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Hendersonville, TN    

July 2021 

Dear Friends, 
 
Several weeks ago in Vacation Sunday School, we talked about fear.  There are all kinds 
of fears.  Aquaphobia or hydrophobia are the terms describing fear of the water.  Many 
first century people were afraid of the water.  There were many unknowns about what 
lived under the sea.  Stories were told of the Leviathan.  This evil dragon-fish threatened 
all of life.  Most people preferred having their sandals on dry land.  Fishermen had no 
choice.  However, most of the fishing was just off the beach in shallow water and not in 
the middle of the Sea of Galilee (140 deep). 
 

One day Jesus was teaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee (Luke 5:1-11).  While Pam and I visited the Ho-
ly Land and walked along the Sea of Galilee, we wondered where this event might have taken place.  The 
crowd got larger, so Jesus asked Peter if he could use his boat as a pulpit.  Pushing it out a little, Jesus taught 
the people.  After he finished, Jesus told Peter to row the boat into the deep water and let down his nets.  Peter 
responded, “Master, we have fished all night and caught nothing.  But because you ask, I will let down the 
nets.”  Amazingly, the net was filled to capacity, filling two boats.  Peter is shocked and humbled.  He asks 
Jesus to go away for he knew he was a sinful man in the presence of the Messiah.  Jesus calms his fears and 
calls him to be a disciple.   
 
Put your boat out into deep water.  In my mind, this story has nothing to do with fishing and everything to do 
with discipleship.  Jesus gives Peter a glimpse of his sovereign power over the fish and even the Leviathan.  
Jesus wants Peter in deep water.  Shallow water is too safe.  Seeing the bottom of the sea is not scary.  I won-
der if Jesus wants all of us to push our boats out into the deep water, where we cannot see the bottom and the 
shoreline is far away?   
 
In the book Falling Upward, Richard Rohr talks about how religion is supposed to help us move into deep wa-
ter.  Too often religion becomes a contest, a private performance, or some kind of religious achievement on 
our part, through our belonging to the right group, practicing the right rituals, or believing the right things.  
Our traditions and rituals are “just tugboats to get you away from the shore and out into the right sea; they are 
oars to get you working and engaged with the Mystery” (God).     
 
Some of you don’t need any help with finding the deep water.  You are like the psalmist who says, “Save me, 
O God, for the waters have come up to my neck.  I sink in the miry depths, where there is no foothold.  I have 
come into the deep waters; the floods engulf me” (69:1-2).  What are you deep waters?  Cancer?  A weak 
heart?  A falling-apart body?  How about grief, depression, anxiety, loneliness, or emotional exhaustion?  Bro-
ken relationships with spouse, children, parents, or friends?  An uncertain spiritual life?  God not feeling as 
close as you want?  What is your deep water?   
 
The psalmist reaches up for God’s saving hands.  “The Lord hears the needy and does not abandon his peo-
ple” (v. 35).  Our deep water situations lead us into the loving arms of God.   
 
May we face the deep water knowing God is there.  There with us in our boats. 
 
Love and Prayers, 
   



The Mystery Member Returns –  

and the Mystery Member This Month Is ... 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saint Patrick was born in Britain.  When he was 16 years 
old, Irish raiders attacked his town and enslaved him in 
Ireland.  He spent six years as a herdsman, looking after 
animals.  He escaped and returned home.  While there he 
had a dream with people in Ireland begging him to come 
help them.  Reluctantly, he returned.  He traveled all 
over Ireland sharing the Gospel and baptizing people.  
Legend says he chased all the snakes out of Ireland, sum-
moned food for the hungry, and even raised the dead.  
He is the patron Saint of Ireland credited with bringing 
Christianity to Ireland in the 5th century.   
 

 “Be still and know that I am God. 
  Be still and know that I am. 
  Be still and know. 
  Be still. 
  Be.”  (based on Psalm 46:10) 
 

 “Christ be with me, Christ within me, 
  Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
  Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
  Christ to comfort and restore me, 
  Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
  Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
  Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
  Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.” 
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***************************************************************************************** 

Our Mystery Member fox trotted his way back to Nashville—where he was 
born and raised—to stay for a week or so. That was a little more than 15 
years ago.  
 
With the personal philosophy of “Try before you decide you don’t like it,” 

our Mystery Member is a man of many talents and hobbies and even earned his doctorate degree; however, 
one thing he never learned to do was swim.  
 
With his wife, he is the proud papa of three Cavalier King Charles Spaniels dogs—two females and one male. 
After completing their initial puppy training classes, our Mystery Member is considering making them therapy 
dogs.  
 
This music man’s grandfather wanted him named after him; a good compromise was that he got his middle 
name, Ervin, from his mother’s maiden name. With some (organ) key hints above, I bet you can guess his first 
name.  

  

Come join us for some great food, fun 
and fellowship on Thursday, July 29th 
from 6:00—8:00 p.m. in the church park-
ing lot!  Grillworx will be here offering 
some tasty food and Martin Hall be will 
open if you would like to dine in with 
friends here at the church.  We even have 
a new ping pong table, thanks to the gen-
erosity of Sprigg & Kathy Ebbert, if you 
would like to show off your skills.  All 
are welcome, so bring your friends and 
neighbors.  Hope to see you there! 



Fun on the Lake!  On June 19, eight of our youth, and three parents enjoyed a fun and lively day on Old 
Hickory Lake aboard the Ebberts’ boat, Sleigh Ride!  A special thanks to Tom and Gay Lynne Rouse and Al 
Ballenger who pulled the youth (and one unnamed mom!) on two different kinds of tubes.  Each youth got 
plenty of tube time.  Also, thanks to Casey Thompson who assisted with logistics and life jackets. The kids 
were tired and had sore arms, but truly, a good time was had by all!  



Our elders are dedicated!  Recently they have had longer meetings   

discerning our congregation’s transition through this very challenging 

year.  As we continue re-engaging with one another in old ways and 

new ways, they are committed to listening to you and each other dis-

cerning God’s direction.  Here is some trivia about your elders.  

What was your first job and how old were you?  

Can you find the right matches?

David Abbott 
Building & Grounds 

Carrie Batey 
Cong. Care 

Paul Decker 
Membership 

Eva Dye 
Missions 

Evelyn Kemp 
Missions 

Steve Martin 
Clerk of Session 

Michael Davis
Pastor

1. “Bundle boy” at a shirt factory in high school

2. Bank Teller at age 19 

3. Worked on assembly line at Chicago Printed String, making yarn bows at age 18

4. Picking strawberries at age 10 

5. Filling 100 lb propane cylinders for a gas company at age 14

6. Gift wrap at McClures Department Store at Christmas at age 14

7. Mowing yards at age 9 

8. Grocery store at age 16 

9. Farm herding cattle, preparing milk stations and field work at age 8

10. Printing factory at age 14 

11. H.G Hills grocery clerk at age 16 

12. Ice cream scooper at Opryland at age 18 

13. Babysitting at age 11 



Our elders are dedicated!  Recently they have had longer meetings   

s transition through this very challenging 

engaging with one another in old ways and 

new ways, they are committed to listening to you and each other dis-

s direction.  Here is some trivia about your elders.   

What was your first job and how old were you?   

Can you find the right matches? 

Stan Campbell 
Discipleship & Education 

Missie Colson 
Membership 

Kathy Ebbert 
Discipleship & Education 

Brenda Hubbell 
Cong. Care 

Janna Willis 
Worship 

Jim Perry 
Worship 

Michael Davis 
Pastor 

at a shirt factory in high school 

Worked on assembly line at Chicago Printed String, making yarn bows at age 18 

Filling 100 lb propane cylinders for a gas company at age 14-18 

Gift wrap at McClures Department Store at Christmas at age 14 

Farm herding cattle, preparing milk stations and field work at age 8 

 



DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS—JULY 
 
  1  -  Luke 5 
  2  -  Luke 6 
  3  -  Reflection 
  4  -  Reflection 
 
  5  -  Luke 7 
  6  -  Luke 8 
  7  -  Luke 9 
  8  -  Luke 10 
  9  -  Luke 11 
 10 -  Reflection 
 11 -  Reflection 
  
 12 -  Luke 12 
 13 -  Luke 13 
 14 -  Luke 14 
 15 -  Luke 15 
 16 -  Luke 16 
 17 -  Reflection 
 18 -  Reflection 
 
 19 -  Luke 17   26 -  Luke 22 
 20 -  Luke 18   27 -  Luke 23 
 21 -  Luke 19   28 -  Luke 24 
 22 -  Luke 20   29 -  1 Corinthians 1 
 23 -  Luke 21   30 -  1 Corinthians 2 
 24 -  Reflection   31 -  Reflection 
 25 -  Reflection 
 
 
Here are questions for the reflection days: 

1. What does this teach me about God, Jesus, or the 

Holy Spirit? 

2. What does this teach about humans? 

3. Where is the good news in the passages? 

4.   How do these passages apply to my life? 

Answers to Session Trivia Questions: 
1. Stan Campbell 
2. Eva Dye 
3. Brenda Hubbell 
4. Evelyn Kemp 
5. Jim Perry 
6. Kathy Ebbert 
7. Michael Davis 
8. Paul Decker 
9. Missie Colson 
10. Janna Willis 
11. Steve Martin 
12. David Abbott 
13. Carrie Batey 

Rise Against Hunger:   
Our Rise Against Hunger 
event will be held on July 
24, 2021.  Rise Against 
Hunger is a non-profit or-
ganization that coordinates 
meal packaging events and 

sends meal packs of rice, soy, and dried vegeta-
bles around the world. This year’s event will be 
much more “normal” although masks may be 
required depending on Rise Against Hunger 
guidelines.  All volunteers (children and adults) 
are welcome, and the event will be fast-paced 
with lots of music and gong ringing!   We have 
set a big goal this year to package an entire pal-
let of meals - 14,256 meals!  Please email, call, 
or text Eva Dye if you would like to volunteer 
(evadye@yahoo.com, 615-559-3860).   

The church office 
will be closed on 

Monday, July 5th in 
observance of  

Independence Day! 

RED CROSS COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 

Where: Hendersonville—First Presbyterian Church 

    When: Thursday, July 22 

Time:  1:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 

 

Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS  

or visit RedCrossBlood.org  and enter:  

       HendersonvilleCM to schedule an appointment 

mailto:evadye@yahoo.com


Y.T.D. = May 2021 
Revenue     $ 127,772.56 
Expenses    $ 129,136.73     
Shortfall     $ - 1,364.17 

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayed for the congregation 

 Recited statement of faith 

 Approved minutes from May 17 

 Approved ministry unit reports 
 Ping pong table donation 
 Sew Many Blessings using room #4 
 Moving Communion to August 8 (Woman’s Sunday is August 1) 

 Received pastor’s report 

 Discussed gathering guidelines, still following CDC 

 Reviewed congregational survey 

SERMON SCHEDULE 

July 4 – 2 Corinthians 12:2-10, God’s power making a home in us (Communion)
July 11 – Ephesians 1:3-14, Instruments to praise God 
July 18 – 2 Samuel 7:1-14, Does God need our help? 
July 25 – Ephesians 3:14-21, Making accommodations for Christ  

Did you guess right?   

Who was our Mystery Member? 

This month’s mystery member was Tony Williams! 

***************************************************************************************** 

***************************************************************************************** 

Recently, while chatting with someone about our experiences with the pandemic, I 
was asked, “How have you been holding up?”  I thought about giving the full disser-
tation, but didn’t want to put him through that.  But it did make me think about what 
I missed and what I gained during this time. 
 

I missed hearing and being with people in church and hearing us sing hymns.  I get 
inspiration for playing the hymns from your singing.  I think all organists do.  Play-
ing the hymn with no one singing while we were videotaping the services or playing 

only a few verses with everyone humming instead of singing did not always feel inspiring.  I missed working 
with the choir and preparing music for the various services.  We were working on music for Lent and Easter at 
the time everything shut down.  I missed all of the laughter and comradery from the choir.  Yes, we do have 
fun when we are together.  And, I missed playing the organ on a regular basis.  But I did survive. 
 

Since Easter Sunday, things have been more normal.  Meeting together in worship for the first time in months 
on Easter Sunday was great.  It was great to see everybody and sing together.  Also, having the brass players 
on Easter gave us all a since of returning to “normal”.  The choir came back together shortly after that and it 
has been great having them back.  It has been great hearing the Praise Band.  And soon the Handbells will be 
back as well.  Things are returning to normal.   
 

Hendersonville First Presbyterian Church is a singing church.  Everybody that has substituted for me on Sun-
day morning has been impressed with the level of singing from the congregation and often will ask me when I 
am out of town so they can sub and experience your singing.  I think that we have lived up to the hymn “How 
Can I Keep From Singing”.  That hymn talks about trials and tribulations can not keep us from singing.  As 
we move into the future, please keep singing. 
 

—Tony Williams 

 



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

   1  - Lucas Bish 

   2  - Janice Yearout 

   3  - Margaret Ewald 

 Ben McCrary 

  7  - Becca Young Pendergrast 

  9  - Virginia Duffett 

 Gary Head 

 Clement Greek 

 Gayle Casey 

 11 - Richard Roche 

 12  - Ellen Getter 

 Brooklyn Young 

 16  - Luke Batey 

 18  - Drew Getter 

 23  - Carl Scott 

 25  - Jim Lind 

 29  - Sandi Martin 

 30  - Kenny Gugenheim 

 31  - John Allen 


