
 
 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
We are entering the season of joy.  Soon the decorations will be spread across our 
yards and neighborhoods.  Christmas trees pulled out of storage and dressed up in col-
or.  How about those recipes and Christmas tunes?  However, with our present pan-
demic restrictions, joy may be hiding this Christmas.  Maybe a little hard to find hid-
ing behind masks and lost with the recommendations for smaller gatherings.   
 
The Christmas message of joy cannot be hid.  It is alive and well.  In the wonderful 
carol Joy to the World, the whole earth is called to sing and repeat the sounding joy.  
Jesus was born in Bethlehem.  Joy to the world!  The Lord has come.  The first shep-
herds were awoken that special night by the angel praising God for this wonderful, 
special birth.  They are told, “Don’t be afraid; for I bring you good news of great joy 

for all people; to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord.     
 
Over the centuries and through all the world and national calamities, the song has not been silenced.  Joy to the 
world the Lord is here.  This joy is from heaven not earth.  Earth’s problems and our difficulties cannot quiet 
the message of joy.  The Grinch learned this truth in his story.  “And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice cold 
in the snow, stood puzzling and puzzling, how could it be so? It came without ribbons. It came without tags. It 
came without packages, boxes or bags. And he puzzled and puzzled 'till his puzzler was sore. Then the Grinch 
thought of something he hadn't before. What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store. What if 
Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more.” 
 
Joy is beyond the packages, boxes, and bags.  In his conversation about staying connected (abiding), Jesus says 
that joy is complete in him and not anywhere else (John 15:11).  I have wondered lately can a person be joyful 
and sad at the same time?  If joy comes from Jesus, it is not an emotion like happiness.  Can a person struggle 
with life’s circumstances and still be joyful?  I say yes.  Joy is not a happy feeling.  Joy is realization that Jesus 
Christ is closer than a friend.  It is a sense of comfort, strength, and assurance during good and bad times.  It is 
the reassurance that nothing can separate us from God’s love.  It is the gift of living as daughters and sons of 
God.  Nothing can change that promise.   
 
Nehemiah captures this idea of joy that is beyond packages, decorations, and 
happy occasions.  The Torah had been found in the rubble of Jerusalem.  The 
people had been lost from God’s Word for years while in captivity.  The priest 
Ezra reads from the book of Law of Moses.  The people listened and understood 
what was being read.  They were overcome with grief.  This is when Nehemiah 
says that famous quote, “Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to 
them who have nothing prepared, for this day is holy to the Lord.  Do not grieve, 
for the joy of the Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10).  The joy of the Lord is 
our strength.  What is the joy of the Lord?  The joy of the Lord in this passage is 
people hearing, understanding, and responding to God’s Word.  What brings the 
Lord joy?  The Lord is joyful when we are growing in his grace and love.   
 
Joy often shows up in unusual places.  A baby’s birth in a stable.  An innocent 
man dying on a cross.  May every heart make him room this Advent season. 
 
Love and Prayers, 

 

The Window—December 2020 



**************************************************************************************** 

FROM HEAVEN ABOVE 
 

“From heav’n above to earth I come to bear good news to ev’ry home; 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, whereof I now will say and sing: 

To you this night is born a child of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

This little child of lowly birth shall be the joy of all the earth. 

These are the signs that you shall mark: The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid by whom the heav’ns and earth were made.” 

How glad we’ll be to find it so!  Then with the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done in sending us His own dear Son. 

Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, and see what in the manger lies. 

Who is this child, so young and fair?  It is the Christ Child lying there. 

Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery that You might share Your joy with me. 

Ah, Lord, though You created all, how weak You are, so poor and small, 

That You should choose to lay Your head where lowly cattle lately fed! 

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart for You to dwell within my heart. 

—Martin Luther 

 

 

 

 

The Missions Ministry Unit invites the congregation to help make Christmas a 
little more special for the families at Community Child Care again this year!  
Gifts should be brought to the church by December 13th and should not be 
wrapped.  Please attach your wish list card to the gifts when you drop them off. 

 

 

 

 

There are many ways to help this year!   

 Pick up an Angel wish list after the church service starting November 22. 

 Drive by the church on December 1 from 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. and Michael will bring an Angel wish 
list to your car. 

 Email or call Eva Dye (evadye@yahoo.com or 615-559-3860),  and she will send you information. 

 Make a donation, and we’ll do the shopping for you!   Please send checks to the church office and desig-
nate as Angel Tree. 

 Buy a gift from the Amazon wish list for First Presbyterian Church Angels.  The list can be accessed at the 
following link:   https://tinyurl.com/FPCangeltree 

 Think about working together with another family or members of your connection group to share the cost 
of buying gifts. 

mailto:evadye@yahoo.com
https://tinyurl.com/FPCangeltree


   RED CROSS COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVES  - DECEMBER 

    Where: Hendersonville—First Presbyterian Church 

    When: December  3, December  22, December  30 

     Time:  11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 

Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS  

or visit RedCrossBlood.org  and enter:  

       HendersonvilleCM to schedule an appointment 

 

COPING WITH  

HOLIDAY BLUES 

………………………… 

 

 Keep expectations for the holiday 
season manageable. 

 Make a list and prioritize the most 
important activities.  Be realistic 
about what you can and cannot do. 

 Remember that the holiday season 
does not automatically banish rea-
sons for feeling sad or lonely.  There 
is room for these feelings to be pre-
sent. 

 Let go of the past.  Don’t be disap-
pointed if your holidays are not like 
they used to be.  Life brings changes. 

 Do something for someone else. 

 Enjoy holiday activities that are free, 
such as driving around to look at 
Christmas decorations. 

 Don’t be afraid to try something 
new.  Celebrate the holidays in a 
way you have not done before. 

 Spend time with people who are sup-
portive and care about you. 

 Find time for yourself.  Don’t spend 
all your time providing activities for 
your family and friends. 

 

………………………… 

 

Source: The National Mental Health  

Association 

**************************************************************************************** 

Saint Nicholas was a Christian 
bishop who provided for the 
poor and sick.  He lived in Pata-
ra, Lycia, an area which is part 
of Turkey today.  His parents 
died at a young age.  It was re-
ported that he used his inher-
itance to help those in need.  He 
was a devout Christian and later 
became the bishop of Myra.  He 

died in 343.  One famous story tells about a man who was going 
to have to sell his daughters into slavery because he could not 
afford a dowry for them to marry.  Nicholas put a bag of money 
in the house for each to marry.  There are many reports of him 
helping those in need, becoming known as the protector of chil-
dren and sailors.  Legion has continued through every generation 
that this Saint Nicholas is Santa Claus, the gift-giver.  Here is the 
prayer for the Feast of Saint Nicholas.   
 
We humbly implore your mercy, Lord: protect us in all dangers 
through the prayers of the Bishop Saint Nicholas, that the way of 
salvation may lie open before us.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
**************************************************** 

 



Brenda Hubbell—The Christmas season is spe-
cial.  I enjoy sharing meals with family and reading 
the Christmas story .  It is always delightful when 
the grandchildren are gathered to hear the Christmas 
story.  Christmas 2020 may be different because of 
covid but my wish is that we stay connected through 
calls, cards and even window visits.  Merry Christ-
mas! Prayer- Lord give me the courage to connect 
with others.  Bring to my attention this coming sea-
son a person or persons who need an encouraging 
word or prayer. In the name of the great human con-
nector, Christ, I pray.  Amen  (Prayer from “prayer 
encounters”, Paul M. Burns)  

Ched Yearout—As the Christ-
mas Season approaches it is far 
too easy to dwell on the diffi-
culties of 2020. As Christians, 
though, my prayer is that we 
focus on the celebration of 
Christ’s birth and the gift He 
gave. I wish a Merry Christmas, 
peace, joy and happiness to 
all.  I am honored to serve our 
wonderful and loving church as 
an elder. 

Richard Roche—I wish 
for each of you a blessed 
holiday.  May the spirit of 
Christmas bring joy to 
you and your family. 

Evelyn Kemp—My wish for 
you this Christmas is that 
you stay well and have faith 
that God causes all things to 
work together for good for 
those who love him. 

David Abbott—I pray that 
through God’s love and 
presence, you experience 
hope, love, joy, and peace, 
this Christmas and into the 
new year. 

Kathy Ebbert—To borrow 
from Pope Francis: God never 
gives someone a gift they are 
not capable of receiving. If he 
gives us the gift of Christmas, 
it is because we all have the 
ability to understand and re-
ceive it.  May we all in this 
season of peace, love and re-
membrance, put aside the cra-
ziness of this past year, and 
open our hearts and minds to 
receive and relish the gift of 
Christmas!  



June Still—As we maneuver 
through the holidays, most 
likely different than ever be-
fore, may God’s love surround 
you and give you peace. 

 

Jim Perry—As we approach 
the celebration of God’s great-
est gift to the earth, the birth of 
Jesus Christ, we must hope God 
puts His hand on us and blesses 
humankind with the peace of 
the season, healing for the sick 
of both body and mind, love for 
each other throughout the com-
ing year. In Jesus’ name we 
pray.  Amen 

Janna Willis—A silent 
Night, A Star Above, A 
blessed gift of hope and 
love. Merry Christmas 
to all. 

J.T. Thompson—As we find ourselves here at the 
end of what has been a very trying year for many, if 
not most of us, may the joyous celebration of our 
Savior’s birth provide abundant hope and serve as a 
reminder that we are not alone, better times are 
ahead, and there is always a glorious light at the 
end of the darkest tunnel.  Merry Christmas friends!  

Eva Dye—This past year 
has been filled with anxiety, 
worry, and stress!  As we 
approach the Christmas sea-
son, my prayer is that we 
put that worry aside and fo-
cus on the hope, peace, joy, 
and love that Christ’s birth 
brings to us. 

Michael Davis—May the God of 
Christmas bless you and your 
family with love that assures you, 
strength that encourages you, and 
peace that comforts you.    



***********************************************************************************************************  

Dear First Presbyterian Church family,  
 
There are just no words to adequately express our appreciation for your support 
during my recent health scare. To all who called, emailed or texted, and to those 
who sent cards and/or food, we can't say thank you enough. But mostly, we thank 
you for your prayers. To know that so many were lifting us up to the Lord gave us 
more courage, comfort and peace than you can imagine. We give God all the glory 
and thanks that the cancer did not spread. We also thank him for placing us in a 
church family who truly knows how to love their pastor and his wife. We are so 
blessed. God is good, all the time.   
 
- Love and prayers, Pam and Michael. 

***********************************************************************************************************  

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 
 
“ We were overwhelmed by the number of cards, calls and good wishes 
from the First Presbyterian Church family on Bill’s 90th birthday.  He 
had a wonderful celebration!   It reminds us how blessed we are to be a 
part of such a warm and loving congregation.  Thank you all.”  
 
- Bill & Sandy Keene 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service 
 

At the recommendation of the Worship Committee, the Session 
approved not having an in-person Christmas Eve service this 
year.  Recording the service will allow us to have vocals and in-
struments enriching the service.  You will have the opportunity to 
take communion and light candles at home.   

***********************************************************************************************************  



SERMON SCHEDULE 
December 6 – The reality of life, Isaiah 40:1-11 (Communion) 
December 13 – Are you wearing the proper attire? Isaiah 61:1-4  
December 20 – Lessons and Carols (Steve Martin, homily) 
December 24 – Candlelight Communion Service recorded for home 
(no in-person worship) 
December 27 – Stories behind the songs 

Y.T.D. = OCTOBER 2020 
 

Revenue    $ 241,477.06 
Expenses   $ 221,374.93     
Surplus      $   20,102.13 

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayed for the congregation 

 Approved minutes from October 27 

 Reviewed financial report 

 Reviewed and approved ministry reports 
 Approved only recording the Christmas Eve Service 

 Approved 2021 budget 
 2020 - $355,160 
 2021 - $359,263 

 

***********************************************************************************************************  

Just a reminder:  All contr ibutions  to be applied to 2020 year -end 

giving must be in the church office or postmarked by December 31, 2020 

to be credited  to your contribution statement for 2020.  Thank you for 

your continued support of God’s work here at First Presbyterian Church. 

With the Covid-19 pandemic, a lot has changed for everybody.  For us, at the church, it is 
different not to have a lot of singing.  There has been no choir for months and no congre-
gation singing hymns.  For the past several years, our choir has presented Lessons and 
Carols on the third or fourth Sunday of Advent.  Our service is modeled after the service 
held at King’s College in Cambridge, England.  This year will bring a shorter, modified 
Lessons and Carols service with the music portions being recorded.  Instead of nine les-
sons or scripture readings, there will only be five.   

 
The Lessons and Carols service had its origins at the Truro Cathedral in Cornwall, England on Christmas Eve 
in 1880.  Sometimes referred to as a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, the service tells the story of the fall 
of man, the promise of the Messiah and the birth of Jesus through scripture readings from Genesis, the pro-
phetic books and the Gospels, interspersed with singing of Christmas hymns and choir anthems.  Typically, the 
scripture readings are done by various individuals in the Cathedral and the community starting with a young 
child and ending with the head clergy.  By the mid to late 1880s the Lessons and Carols service had spread 
through out England.  The best-known Lessons and Carols service is done in the chapel at King’s College in 
Cambridge, England.  This has been an annual tradition since Christmas Eve in 1918 and continues to this day.  
The Lessons and Carols service opens with the hymn “Once in Royal David’s City” and ends with the hymn 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”.  King’s College choir is a choir made up of men and boys, the boys singing the 
soprano part.  In the singing of “Once in Royal David’s City”, one of the boys in the choir sings the first verse 
unaccompanied.  However, to prevent undue stress on the choir boys, they are told who will be singing the so-
lo until just before the service.  The first television broadcast of the King’s College Lessons and Carols service 
was Christmas Eve of 1954.  The first Lessons and Carols service in the United States took place at Brown 
University in Providence, Rhode Island in 1916.  Today, many churches throughout the United States will 
have Lessons and Carols services either just before Christmas or the Sunday after Christmas.  It is my hope 
that we will resume our normal Lessons and Carols service next year.   
 
As I end the last article of 2020, I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas.   
 
-  Tony Williams 
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Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

  1  -   Freda Blackwell 

  4  - Robert Wells 

  8  - Tom Obrock 

 Tommy Decker 

 Patricia Booze 

 13  - Kay Keck 

 14  - Mary Lou Settle 

 18  - Pat Paisley 

 Carol Thompson 

 Jason Elliott 

 24  - Hal Hubbell 

 26  - James Horton 

 28  - Connie Allen 

 Gracie Davis 

 Gloria Deaner 

 31  - Taylor Frazier 

 Tyler Frazier 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM 

THE STAFF!   

The church office will be closed 

on Thursday, December 24th 

and Friday, December 25th for 

the Christmas Holidays!    


