’ve completely recovered 
from Christmas, but I am still thinking about the wonderful Lessons and Carols ser-
vice back in December.  I think that was a high point for both myself and the choir.  
But before I continue, I want to send another thank you to the Adult Choir and the 
others that joined us and contributed to the wonderful singing for the Lessons and 
Carols and Christmas Eve.  They always work very hard, and this time was no excep-
tion.  I do want the choir to know that I appreciate all that they do for the church and 
for our Lord.  Thank you for everything.   

 
With Lent and Easter just around the corner, the choir is busy preparing music for the season.  In addition to 
the Sundays that the choir will sing, we will also sing for the Ash Wednesday service, which is March 2 at 
7:00 p.m.  Also, the choir will continue their tradition of singing several anthems, for the Maundy Thursday 
service, that tell the story of Jesus as prepared to go to the cross.  In previous years, many people have told me 
that they thought this service was both moving and powerful.  I hope that will be the same this year.  The 
Maundy Thursday service will be Thursday, April 14.  Then, on Easter Sunday, we celebrate the resurrection 
of our Lord with the hymns and choir anthems accompanied by brass instruments and organ.  I think that it 
will be a joyous day.  Please do come out and support the choir in their endeavors as we are reminded of  
God’s love for us.  If any of you would like to sing with us for those services, we have begun working on the 
music.  Please join us for rehearsals each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.  -  Tony Williams 

**************************************************************************************** 

On Wednesday, March 2nd we will have an Ash 
Wednesday service at 7:00 P.M.  The choir will 
sing, along with a homily, and placing ashes on 
foreheads.  Like last year, we will use a Qtip for 
the ashes.    
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  2  - Marian Pasinger 

 Kevin Suhr 

  8  - John Martin 

  9  - Diana Lynn 

13 - Shirley Martin 

 Isabella Woods 

23 - Emily Wilkie 

27 - Lauren Edmonson 

 Barbara Brooks 

28 - Michael Davis 

30 - Jennifer Haag 

 Will Masters 


