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Dear Friends, 
 
Scamper was a great dog and wonderful companion.  I guess you can say he was my 
one-and-only dog.  I once owned a dog named Brutus, but only had him a short time 
before moving to Tennessee.  I left him with a dog-lover in Miami, since he was not 
welcomed at the apartment waiting for me in Gallatin.  I also had a childhood turtle, 
named Timothy the Turtle.  He was not as affectionate as my dog.  Scamper was a 
black Labrador mix rescue dog.  I had Scamper trained professionally.  The plan was 
to train him and then the trainers would train me to continue the training.  Much more 
detailed than Timothy the Turtle.  Scamper would go to his place when commanded.  
He would heel, sit, and stay.  The key to Scamper’s obedience was on-going training.  
Constant reminders.  Scamper did well, unless there was a squirrel around.  Squirrels 
interrupted his concentration.  Training was a process.  So is our salvation.   

 
The Apostle Paul describes salvation as on-going.  The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing but to those being saved, it is the power of God (1 Corinthians 1:18).  Did you catch that?  “But to 
those being saved.”  We are those being saved.  If someone asks you, “are you saved?”  The proper answer is, 
“I am in the process.”  Paul reminds First Presbyterian Church of Corinth that Jesus Christ’s death on the cross 
is the source of their salvation power.  It was true then and is true today.  The cross is the power of God to 
those being saved. David Buttrick, former professor at Vanderbilt University Divinity School, calls the church, 
“A being-saved-community.”     
 
What does being saved mean?  “Being saved” describes a process.  Salvation is a common word in the Bible.  
Salvation is at the top of God’s job description, if God had a job description.  Noah is saved from the flood.  
The Israelites are saved from the grips of the Egyptians.  Jesus comes into the world to save it (John 3:16-17).  
God is the provider of salvation.  The Hebrew word for salvation means providing space, making room, or re-
moving boundaries.  The psalmist captures this concept of God’s salvation as wide-open space.  The boundary 
lines have fallen for us.  We have a delightful inheritance” (16:5-6).  Certainly salvation includes eternal life 
but, it also includes God giving us a broader, freer life now.  A God-filled life. 
 
A big part of being saved is learning to live as God’s chosen people.  Salvation always means saved for some-
thing.  A God something.  All of God’s salvation work in the Old Testament is about developing people into 
God’s people.  The church in the New Testament is the “Being saved community.”  First Presbyterian Church 
is the “Being saved community.”  Sometimes this being saved process means allowing God to lift our burdens 
and blockades.  Often it means confessing our sins and failures.  Sometimes it involves identifying and chang-
ing our selfish ways.  God is often pushing us beyond our comfort zones and lazy habits to wide-open places.  
 
Salvation is not a one-time decision.  It is an on-going process of us being saved.  We are always in training, 
learning how to follow Jesus Christ, which is a life-time process.   
 
Love and Prayers, 



**************************************************************************************** 

**************************************************************************************** 

The past year certainly changed everything:  work, home, school, and 
definitely church!  However, the needs of our community and world 
have continued and even increased, and the Missions Committee 
adapted to meet those needs and provide opportunities to help safely.  
Thank you to the congregation for answering the call when items and 
donations were needed.  Your generosity has been a bright spot during 
a difficult time in our world! 
 

During 2020 and the beginning of 2021, the Missions Committee focused on helping the community with 
monetary and in-kind donations.   So far this year, our side Narthex bin was full of soap and shampoo for 
Shower the People in February and then food for the Samaritan Center food pantry in March.  We also had a 
“pot-luck” for Room in the Inn and delivered a home cooked meal for their residents on March 11. 
 
As we move further into 2021, we will continue to have opportunities to drop off donations but also more 
hands-on mission opportunities.  We will be collecting diapers, wipes, and summer clothes to fill the Commu-
nity Child Care closet this spring.  On July 24th, we will be packing meals for Rise Against Hunger.   
 
The Missions Committee meets on the first Monday of the month at 6pm. Currently we meet via Zoom.  Feel 
free to join us any month!  Members include Mitzi Head, Ann Lott, Connie Allen, Barbara Brooks, Joseph 
Ottevaere, and Sandi Martin along with Session members Evelyn Kemp and Eva Dye.  Thank you for all your 
continued support of the missions of our church! 

 

April Mission of the Month 
 

Thank you so much for your generous giving to our Angels at Community Child Care this Christmas!  Now 
we have an opportunity to help prepare them for summer by stocking the Community Child Care closet with 
summer clothes and pull-ups/diapers.  We will be collecting through the month of April, and items can be 
dropped off in the bin in the side Narthex.  Any questions?  Please contact Eva Dye (evadye@yahoo.com). 
 
Here are the items requested.  Both boy and girl items are needed. 
 
Pull-ups – size 3T-4T and 4T-5T 
Diapers – size 5 
Summer t-shirts – sizes 2T-5T  
Shorts – sizes 2T-5T  
Shoes – children’s sizes 5 – 11 
 

Purposity 
For those who would like an on-line way to give to the community, 
Purposity is an organization that matches schools and other non-
profits with donors.  One of the school districts participating is 
Sumner County Schools.  To participate, just down-load the Purposi-
ty app, and it will walk you through the process to sign-up and do-
nate to a specific need for a student.  Most needs are $20-30 and with 
one “click” you can send some clothing or supplies to a student.   No 
shopping or shipping needed – Purposity sends the item directly to 
the school. 

mailto:evadye@yahoo.com


 
 
 
High school sweethearts aren’t just for the movies; this month’s Mystery Member 
married her high school sweetheart in real life. They had their first date in Ri-
vergate where they ate dinner at Pargo’s and then saw the thriller movie Flatliners.  
 
Our Mystery Member has worked for the same company for the last 11 years but 

has never actually been in the home office. However, if you ask her what she wants to be when she grows up, 
she still hasn’t decided. (Her fear of being videotaped may be the reason she never pursued her dream job of 
becoming a sportscaster.) The 5-day-a-week empty nester has many extracurricular activities, including her 
latest achievement of earning her Yoga certification during the pandemic.   
 
Once a Youth Leader for First Presbyterian Church, she said she has two favorite verses in the bible: Jeremiah 
29 and 1 Timothy 4:12. The latter one she would share with all her graduating students. Can you guess who 
this Mystery Member—of more than 40 years—is?  

The Mystery Member Returns –  

and the Mystery Member This Month Is ... 

**************************************************************************************** 

Benedict of Nursia was born in 480 AD.  He was venerated in the Catholic Church, 
Eastern Orthodox Church, and Oriental Orthodox Church.  He is known as the saint of 
Europe.  Benedict was sent to Rome to study but was disappointed by the life lived 
there.  He left to find some place away from the life of the great city.  He ended up 40 
miles out of Rome living in a cave.  He remained in the cave three years.  He matured in 
mind and character, in knowledge of himself and fellow-man.  When the monk of a 

nearby monastery died, he was asked to become their abbot.  He knew it would probably not work out since he 
did not agree with the life and discipline of the monastery. He was right.  The monks tried to poison him.  He 
retreated back into the cave.  He founded the great Benedictine monastery of Monte Cassino.  His greatest 
work was the Rule of Saint Benedict which offers a set of rules for monks to follow.   
 

 The first degree of humility is prompt obedience. 

 The sleepy like to make excuses. 

 Prayer ought to be short and pure, unless it be prolonged by the inspiration of Divine grace. 

 One who never stops talking cannot avoid falling into sin. 

**************************************************************************************** 

Good News Amazon Shoppers! 

Reminder:  First Presbyterian Church signed up as a charitable organi-
zation through Amazon Smile.  This allows you to shop and help First 
Presbyterian Church at the same time.  When you make purchases 
through Amazon Smile, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible purchases to the charity of your choice!  If you want Amazon 

to donate to First Presbyterian Church, you will need to start each shopping session at the URL 
smile.amazon.com and select FPC as your designated charity.  It’s that simple, You Shop, Amazon Gives. 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Dear Friends, 
 
I have been so overwhelmed and humbled by the number of people 
from FPC who reached out to me after my father recently passed 
away.  Thank you so much for all the cards, texts, email messages, 
phone calls and food provided.  Most of all, my family appreciates 
your love and support through prayers. 
 
Sincerely, Laurie Dishman 



Andrew & Sara Haag Andy, Kelly, & Cooper Roche 

Ryan & Lauren Roche Tyler & Taylor Frazier 

Bill & Sandy Keene—Micah 6:8 (NRSV) “He has told you O mortal, what is good; 

and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with your God.” 

It is our favorite verse because it is plain spoken, does not require a theologian to in-

terpret it and can be understood by anybody.  Though it comes from the Old Testa-

ment, it is the same message taught by Jesus in the New Testament. 

Ched Yearout—Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not worry about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

It brings comfort and peace during trying times. 

Paulette Farnham—Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are heavily weary and burdned, and I will 

give you rest. 

God is asking us to bring Him our troubles, our issues and our problems. 

 

Diana Lynn

*****************************************************************************************************************************



BJ Anckner, Patrica Scott and  
Howie & Lyndie Anckner 

Chad, Ashley, Brooklyn & Caden Young Jason, Lauren, Isabella & Ava Woods 

Jerry & Susan Keen 

Diana Lynn 

********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Judy Wallis—Doesn’t this 

look yummy!  Judy was made 

over 100 loaves of homemade 

bread during the pandemic. 

Cliff Deaner—He 

has been busy work-

working during the 

pandemic.  He is very 

talented and does 

amazing work.  He 

made this beautiful 

table, candle holders 

and flag stands. 



February 2021 
Revenue    $  37,420.00 
Expenses    $ 45,615.09    
Shortfall     $ - 8,195.09 

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayed for the congregation 

 Recited the session statement of faith 

 Approved minutes from February 15 

 Removed Danielle and Lyndsey Holdren 
from the roll 

 Transferred James and Kelly Horton to 
New Creation Presbyterian Church 

 Approved ministry reports 
 Also Day School report 

 Heard pastor’s report 

DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS—APRIL 

1 -    James 4 
2 -    James 5 
3 -    Reflection 
4 -    Reflection 
 
5 -     Matthew 1 
6 -     Matthew 2 
7 -     Matthew 3 
8 -     Matthew 4 
9 -     Matthew 5 
10 -     Reflection 
11 -     Reflection 
 
12 - Matthew 6 
13 -     Matthew 7 
14 - Matthew 8 
15 - Matthew 9 
16 - Matthew 10 
17 - Reflection 
18 - Reflection 
 
19 - Matthew 11   
20 - Matthew 12 
21 - Matthew 13 
22 - Matthew 14 
23 - Matthew 15 
24 - Reflection 
25 - Reflection 
 
26 - Matthew 16 
27 - Matthew 17 
28 - Matthew 18 
29 - Matthew 19 
30 - Matthew 20 
 
Here are questions for the reflection days: 

1. What does this teach me about God, Jesus, or the 

Holy Spirit? 

2. What does this teach about humans? 

3. Where is the good news in the passages? 

4.   How do these passages apply to my life? 

SERMON SCHEDULE 
April 4 –   Death’s interruption, John 20:1-18 
       (Easter) 
April 11 – Evidence of Life, John 20:19-31 
                  (Communion) 
April 18 – Witnesses to what? And to whom? 
        Luke 36-48 
April 25 – God with us, Psalm 23 

RED CROSS COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 

Where: Hendersonville—First Presbyterian Church 
    When: Friday, Apr il 2 

Time:  11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
 

Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS  
or visit RedCrossBlood.org  and enter:  

       HendersonvilleCM to schedule an appointment 



Did you guess right?   

Who was our Mystery Member? 

This month’s mystery member was Amy Bish! 

Recently, I was having a conversation with a choir member.  We both agreed that 
the one thing we are missing during this pandemic is the choir singing together.  
Not only are we missing the music, but the fellowship.  I realized, with the excep-
tion of some of the choir members coming together in December to record a cou-
ple of hymns for the Lessons and Carols service, we have not sung together in a 
year.  After this conversation, the hymn “How Can I Keep from Singing?” came 
to mind.  It is a hymn that talks about peace and joy during the difficult times.  I 

think this pandemic qualifies as a difficult time.   
 
My life flows on in endless song; 
above earth’s lamentation, 
I catch the sweet, though far off hymn 
that hails a new creation. 
 
Refrain: 
No storm can shake my inmost calm 
while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
how can I keep from singing? 
 
Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear that music ringing. 
It finds an echo in my soul. 
How can I keep from singing? [Refrain] 
 
What though my joys and comforts die? 
The Lord my Savior liveth. 
What though the darkness gather round? 
Songs in the night he giveth. [Refrain] 
 
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
a fountain ever springing! 
All things are mine since I am his! 
How can I keep from singing? [Refrain] 
 
The hymn was written by Robert Lowry, a late 19th century musician, hymn writer, and minister.  Lowry is 
also the writer of hymns such as “Shall We Gather at the River”, “Christ Arose!”, and “Nothing But The 
Blood Of Jesus”.  He often wrote both the words and music to his hymns and was one of the first hymn writers 
to do so.  Born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1826, he was a member of the Associated Presbyterian Church 
until he joined First Baptist Church in Philadelphia at age seventeen.  At age twenty-two, he decided to enter 
the ministry and began his college matriculation at University of Lewisburg (now Bucknell University) gradu-
ating in Summa cum laude in 1854.  He served as pastor in several Baptist churches in Pennsylvania, New 
York and New Jersey.  In his later years, he worked in the music publishing business as a music editor.  The 
first publication of “How Can I Keep from Singing?” appeared in the hymnal Bright Jewels for Sunday School 
published in 1869.  Lowry was the editor of the hymnal and many of his hymns that appeared in this hymnal 
had only his initials and not his full name as the writer.  Robert Lowry died November 25, 1899 in Plainfield, 
New Jersey 
 
Perhaps, we will sing this hymn in church sometime in the near future as a reminder that God’s peace and joy 
is always with us, even in the difficult times.  -  Tony Williams 

 

**************************************************************************************** 



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  
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CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

   4  - Abigail Anderson Lucier 

   9  - Paulette Farnham 

 Lance Dary 

 14  - Cathy Young 

 18  - Patti Williams Hossman 

 21  - Charles Batey 

 Dick Brooks 

 23  - Lee Carrier 

 25  - Linda Agee 

 26  - Charlie Pickerel 

 27  - Alida Williams 

 30  - Sheryl Trickel 


