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Dear Friends, 
 
Joy to the world!  The Lord has come.  Let earth receive her King.  We sang this great 
hymn several times in December.  How is your joy?  The decorations are put away or 
(soon will be).  The gifts are all opened and wrapping paper thrown away or recycled.  
The parties are just a memory.  How is your joy now that the celebration of Christmas 
is over?   
 
Jesus talks about daily joy in his departing words to his disciples (John 15:11).  I have 
spoken these things to you that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be full.  
Full joy.  Complete joy.  Jesus spoke these words on his way to the cross.  Death was 
waiting for him and he was thinking of our joy.  Our joy matters to Jesus.  Jesus talks 

about a joy that is not earthly.  As one famous person said, “It came without ribbons. It came without tags. It 
came without packages, boxes or bags. And he puzzled and puzzled until his puzzler was sore. Then the 
Grinch thought of something he hadn't before. What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store. 
What if Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more.”     
 
Jesus’ joy does not come from ribbons, tags, packages, boxes, or bags.  The joy of the Lord does not come 
from our successful accomplishments, paychecks, or affirmations from people.  His joy comes from his inde-
scribable, all-powerful love.  It is dynamic, overflowing, and abundant.  It never runs out.  The joy of the Lord 
is constant no matter how difficult or unpredictable your life becomes.   
 
Isaac Watts was a talented man who lived in England in the early 1700s.  He lived in a time when the only 
church music was from the book of Psalms.  They were monotonous and uninspiring.  He had a rebellious 
personality and questioned everything.  At age 20, he studied Greek, Hebrew, and Latin.  Under the influence 
of his dad, he went on a search for something new and better for church music.  This was the beginning of his 
600 hymns and numerous poems.  While studying Psalm 98, he was inspired to pen a four-stanza poem that 
became one of his most famous hymns called Joy to the World.  It is a hymn about Christ bringing his joy to 
the world.  The joy in this hymn comes through Christ’s blessings, “He comes to make his blessings flow.”  
 
The heavenly choir tell the shepherds that joy has come into the world and the wise men are overwhelmed 
with this same joy.  Many years earlier, the people of God are told the joy of the Lord is their strength 
(Nehemiah 8:10).  The people have just returned to Jerusalem from exile and found the law of God a midst 
the city ruins.  People are mourning and Ezra the priest tells them to stop grieving because this day is holy to 
the Lord.  It is time to celebrate.  God is overjoyed because his people are back in the city and embracing the 
law.  It seems in this context God’s joy becomes the people’s joy.  The joy of the Lord is your strength.  
Those things that bring God joy give us strength.     
 
If you are looking for your joy, you will find it in God’s plans for you in 2019. 
 
Love and Prayers,  



Devotional for the Session—by June Still 
 
It’s as if I’d never been there… 
 
I hurry back to my table to leave the tip, and see sparkling 
glasses and crisp linens. It’s as if only minutes before I hadn’t 
sat right there reading the paper and sipping coffee. That had 
been my table – my space! Do they have to be so quick to re-
move me? Well you forgot to clean up the crumbs on the floor. 
I was here – those are my crumbs – I sat right there! 
 
I look back over the years, the places I’ve been. Is there any 
indication I’d been there? In my family? Yes. I am best loved 
by one brother, the prayed for child by my mother. Yes, it’s 
more than a crumb. 
 
In school? Hardly, very unimpressive – hardly more than a 
crumb, if that. 
 
As a Sunday School teacher, who knows? I’d like to think I 
mattered. Only time will tell. 
 
As a wife, oh yes. I’ve been there, with two precious children to 
show for it. I was here!  
 
As a mother, goodness yes. Some good, some bad, but God, 
yes. I was here! 
 
Further on, in generations to come, a relative will look back and 
wonder what we were like, did we impact the earth for good? 
And I wonder with them – did I impact the earth, mankind, for 
good? 
 
Some legacies are best left unexplored, unexposed. So often 
I’ve just lived – taken up space – breathed air that someone else 
could use. How can we know our impact? Will anyone know or 
care? There is no monument, no park, no estate, no scholarship 
that bears my name. It’s nearly as if I hadn’t been here… 
 
Except for the love, and the joy –  
In seeing my babies – rocking, teaching, playing; 
In seeing my babies be grown; 
Of marriage; 
Of a job well done; 
Of holding grandchildren – hearing them call my name; 
Of studying God’s word; 
Of feeling peace and expectation, hope. 
 
Yes, in many ways it is as if I’d never been there – but the love 
goes on – no one else could have loved just the way I love. 
They may not know my name, but they’ll know by your love.  
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Eyeglass Drive:  The Webelos 2 Den from Pack 407 at Indian Lake 
Elementary are collecting used eyeglasses, readers, and sun glasses for 
vision patients in Guatemala.  The boys will be donating the glasses to 
Dr. Alisha Cornish and her students from the Vol State ophthalmology 
technician program who will travel to Guatemala in February with Dr. 
Bill Taylor and the Rotary Club.  Donations can be dropped off at the 
church. 

Bob & Jane Marshall 
250 Hidden Lake Road 

Hendersonville, TN 37075 
615-818-7441 

 
Bob and Jane have three adult children and four grandchildren.  Bob is a Ko-
rean War Veteran.  Aboard a minesweeper, he dove into chemical water to 
cut mine cables to prevent his ship and others from explosions.  He was a 
senior VP, Finance, for United States Life.  From there, he created a real es-
tate company and counseled couples on how to get out of debt.  As a young 
man, Bob was a soloist in the First Baptist Church, Raleigh, NC choir.  Jane 
is a retired social studies teacher from Fairfax, VA.  In retirement she became 
a DC tour guide and storyteller.  She strives to live a purposeful life follow-
ing the inner voice asking, What’s next?”  Bob and Jane love the friendly 
spirit of First Presbyterian Church, especially the focus on youth and commu-

Introducing Our Newest Members 

Christmas Cookie Exchange 2018 …Thank you Kay Keck for hosting another wonderful Cookie Exchange! 

Glenda Watson 
132 Choctaw Drive 

Hendersonville, TN 37075 
615-824-0060 

 
Glenda Watson has lived her life in Tennessee.  She started in Dowelltown, 
Liberty, Smithville, and then to Nashville to attend Belmont University.  Af-
ter graduating with a Bachelor of Arts she worked for the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, now LifeWay.  She worked for the Sunday school board as an 
editor for 32 years.  She has lived in Hendersonville since 1988.  Upon re-
tirement, she volunteered at Hendersonville Hospital for 22 years.  Her fa-
vorite hobbies are piano and playing in our bell choir.  She does miss her 
days of motorcycle riding!  



The youth prepared and served soup 
for the Souper Bowl of Caring fund-
raiser.  They raised over $1500.  They 
will be hosting another fundraiser for 
hunger this year in February.   

We partnered with the Sudanese Nuer Pres-
byterian Church in Gallatin, the American 
Bible Society, and Outreach Foundation to 
translate a trauma healing curriculum for 
people in Sudan who have experienced 
trauma in their lives. 

Once again our church participated in the Apostle
Humanity.  First Presbyterian was one of 12 churches who helped build a 
home for a family.  The youth also built a bird house for their new home.

Montreat Music and Worship Conference 
was a very big event in Tony’s life.   He 
was given the honor of leading the wor-
ship music in both weeks (over a 1,000 
people).  Here’s Sasha ringing bells. 

The NaCoMe Church retreat is always a big hit!  We play, eat, fellowship, and worship 
together.  God’s creation is always inspiring! 

Vacation Bible School was a huge success 
under the leadership of Eva Dye and lots 
of volunteers.   

Our annual picnic and worship at 
Sander’s Ferry Park is always 
spectacular.   



Once again our church participated in the Apostle’s Build with Habitat for 
Humanity.  First Presbyterian was one of 12 churches who helped build a 
home for a family.  The youth also built a bird house for their new home. 

I am sure you remember Michael took his 
three-month sabbatical in May, June, and 
July.  The session led well and the church 
came together to continue vital ministry 
and mission.  Here the lovely couple share 
a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. 

The NaCoMe Church retreat is always a big hit!  We play, eat, fellowship, and worship 

The youth enjoyed eating, playing, and putting together 20 boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. 

Our church participated in Rise Against Hunger again this year packaging 20,000 
meals. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 5 

 

January 

 New Year’s Day 
– Office Closed 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship-
Communion 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

10:00 am Book 
Group 

6:00 pm Local 
Missions Meet-
ing 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

11:00 am Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Budget & 
Finance Meeting 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

7:00 am Room in the Inn 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

Connection Groups 
Begin 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

6:30 pm Book 
Club 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 

5:00 pm Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Window Deadline 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

11:00 am Annual Congre-
gational Meeting – Meal 
to follow 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

6:00 pm Educa-
tion Meeting 

6:00 pm Mem-
bership Meeting 

7:00 pm Session 
Meeting 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

27 28 29 30 31     

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

11:30 am Session Retreat 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

      

  

  

  



SESSION ACTION 
 Report from Freda Blackwell on the 150th Anniversary plans 
 Prayed for congregational members 
 Approved minutes from Nov. 18, 19 and Dec. 2 
 Approved ministry unit reports 
 Thanked elders rotating off session 

SERMON SCHEDULE 
January 6 – Busy doing Christian things, Luke 10:38-42 (communion) 
January 13 – Reaffirming our baptisms, Luke 3:21-22 
January 20 – Jesus’ first miracle, John 2:1-11 (Congregational Meeting) 
January 27 – Everyone has something to share, 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

November 2018 
 

Revenue $  269,885.94 
Expenses $  293,207.17  
Shortfall $   23,321.23 

Happy Anniversary Church!  

We will be celebrating our churches Ses-
quicentennial (150) anniversary in 2019.  

October 9 is the official day our church 
began in 1869.  There will be many 
events leading up to this celebration.  In 

fact, the whole month of October will be 
a party.  Freda Blackwell is chairing the 
planning committee.  If you would like to 

help, please contact Freda or the office.   

Thank you all so very much for coming and singing.  I liked the 
way you came in, singing to all the  people down at lunch—then 
stopping at my table.  You folks made my day!  You folks 
sounded great.  Thank you all again.  Everyone enjoyed it.  Tell 
the little boy “thanks, too” for his special gift!  Love—Barbara 
Fleming 

 

Our church family has been such a special gift during this devastating time 
for us.  All of you that were involved with the music, food, parking, cards 
and constant prayers are so appreciated.  We thank each of you from our 
hearts that helped us to honor Steve. We are so blessed to be a part of such a 
loving and caring church family.  
 
God be with each of you. 
 
Our love—Cathy, Chad & Clint Young 

Mark Your Calendar!  The Annual Congregational 
Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 20th.  We will 
have a short meeting in the sanctuary followed by lunch in 
Martin Hall hosted by our Gifts and Giving Committee.  
We will be featuring a guest speaker, Barbara McGinnis, as 
partner in the Takacs McGinnis Elder Care Law Firm.  As 
family and as seniors it is our opportunity to hear an experi-
enced attorney share the information tools necessary to plan 
giving forward.  Through the financial challenges health 
care options and the legal bridges we cross, we all make 
important decisions.  Information is our most valuable tool 
in planning our personal resources where we choose. 



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

   6  - Ed Covington 

 David Bodkin 

  7  - Jackie Andrews 

 Rosie Lewis 

  9  - Carrie Batey 

10  - Karen Abbott 

11 - Tim Bish 

 Andrew Getter 

 Jerry Keen 

14 - Sam Venable 

 Brenda DePriest 

16 - David Abbott 

17 - June Still 

20 - Drew Covington 

 Ruth Faulkner 

24 - Jonathan Davis 

25 - Wendolyn Ebbert 

29 - Steve Martin 

31  - Sasha Dishman   

Middle School New Year Party! 
January 2, 2019  / 1:00—3:00 p.m.   

Joseph Dye’s House—212 Waterview Drive 
 

Join us for games, snacks, and fun! 
If you need a ride, let Eva Dye know! 


