
 
 
 

 

 

 

THE WINDOW 

First Presbyterian Church 

Hendersonville, TN    

May 2021 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Most of what I have done this past year I did not learn in seminary.  Preaching in front of 
a camera.  Planning worship that omits singing and shaking hands.  Holding meetings of 
session and committees on zoom.  Teaching the Bible with no one else in the room.  Of-
fering pastoral care via the telephone.  I have prayed with more people on the phone than I 
ever imagined.  Visiting over a hundred of you at your home for a door-step visit and 
newsletter photo.  It has been a challenging year.  Now what?  
 

I have been thinking about how this pandemic has changed my job as your pastor.  In Eu-
gene Peterson’s daily devotional, Living the Message, he suggests we often get in the way 

of what God is trying to do.  “More often than not we become impatiently self-important along the way and 
decide to improve matters with our two cents worth.  We add on, we supplement, we embellish.  But instead of 
improving on the purity and simplicity of Jesus, we dilute the purity, clutter the simplicity.  We become fussily 
religious, or anxiously religious.  We get in the way.” 
 

I want to get out of the way of Jesus Christ doing what he wants in our lives.  It begins with listening.  I want 
to listen better to the Spirit.  I want to be more attentive to what God is doing around me.  Another quote I en-
countered during Lent is, “May I notice God in the creative beauty outside of me and in my ordinariness.”  
This begins with my own devotional time.  Creating a space in my day that I intentionally push everything else 
aside.  My appointment with God.   
 

This intentional listening to God will put me in a much better place to listen to you.  What are my church 
members saying?  What do they need?  The monks talk about listening with the ears of your heart.  This means 
being available to people who stop by my office.  It also means in the days ahead I will visit more people in 
their homes.  Pastoral Care is about caring for people who are sick and homebound, but now it will include 
people who are just wanting to talk.  Zoom and phone calls have their place, but I am talking about in-person 
talking.  Listening is hard work.  I have used this Proverb to remind me to listen.  “The one who speaks with-
out listening, that is his folly and shame (18:13).” 
 

What else is next?  I want us to look at life through spiritual glasses, to reflect spiritually.  I want our elders on 
session to grow together, while we are growing closer to the Lord.  I want committees to think and pray about 
helping each other and others to grow in their faith, as well as accomplishing our allotted tasks.  I want us to 
ask the question, how is our committee work accomplishing our vision.  How are we responding to God’s love 
and grace?  How are we serving Christ by serving each other and the community?  I want us to be a church 
that demonstrates Christ’s model of love.  I want us to avoid becoming fussily or anxiously religious.   
 

Finally, my greatest desire is to help each of you find your ministry.  Everyone is called by the resurrected 
Lord to share his love and grace.  Our ministry continues the work of Christ.  It is a wonderful privilege to be 
part of something much bigger than our lives.  What are your gifts?  Where do you feel God closest?  When do 
you sense the Spirit is using you in another person’s life?  There is your ministry.   
 

May we listen more to God’s leading and hopefully stay out of the way. 
 

Love and Prayers,  



***************************************************************************************** 

At Room In The Inn, home is experienced 
in tangible and intangible ways.  Shelter.  
Respect.  Food.  Independence.  Family.  
Safety.  Health.  Love.  Support.  For 30 
years, the heart of Room In The Inn has 
been to provide these to our neighbors who 
struggle with homelessness. 

 
We are reminded every day that there are people all around us who do not have what they need.  Our dream is 
of a world where everyone has access to housing, quality health care, education, employment, and communi-
ty.  As our city grows and changes, it is our hope that small acts of kindness can continue to spur larger con-
versations about what it means to truly love our neighbors. 
 
Your continued support allows us to walk with our neighbors on their journeys out of chaos and through peri-
ods of great change.  Because of your generosity, over the past year … 
 

 Almost 32,000 warm beds were provide in over 190 of our partner congregations offer ing 
shelter during the coldest months of the year 

 Over 37,000 on-site beds were provided through our recovery community assisting veterans, 
the medically fragile, and those on the journey from drug & alcohol addiction 

 Nearly 100 people moved from the streets into permanent housing giving them a place to call 
their own 

 Over 3,400 classes were offered, and over 250 jobs were found helping par ticipants to move 
toward long-term success 

 Over 700 haircuts were given, and 1,200 were served in Foot Clinic offer ing par ticipants 
comfort, dignity, and relief 

 
We thank you for your most recent donation of $1,000.00 in March.  Because you give, we can continue to 
offer the tangibles and intangibles of home to our friends and neighbors around Nashville.  Because you give, 
small acts of faith and kindness have been transformed into something powerful and life-changing.  Because 
you give, you are joining us in continuing the creation of a community where none of our neighbors is left be-
hind.   -   With greatful hearts,  Rachel Hester, Executive Director 

 

“Black Dwarf” was the nickname his enemies gave him.  Athanasius of 
Alexandra was a short, dark skinned Egyptian bishop with countless 
enemies.  He was exiled five time by four Roman emperors, spending 
17 of the 45 years he served as bishop of Alexandrea in exile.  He was 
determined to condemn Arianism as heresy. He was influential with the 
development of the Nicene Creed in 325.  In the end, his enemies were 
exiled and Athanasius’s writings shaped the future of the church.  He 
fought for the Trinity, saying Christ is not like the substance of God but 
the same substance.  John Henry Newman who said this about Athana-
sius, he was an “extraordinary man… a principal instrument after the 

Apostles by which the sacred truths of Christianity have been conveyed and secured to the world.” 
  

        You cannot put straight in others what is warped in yourself. 

        He (Jesus) became what we are that He might make us what He is. 

        For no part of Creation is left void of Him:  He has filled all things everywhere. 

 



The Worship Committee has been busy!  We posted several months of 
recorded sermons, in-person worship returned on January 24, 2021 with 
a congregational meeting to discuss the terms of the pastor’s call and to 
vote for the new slate of Elders for the Term of 2021 thru 2023. The 
Worship committee recommended we continue worship using the CDC 
guidelines for mask wearing, temperature maintenance and social dis-
tancing. The worship services continued to be recorded and offered to 

the membership via U-Tube later in the afternoon on Sundays. J.T. Thompson and Jim Perry, with additional 
assistance from the Dye Family, helped make our services available for those who were not ready to return to 
in-person worship. 
 
We had discussion regarding how to administer the ashes on Ash Wednesday. The committee decided to offer 
drive thru times for ashes administration on February 17, 2021 to comply with social distancing. Michael 
planned to meet with those who wanted their ashes in the parking lot at their cars.  A prerecorded sermon was 
made available to the congregation; however Mother Nature had her own plans and decided to deliver wintry 
weather conditions with snow accumulation. It was determined that Pastor Michael would offer ashes at the 
next Sunday worship service on February 21, 2021. 
 
In March, we, again, needed to prepare for Holy Week, beginning with Palm Sunday and a recorded sermon 
offered later in the afternoon. To make Holy week more memorable Pastor Michael had daily emails sent to 
the members detailing the events of Jesus’s life leading up to the crucifixion. Once again sermons were pre-
recorded for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Members of the Worship Committee, with the assistance of 
Amy and Tim Bish, prepared the Easter Cross per the tradition of our congregation. We celebrated Easter with 
an outside service, continuing use of the CDC guidelines of masks, temperatures and social distancing. We 
had approximately 130 persons in attendance, with special music with horns under the direction of Dr. Antho-
ny Williams.  The weather was perfect for our celebration of our Risen Savior, Jesus Christ. Members brought 
flowers to finish decorating the Easter Cross. 
 
The Worship Committee and your session has recommended to continue to follow the CDC guidelines for 
mask wearing and social distancing, especially when we worship inside. We will continue our outside worship 
services as long as the weather permits. We are planning our worship service in the park (Sanders Ferry Park) 
with a boxed lunch on Sunday May 23, 2021. 
 
We have scheduled our Women’s Sunday Service for August 1, 2021 and our Men’s Sunday Service for Au-
gust 15, 2021. 
 
There have been many obstacles to overcome with the pandemic and making our worship services available 
for our members. We have missed you and can’t wait for a return to in-person worship and catching up on 
what everyone has experienced this past year and what you would like to see during worship in the future. 
 
The Worship Committee Members are Richard Roche, Chairman, Karen Abbott, Pam and Michael Davis, Jim 
Perry, Janice Yearout, Dr. Anthony Williams, and Janna Willis.  We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month.  We have had several Zoom meetings and some in-person meetings during this year of the Covid pan-
demic. 

**************************************************************************************** 

On behalf of the Hendersonville Samaritan Center, I would like to say 

THANK YOU ALL for the tremendous effort on the Spring Food Drive.  The 

Hendersonville First Presbyterian Church not only donated a huge amount of 

food BUT made an effort to donate so many much needed items in our food 

bank.  Thanks again to the entire church congregation for supporting your lo-

cal food bank during this difficult time.  A special thanks to Eva Dye for all 

her hard work organizing this collection event.  It was a blessing.—LeEllen 

Claud, Food Bank Manager, Hendersonville Samaritan Center 



Bed table for granddaughter, 
Caroline 

Lazy Susan for granddaughter, 
Sarah Grace 

Dematasse Spoon Case  
for granddaughter, Christa 

During the pandemic, Amy Bish 
completed her 200 hour yoga 
teacher training and has been 
teaching private yoga classes in 
her own yoga space at her 
house!  She set a goal for 2021 to 
practice yoga everyday for the 
entire year!  She is currently on 
day 95!!  

Lucas Bish is about 8 hours away 
from completing his private pilot 
course!  At Christmas he had the 
awesome opportunity to fly to Flor-
ida to pick up a brand new plane 
for his flight school. He and his 
instructor flew down together on a 
commercial plane then he got to fly 
the new plane back to Gallatin!  It 
was exciting!   

Our dear friend, Charles 
Lott has been busy dur-
ing the pandemic making 
beautiful pieces for his 
granddaughters! 

What I did during the pandemic!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  Baked lots and lots of 
loaves of sourdough bread.  I must have given away over 100 loaves of 
bread during the pandemic. There are a lot of things I can’t do – but I 
can make bread.  And it is the old fashioned way; using my hands to 
knead the dough.  No bread machine for me.  No siree. 
  
Last fall I was getting desperate to get yeast to make the bread and had 
everyone and their brother looking for regular active dry yeast for 
me.  The old fashioned kind, not the quick rising stuff. You may have 
been one of those people searching for me.  At one point I was almost 
desperate enough to order some from Amazon but their price was so 
astronomical that I gave up that idea.  My searchers did a good job  and 
kept me supplied with the yeast needed to make the bread.  Thank you 
to those of you that helped me there. 
  
Since Wally and I were confined to home due to other health issues, 
people were so kind to pick up things for us that I couldn’t get through 
using Click-it.  As 
they would deliver the 
goods to us, I would 
leave their payment 
and a loaf of bread to 
thank them.   I love 
baking bread and will 
do so as long as I can.  
-  The Bread Lady – 
Judy Wallis 



Our congregation coming together to worship outdoors on Easter Sunday 

Maundy Thursday Service 
Choir recording music for 

 Good Friday Service Floral Cross 

Tyler & Taylor Frazier 
with Pastor Michael 

Susan Keen 

Our beautiful Easter floral arrangements 



DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS—MAY 

1 -    Reflection 
2 -    Reflection 
 
3 - Matthew 21 
4 - Matthew 22 
5 - Matthew 23 
6 - Matthew 24 
7 - Matthew 25 
8 - Reflection 
9 - Reflection 
 
10 - Matthew 26  24  - Romans 8 
11 - Matthew 27  25  - Romans 9 
12 - Matthew 28  26  - Romans 10 
13 - Romans 1  27  - Romans 11 
14 - Romans 2  28  - Romans 12 
15 - Reflection  29  - Reflection 
16 - Reflection  30  - Reflection 
 
17 - Romans 3  31  - Romans 13 
18 - Romans 4 
19 - Romans 5 
20 - Romans 6 
21 - Romans 7 
22 - Reflection 
23 - Reflection 
 
Here are questions for the reflection days: 

1. What does this teach me about God, Jesus, or the 

Holy Spirit? 

2. What does this teach about humans? 

3. Where is the good news in the passages? 

4.   How do these passages apply to my life? 

 
 
 
When our Mystery Member was just 6 months old, his dad would help put him to 
sleep by driving around on their tractor. To this day, he still thinks mowing the 
lawn is “relaxing” and truly believes his love and hobby for classic cars is genet-
ic. Our Mystery Member owns many vehicles, one of which is the ’84 GMC 
pickup truck his dad purchased brand new when he was 4 years old, and he drove 
at 16 years old.  

 
Much like last month’s Mystery Member, he attended First Presbyterian as a child and his parents chose the 
church for the Day School. Although a Hendersonville native, he attended high school in Nashville where his 
parents worked and then went on to graduate with his master’s degree from Belmont University.  
 
Many people may think our Mystery Member is an only child, but he actually has a half brother who is 35 
years older than him and a nephew who is just 8 years younger. He’s even now earned the title of Great Uncle. 
I’d bet you a fiddle that you can’t guess who this month’s Mystery Member is! 

The Mystery Member Returns –  

and the Mystery Member This Month Is ... 

Be sure to mark your calendar for Sunday, May 

23rd.  We are planning an Outdoor Worship 

Service followed by lunch at Sanders Ferry 

Park, Shelter # 8.  We are looking forward to 

worship, sharing, and fellowship.  Please let us 

know if you will be able to attend, so that we 

can order the correct number of lunches.  Hope 

to see you there! 

I would like to give a heartfelt 
thank you for the cards, messag-
es, and food during my recent 
recovery.  Y’all are so special to 
me and your kindness is over-

whelming!  We are truly a blessed group of 
Presbyterians! Thank You! - Kay Keck 

 

I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank my 

church family for all the 

cards, notes, call of con-

cerns and prayers for me 

recently.  It is greatly appreciated—Barbara 

Fleming 

 



Y.T.D. = March 2021 
Revenue     $  59,387.33 
Expenses    $  79,454.07     
Shortfall     $ -20,066.74 

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayed for the congregation 

 Recited new statement of faith written by session 

 Approved minutes from March 15 and April 12 

 Removed the following from the rolls due to relocating or attending 

another church 

 Les and Jana Cleveland 

 Dick and Barbara Kerman 

 Jennifer Watson 

 Amy Bleich 

 Sherry Smith 

 Approved Brenda Hubbell and Michael to represent the session 

when Barbara Fleming joins 

 Approved ministry unit reports 

 Heard pastor’s report 

 Discussed guidelines for future worship in the sanctuary 

 Continue to follow CDC guidelines 

 Song leaders can sing with masks  

 Discussed Connection Groups and groups gathering at church 

 Follow CDC guidelines 

**************************************************************************************** 

SERMON SCHEDULE 

May 2 – How to get what you want, John 15:1-8 (Communion) 

May 9 – The joy of the Lord, John 15:9-17 (Mother’s Day) 

May 16 – God’s trees, Psalm 1 

May 23 – God’s gift to you, John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

May 30 – Who am I?  Romans 8:12-17 

A few months ago, I spoke with a former student who is the Director of Music at a 
large church on the west coast.  I told him that I thought that when the pandemic 
was over, people will no longer be interested in singing in choirs.  He believed the 
opposite.  He stated that he believed that people will be anxious to get back into 
choirs and singing again.  It turns out my student may be right.  Recently, some of 
our choir recorded some pieces to be used in our virtual Maundy Thursday service.  
Also, a few choir members have helped lead the hymns for our outdoor services.  It 
was clear that they wanted to be together and have missed singing.  Being back to-
gether seems like we picked up where we left off and we never missed a beat (no 

pun intended).  I can’t wait until the time we can fully get back to singing.  I am working on a plan to get the 
choir back together in some way while still observing CDC guidelines.  In the meantime, I do want to thank 
those choir members who came out to record the music for Maundy Thursday and help lead the singing for 
the recent outdoor services.  It is great to hear everyone singing again.   
 
Also, it was great to have brass to accompany everyone singing on Easter Sunday.  That was our first service 
since the pandemic that we, as a congregation, sang several hymns. I do want to thank our brass players, Tim 
Koly, Stephen Dishman, Desmond Ng and Laurie Dishman for leading us in worship on Easter Sunday.  I 
can’t wait until we are back to normal. 
 
Tony Williams 
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  1  - Karen Baylor 
 Kathy Campbell 
  3  - Sara Reece 
  6  - Jana Cleveland 
11 - Lauren Roche Powell 
13 - Judy Wallis 
 Shirley Poole 
14 - Tom Williams 
20 - Palmer Watson 
22 - Al Ballenger 
 Kaitlynn Elliott 
25 - Isaiah Brew 
 Olivia Masters 
27 - Betty Ingram 
 Morgan Thompson 
 Cliff Deaner 
30  - Casey Thompson 

Did you guess right?   

Who was our Mystery Member? 

This month’s mystery member was Drew Covington! 


