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Dear Friends, 

A Sunday school class was studying the Ten Commandments.  The teacher asked if any-
one could tell her what was the tenth commandment. Susie raised her hand, stood tall, 
and quoted, “thou shall not take the covers off the neighbor’s wife.”   

 

How well do you know the Ten Commandments?  The confirmation class is using The 
Study Catechism (Confirmation Version) to study the meaning of the Ten Command-
ments.  The fourth commandment is keeping the Sabbath holy.  What is so important 
about remembering the Sabbath?  This catechism explains, “God requires a special day 
to be set apart so that worship can be at the center of my life.  It is right to honor God 
with thanks and praise, and to hear and receive God’s Word.”    

 

The Ten Commandments are recorded in Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5.  The Deuteronomy reference ex-
plains the Sabbath is a reminder of the time God’s people were slaves in Egypt and God delivered them, “with 
a mighty hand and outstretched arm” (v. 15).  It seems strange that God would command a day off.  I can’t im-
agine any person refusing to take a day off, when told by the boss.  Can you?  Why the command to rest?  God 
knew that we would work ourselves to a frenzy.  We would push ourselves to the point where we are enslaved 
by our driven-ness to prove our value and make more money.  God knew we would end up right back in 
“Egypt,” enslaved by our own busyness.  Freedom would be exchanged for a driven, distracted life that forgets 
God.  Sabbath helps us remember God’s purposes for us.   

 

J. Dana Trent, in her book For Sabbath’s Sake offers an insight to why Sabbath is vital for our survival and re-
lationship with God.  “For Jews, Sabbath is the gift of time from God granted to shackled people who did not 
own their time.  Ego fuels our driven-ness.  I rely on my ability to produce and perform according to the moti-
vations of culture and myself.  Sabbath time is a gift from God to identify my golden calves – ego, selfishness, 
envy, lust, greed, and pride.  It gives me time to not produce in order to identify my overproducing abilities that 
are harmful to my life.”  Sabbath helps both Jews and Christians identify the parts of our lives that enslave us 
and steal our freedom to live in relationship with Jesus Christ.   

 

Once we identify distractions, Sabbath helps us slow down and even stop our busyness to think about God’s 
love.  It is like pushing the pause button on the remote control.  God wants us to have time to pause our busy-
ness to remember his loving presence and heavenly purposes for us.  Sometimes we go through our weekly 
routine not hearing any word of God’s abundant love.  It is difficult to see and hear God in the rush of life and 
volume of the world around us.  God commands the Sabbath.  Stop and take a break from the routines that pre-
occupy and distract us.  The Sabbath deepens our relationship with Jesus Christ and enriches our lives.  Amaz-
ing, God’s commandment ends up being a gift! 

 

Lent is a wonderful time to create some Sabbath rests.  There are some suggestions inside. 

 

Love and Prayers,   



The Hendersonville Home Bound Meals Program (HBMP) is an all volunteer organiza-
tion founded in 1982 to serve the elderly population of Hendersonville.  In 1982 the 
average number of meals served was 17.  Today the average number served is 115 and 
we have a waiting list.  Our ability to serve the increasing demand is only limited by 
our funding.  HBMP is a 501C3 tax exempt program.  We rely on grants, donations 
from civic groups, churches, donation boxes, and individuals.  Our major fundraiser is 
our Pancake Breakfast and Silent Auction held the last Saturday in October.  Funds re-
ceived during the year go directly to cost of meals; no recipient is required to contribute 
but many do contribute something.  Volunteers for HBMP deliver meals 5 days a week 

but just as important they provide a friendly visit and quick safety check.  If you or someone you know would 
like more information about volunteering or applying for the meals call 615.824.0811 and speak to the site 
manager.   

***********************************************************************************************************

***********************************************************************************************************

This is a little boy who 
received glasses from 
our Eyeglass Drive.  
Luke Batey tagged the 
pair of glasses that the 
boy is wearing, so that 
is why the picture has 
Luke’s name at the 
top. 

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

 

These little guys and gals are making their way 
to homes of children who attend Community 
Child Care.  Thanks to the Monday Morning 
Crochet Group! 

Mark your calendars for Rise Against Hunger—June 29th 
from 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  First Presbyterian Church will 
be hosting this event, and we will need about 40 volunteers 
to package a goal of 10,000 meals!  Stay tuned for opportu-
nities to volunteer and to donate money to support the event.  
Contact Billy or Eva Dye for more information. 

***********************************************************************************************************

COOKING IN HIS SERVICE . . . AGAIN 

Some of you may remember that our church used to pro-
vide individual home-cooked meals, frozen and stored in 
the Martin Hall freezer. They’re back! We want to provide 
an easy meal for you when you may not be feeling well, or 
if you would like to minister to a friend or neighbor who 
could use a visit and a little sustenance.  

No need to ask permission. Feel free to grab one of the en-
trees anytime. If you add a bag of salad, you’re good to go 
with a healthy lunch or dinner! The current options involve 
pasta and sauce, so even vegetarians can use this service. If 
you have questions or would like to help provide meals in 
the future, please see Paulette Farnham or Stan Campbell. 



 

***********************************************************************************************************

What a joy to be part of such a loving church family!  And to be part of a church 
that offers so many different opportunities to worship and connect!  The Praise 
Band is one such avenue. 
 
We are called the “Praise Band,” and we do regularly gather to plan and to learn 
music.  It is not our primary mission, however, to present a flawless sound, but to 
make preparation to bring ourselves and the congregation in to a worshipful expe-
rience, to lead with humility, and to do so in such a way that glorifies God.  We are 
a close-knit group, and we do have fun in the process; but we also have a keen 
awareness that we are ministering through music.  As a matter of fact, one could 

consider perhaps that  “Worship Team” rather than “Praise Band” is a more accurate description of the group. 
 
Research shows that in church settings there is a very distinct difference in “Music Performers” and “Worship 
Teams.”  It has been said that groups of musicians playing together are called “bands” and worship bands are 
referred to as “teams” because they function as one.  To copy a statement by a Worship Pastor: “Creating a 
team environment takes work and intentionality.  You have to commit to it, but the reward of serving your con-
gregation as a team is great.”    
 
First Presbyterian Church is blessed with so much amazing talent--groups that include both professional and 
non-professional musicians.  The Praise Band/Worship Team is grateful to have such an accomplished musi-
cian as Drew Covington to lead and to teach and who does so with gentle kindness, humbleness--and patience!   
His task is not always an easy one; sometimes in rehearsals we laughingly refer to ourselves as “Train Wreck”-
-- a sense of humor is indeed a wonderful attribute! 
 
As a Worship Team, we are to encourage and support each other and to disciple those who may be interested in 
or who feel God’s calling to minister through praise music; and  the Welcome Mat is always out!  We general-
ly rehearse on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm and serve in the Worship Service once a month.  Please contact the 
church office (615-824-8604) or Janice Yearout (615-584-4390) if you have questions or are interested in be-
ing a part of this Worship Team…or simply come to our rehearsal.  We would love to have you! - Janice 
Yearout 
 
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 
  1 Peter 4:10 
 

God lights our way through the Acolytes. Acolytes have a long history in the 
church. They perform the very important function to bring the light of Christ into 
the sanctuary at the beginning of each worship service and carry the light of 
Christ out into the world at the end of each service. As our Acolytes bring 
Christ’s light into the sanctuary, let us remember to cherish, appreciate and re-
spect this important time of preparing for worship with silence, reflection and 
prayer. 

 
Preparations for the year are under way for special worship through out the year, beginning with our Women’s 
Sunday followed by Lent and Easter. Our traditional Easter Cross will be erected on Good Friday. The annual 
Easter Brunch and Egg Hunt will be between the two worship services on Easter Sunday. Continuing on in 
special services will be our Men’s Sunday on Fathers Day in June and remembering our past 150 years with 
Historical Trivia on every third Sunday of the month leading up to special celebrations (Outdoor Service and 
Picnic as well as Guest Pastors} during the month of October. In November we will once again celebrate All 
Saints Sunday with a time to honor loved ones and members that have preceded us in death and are sharing in 
God’s Glory. We will then enter into Thanksgiving and the Advent season celebrating the birth of Jesus with 
our Christmas Eve Candlelight Services. 
 
Our Traditional Easter Cross will be erected on Good Friday and will be ready to receive your contributions of 
living flowers on Easter Morning. Our Easter Cross is a tradition which was begun by the Tuesday night Con-
nection Group. This year we are dedicating the Cross in Memory of Ruth Segers and Steve Young who were 
instrumental to its beginning here at Hendersonville First Presbyterian Church. 

 



Hendersonville First Presbyterian Church is celebrating our 150 Year Anniversary this year.  This is a celebra-
tion of God moving within our community through the decades, and how this has affected the history of Hen-
dersonville.  There will be several events that we hope our community will share with us.  

 
Please join us April 30, 2019 

 “Coffee With Angela Howell” 

Hendersonville First Presbyterian Church – Martin Hall 

9:00 a.m. – Meet and Greet 

10:00 a.m. – A Conversation With Angela 

 
Angela Howell is a nationally recognized spiritual speaker, artist, photographer, best-selling author of Finding 
the Gift – Meditations for Mindfulness and a Hendersonville resident.  She is a heartfelt communicator who 
knows how to triumph in the midst of adversity. Retired minister, Paul Frank, says, “Angela Howell is an au-
thor who takes the ordinary, everyday stuff and causes us to look at it once again through her grace-filled eyes.  
Her deep sense of commitment to her Creator has infused her writing with much joy and self-awareness.”   
 
Angela’s art is displayed at All About Art on Main Street. She is donating a painting created just for this event 
for silent auction. The proceeds will go toward our historic cemetery restoration. 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A JOYFUL MORNING.   

ADMISSION IS FREE.  RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED. 615-824-8604 

 
*You may also want to visit our History Room and stroll through our historic cemetery after the event. Histo-
rians will be available to answer any questions. 

150th Anniversary  
Message to the Congregation 

 
James and I have been members of 
Hendersonville First Presbyterian 
Church since September of 2004.  Over 
the past 15 years we have been richly 
blessed by this community of believers 
who have been with us through many 
seasons of our life and marriage.   
 
Early in our attendance we attended 

Saltshakers (Adult Fellowship) and that helped us connect with 
members on a personal level.  We were not in position to join a 
Connection Group at the time due to our work schedules.   
 
Having joined as near newlyweds, we have since had 2 children 
(Charlotte and Grant) and have dealt with the death of a parent.  
In 2014 when we found out we were expecting we were amazed 
at the outpouring of shared joy. We were further blessed by an 
amazing baby shower that provided for all our needs and again 
confirmed for us how much our fellow congregation members 
meant to us. 
 
We are truly grateful for our Hendersonville First Presbyterian 
Church family and for their being a part of our family’s lives.—
Kelly Horton   

***********************************************************************************************************

 

***************************************

Vacation Bible School is only a few 
short months away!  The dates and 
times for this year are July 8-12 from 
9:00—11:30 a.m.  Please contact Eva 
Dye (evadye@yahoo.com) if you are 
interested in volunteering! 
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Volunteer Opportunity 

Tri-Star Hendersonville Medical Center is reaching out to local churches with a 

unique and rewarding opportunity.  They are currently in need of volunteers for spe-

cial jobs like escorting patients to and from Radiology and lab areas, pushing pa-

tients to the entrance after discharge, sorting and collating documents, and helping 

visitors with general hospital information. 

There is currently a morning shift opportunity from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and an 

afternoon shift from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Each volunteer is given complimen-

tary lunch at our hospital café.  If any of you are interested in serving the community in this way, please con-

tact Pastor Willie Acevedo, Chaplain and Volunteer Coordinator at TriStar Hendersonville Medical Center at 

615-969-7180 or Willie.Acevedo@HCAhealthcare.com. 

 

***********************************************************************************************************

DON’T PASS OVER THIS EASTER MEAL! 

Between our two celebratory worship services on Easter morning, April 21, we’re planning an hour of food 
and fun. Please plan to attend the Easter potluck brunch. The church will provide drinks and a ham or two, 
and we’re asking for your contributions to round out the meal. If you have a can’t-miss favorite recipe, 
please bring it. But if you’re looking for ideas, consult the following chart for how you can help.  

After we eat, our traditional kids’ egg hunt will commence. Please come . . . and bring a friend! 

 

 If your last name starts with:  Please bring: 

 A—C     Dessert 

 D—G     Bread, rolls, or muffins 

 H—K     Salad of some sort 

 L—Z     A vegetable dish 

***********************************************************************************************************

Sabbath Suggestions: 
 
1. Make some time to spend with God on Sunday afternoons.  Maybe take a 
leisurely       walk in the neighborhood or park. 
2. Take 5-10 minutes each day to read a devotional or Bible verses.  Read one 
Psalm a day or one chapter of one of the gospels. 
3. Create some Sabbath time each night, after the kids are in bed and day’s 
work is completed.  Sit outside looking at the stars.  Thank God for the day and 
the beauty of his creation. 
4. The purpose of Sabbath is breaking the routine of the working work.  Pick 
one day during the week to intentionally pause your schedule.  The amount of 
time is not as important as avoiding the tendency to push oneself to produce 
and work.   
5. Throughout the day take little Sabbath breaks.  Create pauses in your rou-
tine to simply breath.  Call it “breathing intentionally.”  Remind yourself that 
the Lord holds your life and gives you the very breath you are inhaling. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

 10:00 am Crochet 
Group 
10:00 am Women’s 
Book Group 
6:00 pm Local Mis-
sions Meeting 
7:00 pm Commu-
nity Singers     
Practice 
 

10:00 am Staff 
Meeting 
11:00 am Lenten 
Sermon Bible 
Study 
7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 
1:00 pm Watercolor 
Class 
5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School     
Program 
7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 
 

6:30 pm Gifts 
& Giving 
Meeting 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in 
MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language 
Class 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

9:00 am Sunday 
School 
10:00 am Worship-
Communion 
11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 
6:30 pm Book 
Club 
7:00 pm Commu-
nity Singers     
Practice 
 

11:00 am Lenten 
Sermon Bible 
Study 
6:00 pm Life  
Issues Support 
Group 
7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 
1:00 pm Watercolor 
Class 
5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School     
Program 
6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 
7:00 pm Budget & 
Finance Meeting 
7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 
 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in 
MH 
NaCoMe-
Confirmation 
Class 

9:00 am Sign 
Language 
Class 
NaCoMe-
Confirmation 
Class 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

7:00 am Room in the 
Inn 
9:00 am Sunday 
School 
10:00 am Worship-
Palm Sunday 
11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 
5:00 pm Confirmation 
Class 
No Connection 
Groups 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 
6:00 pm Member-
ship Meeting 
6:00 pm Education 
Meeting 
7:00 pm Session 
Meeting 
7:00 pm Commu-
nity Singers     
Practice 
 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 
11:00 am Lenten 
Sermon Bible 
Study 
5:00 pm Women’s 
Bible Study 
7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 
1:00 pm Watercolor 
Class 
5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School     
Program 
7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 
Window Deadline 

7:00 pm 
Maundy 
Thursday Ser-
vice 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in 
MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language 
Class 
Choir        
Rehearsal 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

8:45 am Easter - Early 
Service 
9:45 am Brunch/Egg 
Hunt 
11:00 am Easter - Late 
Service 
  

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 
7:00 pm Commu-
nity Singers     
Practice 
Michael-Study 
Leave 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 
Michael-Study 
Leave 

7:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 
1:00 pm Watercolor 
Class 
5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School     
Program 
7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 
Michael-Study 
Leave 

Michael-Study 
Leave 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in 
MH 
Michael-
Study Leave 

9:00 am Sign 
Language 
Class 
Michael-Study 
Leave 

28 29 30      

9:00 am Sunday 
School 
10:00 am Worship 
11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 
5:00 pm Confirmation 
Class 
Michael-Study Leave 
  

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 
7:00 pm Commu-
nity Singers Prac-
tice 
 

10:00 am 150th 
Anniversary 
Guest Speaker-
Angela Howell 
7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

  
  
  
  

    ****Note***
* 
NA Meetings  

in Martin 
Hall 

Mondays & 
Wednesdays 

7:00 p.m. 



SESSION ACTION 

 Heard report from 150th anniversary committee 

 Prayed for the congregational members 

 Approved minutes from February 8 

 Approved ministry unit reports 

 Approved Tony William’s edited job description 

SERMON SCHEDULE 

April 7 – The most important thing we do, Isaiah 43:16-21 (Communion). 

April 14 – Jesus’ long walk into Jerusalem, Luke 19:28-40 (Palm Sunday) 

April 21 – Where do we find Jesus? (Easter)  

April 28 – Guest preacher 

Thru February 2019 
 

Revenue $ 45,497.75 
Expenses $ 50,840.83 
Shortfall  $  5,343.08 

***********************************************************************************************************

BIDDEN OR UNBIDDEN, GOD IS PRESENT 
 
At the Ash Wednesday service, we affirmed once again, “In life and in death we belong to God.” No matter 
what happens in life, God is present with grace and love.  The Latin phrase, “Bidden or unbidden, God is pre-
sent” is our focus for the 150th anniversary.  Through the years, God has been present working through our 
church in the Hendersonville community.   
 
Lent is an opportunity to open ourselves up to what God is doing around us.  What is God doing in our com-
munity and how can we be a part of that kingdom work?  We listen for Christ’s invitation to follow, and while 
we don’t always realize God’s presence but we can be assured we are never alone.      
 
We hope you will join us for a very special Holy Week.  God’s presence will be very powerful. 

 
 
Palm Sunday – in the past several years we have combined Palm Sunday with Passion Sunday.  We 
begin the service with music and liturgy celebrating Jesus riding into Jerusalem.  He is King of 
kings and Lord of lords.  Hallelujah!  Then, the service transitions to the cross.  The tone of the mu-
sic and liturgy changes to reflect the scripture description of the crowd as they move from celebrat-
ing the King to demanding his death. 
 
 
 

Maundy Thursday – led by the choir, we look over the shoulders of 
the disciples, as they spend their last night with Jesus.  We share 
communion together with Jesus words, “This is my body broken for 
you.  This is my blood shed for you.” 

 
 

 
 
Easter – what a celebration!  The morning begins with bringing flowers to dec-
orate the floral cross.  The choir will burst with praise and adoration, along with 
the organ and brass instruments.  He is not here.  He has risen!  Alleluia! 

 



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 
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Linda Agee, Church Administrator  
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Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 
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   4  - Abigail Anderson Lucier 

   9  - Paulette Farnham 

 Lance Dary 

 10  - Bob Andrews 

 14  - Cathy Young 

 18  - Patti Williams Hossman 

 21  - Charles Batey 

 Dick Brooks 

 23  - Lee Carrier 

 25  - Linda Agee 
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