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I attended the Pushpay Church Disrupt online conference in May.  DawnChere’ Wilker-
son spoke on the discipline of celebration.  I have never heard of celebration as a disci-
pline.  Some of the typical disciplines are prayer, Bible reading and study, fasting, and 
meditation.  A discipline is something you practice regularly.  It is called discipline be-
cause it requires effort and intentionality.  Dieting and exercising requires discipline. 
 
This 85-year-old couple, having been married almost 60 years, died in a car crash. They 
had been in good health the last ten years mainly due to her interest in health food and 
exercise. When they reached the pearly gates, St. Peter took them to their mansion.  It was 
magnificent.  Then they were shown the championship golf course. They would have 
golfing privileges every day and each week the course changed to a new one representing 

the great golf courses on earth. The old man asked, “What are the green fees?” Peter’s reply, “This is heaven, 
you play for free.” Next they went to the clubhouse and saw the lavish buffet lunch with cuisines of the world. 
“Well, where are the low fat and low cholesterol tables?” the old man asked timidly.  “That’s the best 
part...you can eat as much as you like of whatever you like and you never get fat and you never get sick. This 
is heaven.” With that the old man went into a fit of anger, throwing down his hat and stomping on it and 
shrieking wildly. Peter and his wife both tried to calm him down, asking him what was wrong. The old man 
looked at his wife and said, “this is all your fault. If it weren’t for your bran muffins and healthy eating, I could 
have been here ten years ago!” 
 
Psalm 118 describes the discipline of celebration.  The psalmist is facing difficult times.  He is surrounded and 
pushed hard by his enemies (verses 10-13).  Trouble is everywhere.  The circumstances of life are overwhelm-
ing.  Difficulties are stacking up.  Then, suddenly, there is celebration.  This is the day the Lord has made, let 
us rejoice and be glad in it (verse 24).  Can you imagine celebrating right in the middle of life’s problems?  It 
must be intentional.  This kind of celebration is not based on circumstances.  It is not an emotion reaction, but 
spiritual.  It is a discipline. 
 
How do we practice celebration?  How do we celebrate regularly?  Daily?  A good place to start is our Sunday 
worship.  The service is designed to assist us in our worship and celebration.  Celebration begins with putting 
God in the middle of everything.  Do we believe God is in all things?  Is God even in the middle of our trouble 
and pain?  The psalmist says yes.  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his steadfast love endures forever.  
The writer begins and ends his prayer with these words (verses 1 & 29).  God’s steadfast love is his covenant 
love that comes after us and surrounds us.  This is God’s promise of forgiveness and salvation through the 
death of his Son on the cross.  This is power that breaks through all the agonies of life, putting a shield around 
us.  God’s presence endures forever and in all circumstances. 
 
You and I can shout out with the psalmist, the Lord is our strength and might in all circumstances (verse 14).  
Our discipline of celebration comes from believing God’s steadfast love is with us no matter what we encoun-
ter, no matter where we go, no matter how low our feelings drop.  This is the day the Lord has made.  We will 
rejoice knowing we live today with God’s steadfast love all around us and in us. 
 
Love and Prayers,  

 



***************************************************************************************** 

 Nicolas Herman (Brother Lawrence) was born in Lorraine, a region in east-
ern France.  His parents were peasants so his schooling was limited.  He 
grew up during the Thirty Years War.  He was forced to join the army for 
the free food and small stipend.  It was during this time he experienced an 
epiphany that led him on a spiritual journey.  In the middle of a battle field, 
he saw a leafless tree.  Realizing the tree would transform with leaves in 
the spring, he saw this as a symbol of God’s ability to transform the human 
heart.  After serving in the war, he worked for the treasure of the King of 
France.   

 
His journey led him to become a hermit and then entered the Order of Discalced Carmelites where he spent the 
rest of his life cooking and repairing sandals.  It was here he took the name Lawrence of the Resurrection.   He 
had a profound impact on visitors giving them guidance, peace, wisdom.  The letters he wrote people became 
the basis for this well-known book, The Practice of the Presence of God.   
 

 I have come to see clearly that life is more than self. It is more than doing what I want, striving for 
what will benefit me, dreaming of all I can be. Life is all about my relationship with God. There is 
no higher calling, no loftier dream, and no greater goal than to live, breathe, and be poured out for 
Jesus Christ. 

 I am a fool for Christ...whose fool are you?  

 We have to live a life that is more revolutionary than that of the revolutionaries.  

 The bigger the darkness, the easier it is to spot your little light. 

 

VACATION SUNDAY SCHOOL 
(Our Post-COVID, Rejoining the World Again Celebration) 

9 a.m. Sunday Mornings in June and July 
 

Hey, everyone, it’s time to come out of seclusion and mingle again! Whether you’re a student, an employee, 
or a retiree, this has been quite a traumatic year. We all need a break. That’s why we’re planning a summer 
where we can catch up on many of the things we’ve been missing.  

 
Here are just a few of our June and July Sunday morning plans: 
 • Activities for ALL AGES 
 • Reconnecting with friends you haven’t seen in a long, long time 
 • Nametags, so you won’t be embarrassed when you forget their names 
 • Laughter! 
 • Previously unheard inspirational stories from people you see most Sundays 
 • Intergenerational discussions (Okay Boomer. Time to meet some Millennials.) 
 • A golden opportunity for new people to meet our members (and vice versa) 
 • A VBS-type atmosphere for the kids 
 • Refreshments 

• A nursery for the little ones—so bring the whole family! 
 • You might even learn something (but not a requirement)   
 

We especially want to see some young people, so this Sunday “school” won’t be like regular school. We want 
you to talk during class. You can get up and move around if you feel like it. You can eat. You can even chew 
gum if you want. We want it to be noisy and boisterous—so we’ll need a lot of youthful energy to keep the 
adults awake and active. And the best thing is that after we get to know each other a little better, we get to go 
worship together.  

 
To be honest, participation in summer Sunday school is usually low. But this year, we really need each other. 
We need to reconnect. So please come as often as you can this summer. Otherwise, we’ll miss you—and 
you’ll miss something special. 



These loving bears have found homes and offered love to hospital 
patients, children at Community Child Care, families at HomeSafe 
(woman’s shelter), and people in Hospice care.   Carol Thompson 
started the crochet group many years ago.  Several ladies have en-
joyed the fellowship, fun, and craft of crocheting.  Nancy Myers, a 
friend of the church, has crocheted over 150 bears during the pan-
demic.  Just imagine the comfort these bears brought children and 
adults.  

Maybe you have received one of these hand-
crafted greeting cards from June Still.  She has 
been collecting used Christmas, sympathy, and 
all-occasion cards for over 15 years.  She then 
uses the old cards to make new greeting cards 
sending them and hanging them on friends and 
neighbors doors.   

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY is live and in person again. We enjoyed 
Zooming together for over a year, but now we’ve come out of our 
basements and started meeting in Room 2 (the Session Room) 
again. We’re also about to wrap up our Life of Paul series and begin 
a study of the Book of Daniel.  
 
All men are welcome, and now is an ideal time to join! Our 
meeting time, for the summer at least, will be 8 a.m. on Wednesday 
mornings. Meetings last no more than an hour, after which those 
who so desire go out to breakfast together. 

***************************************************************************************** 

People know I move things around a lot … I am fascinated with little adventures everywhere (controlled clut-
ter).  So on a whim, in a moment of boredom, I decided to control some unseen clutter and make an organized 
effort to organize every unseen place in my house … you know, “Everything has a place and Everything in 
it’s place”.  Done!  I have found myriads of forgotten treasures.  This was actually fun and even removed a 
few cobwebs from my mind … and,  also, revealed a few on the ceilings and in the corners. 
—Freda Blackwell 



Congratulations to Drew Getter 

who graduated from the University 

of Tennessee—Knoxville on May 

9th with a B.A. in Chemistry. 

***************************************************************************************** 

Congratulations to Ben Dye who was presented the Eagle Scout Badge on May 23rd dur ing the Eagle 
Scout Court of Honor, which was held here at First Presbyterian Church. Eagle Scout is the highest rank in 
Boy Scouting.  Great job, Ben.  We are so proud of you! 

***************************************************************************************** 

Youth Boating Day – June 19th -  How fortu-
nate we are to live in the City by the Lake!  All 
rising middle school and high school youth are 
invited to join us for a boating day on Saturday, 
June 19.  We’ll have a large boat to serve as 
“base” and a pontoon boat to pull the youth on 
tubes.  More details later, but mark your calendars 
now!  Your child may also invite a friend!  

***************************************************************************************** 

Come join us for the first Reconnection 
Social.  The Beached Pig will have their 
food truck in our parking lot on Thursday, 
June 3 from 6:00—8:00 P.M.  Bring  
family and friends.  Everyone is invited.   



Barbara Fleming 
31 Executive Park Drive, # 218 

Hendersonville, TN 37075 

Earl & Morgan Linn,  
& son, Avery 

2628A Hartsville Pike 
Castalian Springs, TN 37031 

Charles & Diane Swan 
754 Plantation Blvd. 
Gallatin, TN 37066 

Joseph Ottevaere 
119 E. Ervin Drive 

Hendersonville, TN 37075 

Barbara Fleming—Barbara was born in Champaign, Illinois.  She at-
tended the University of Illinois where she met her husband at an ice skat-
ing rink.  She and Jim were married 63 years.  Barbara has three children, 
two grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.  She was a bookkeeper 
and secretary.  She and Jim moved to Tennessee in 1946.  She continued 
her book keeping and secretary skills with Nashville Flying Ser-
vice.  Then, she worked at Hillwood Presbyterian Church before she re-
tired.  They were charter members of Glencliff Presbyterian Church.  Bar-
bara wore many hats at the church and did the bulletin for eons, in her 
words.  In her younger days, she enjoyed fishing.  Gardening and knitting 
were also some of her hobbies.  Now she enjoys reading, cross-word puz-
zle books, and walking.           

Earl and Morgan Linn -  
Avery is their 8-year-old son 
who enjoys building Lego pro-
jects.  How does a man from 
Olympus, Washington meet a 
woman from Gallatin, Tennes-
see?  They both work for the 
same cruise line.  After work-
ing for the same company four 
years, they finally met in the 
Sea of Cortez.  They have been 
married 17 years.  Earl is a cus-
tom cabinet maker.   Diane is a 
Sumner County Schools bus 
driver.  They both homeschool 
Avery.  They enjoy camping at 
state parks with their pull be-
hind camper.  Not surprising, 
Earl enjoys working with wood 
and Diane is a gardener.     

Joseph Ottevaere—Joseph is 
married to Leslie and celebrate 
their 49 years in July.  He is a 
native of Michigan where he 
earned his BA and MS degrees 
in Business Administration and 
Marketing.  He played college 
basketball and baseball.  He 
served as an Army Ranger in 
Southwest Asia.  After retiring 
from Baxter International and 
Nestle, he completed a Special 
Education degree and worked 
for Sumner County Schools.  
He is a member of several 
clubs and enjoys fly fishing, 
crafting bamboo fly rods, golf-
ing, sailing, military history, 
and collects Civil War Accou-
trement.   

Charlie and Diane Swan—  
They have four children and 
three grandchildren.  Diane is a 
native of Tennessee, born in 
Memphis and lived in Collier-
ville from 1987-2019.  She 
worked 17 years in  pharma-
ceutical sales and 11 years in 
laboratory sales.  Charlie was 
born in New York and moved 
to Memphis in 1995.  He was 
the president of a hotel invest-
ment and management corpora-
tion in Memphis.  Diane enjoys 
cooking, reading, and golfing.  
Charlie also golfs along with 
gardening and traveling.   



DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS—JUNE 
 
1 -   Romans 14 
2 - Romans 15 
3 - Romans 16 
4 - Ephesians 1 
5 - Reflection 
6 - Reflection 
 
7 - Ephesians 2 
8 - Ephesians 3 
9 - Ephesians 4   
10 - Ephesians 5  21  -   Colossians 2 
11 - Ephesians 6  22  -   Colossians 3 
12 - Reflection  23  -   Colossians 4 
13 - Reflection  24  -   Philemon 1 
    25  -   Luke 1 
14 - Philippians 1  26  -   Reflection 
15 - Philippians 2  27  -   Reflection 
16 - Philippians 3   
17 - Philippians 4  28  -   Luke 2 
18 - Colossians 1  29  -   Luke 3 
19 - Reflection  30  -   Luke 4 
20 - Reflection 
 
Here are questions for the reflection days: 

1. What does this teach me about God, Jesus, or the 

Holy Spirit? 

2. What does this teach about humans? 

3. Where is the good news in the passages? 

4.   How do these passages apply to my life? 

 
 
 
Our new Mystery Member this month came to us from Collierville, Tennessee—
home to the once voted best Town Square in the country. Our Mystery Member 
was a unique resident of Collierville in that neither her or her husband worked for 
Fedex or International Paper, which is headquartered there. Instead, her career 
experience included insurance adjustor work, working with Nestle selling candy 
to distributors, pharmacy sales, and lab sales.  

  
Newly retired before the pandemic, our Mystery Member and her husband share a love of golfing. Golfing has 
always been a hobby for her family, but she didn’t pick it up herself until after retirement. Another hobby that 
she enjoys with her husband is traveling, with their favorite place to visit being Italy. (However, once they start 
traveling again, their first flight will be to California to see their three grandchildren.) 
  
With church resuming back in person, our Mystery Member said she’s most excited about finding opportuni-
ties to volunteer both in the church and with outside organizations.  
  
Take a guess as to who this month’s Mystery Member is, and if you’re di-ane to know more, be sure to intro-
duce yourself next Sunday. 

The Mystery Member Returns –  

and the Mystery Member This Month Is ... 

Mark your calendar:  Please save the date 
for our Rise Against Hunger event on July 
24th.  Details are still being worked out but 
the event will be in the morning, and ALL 
volunteers are welcome.  We have set a big 
goal this year, and are planning to fill an en-
tire pallet - 14,256 meals!  We will need to 
raise about $2800 to cover the cost of the 
meals.  More information about volunteer-
ing and donating is coming soon!  



Y.T.D. = April 2021 
Revenue     $  78,043.33 
Expenses    $ 105,673.74     
Shortfall     $ -27,630.41 

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayed for the congregation 

 Recited statement of faith written by session 

 Discussion on leadership 

 Approved minutes from April 9, May 9 & May 16 

 Approved ministry unit reports 
 Including $500 for summer NaCoMe campers out of the 

Student Reserve Fund 

 Received pastor’s report 

 Approved new policy for Designated Monetary and Unsolicited In-
Kind Donation Management Policy 

 Approved lifting gathering restrictions following CDC guidelines. 
 Still asking unvaccinated people to wear masks to protect 

those not vaccinated 

SERMON SCHEDULE 

June 6 – 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1, God’s construction project (Communion) 
June 13 – 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, Following faith, not sight   
June 20 – Tom Tyndall, guest preacher (Michael on vacation) 
June 27 – Tom Tyndall, guest preacher (Michael on vacation) 

Did you guess right?   

Who was our Mystery Member? 

This month’s mystery member was Diane Swan! 

ASP Mission Trip – July 11-17 – All, after several years without be-
ing able to participate, this year we have enough people ready, willing 
and able to serve so we have reserved a spot!  Thus far, there are nine 
of us who will travel to Knott County, Kentucky (near Hazard, KY in 
the neighboring county) to work to make repairs to homes in that area 
to ensure they are warmer, safer and drier for their residents.  The Ap-
palachian Service Project (“ASP”) has been a long-time mission and 
ministry of the church and we are thrilled to resume our participation 
this year.  It is not too late to join in!  If you, or any friends or family 

members would like to join our group or just to learn more, the summer program is focused around engaging 
youth in the ministry.  Anyone who is a rising 6th grader or older can join.  They’ll learn to use tools, make 
home repairs, enjoy work and fellowship with adult members of the church.  More importantly, they’ll directly 
interact with, establish meaningful relationships with and give hope to homeowners and residents in a severely, 
economically depressed area.  Contact Kathy Ebbert at 615-289-9915 or kathyebbert@gmail.com for more 
information.  We can add members as long as the center has capacity, and the more members we have, the 
more we can accomplish!  

***************************************************************************************** 

***************************************************************************************** 

***************************************************************************************** 

Pastor Michael had the honor of baptizing two children 
recently.  Ava Rose Woods, daughter of Jason & Lauren 
Woods was baptized on Sunday, April 25th and Nolan 
Thomas Pettit, son of Ian & Amanda Pettit was baptized 
on Sunday, May 9th.  Congratulations to both these 
families on their sweet little one’s baptism. 

mailto:kathyebbert@gmail.com
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  2  - Brayden Elliott 

  3  - Kelly Estepp 

  4  - Andy Roche 

  6  - Jon Pickerel 

  7  - Amy Bish 

 10  - Jim Perry 

 12  - Jesse Conner 

 19  - Wava Huddleston 

 Mary Perry 

 21  - Melinda Elliott 

 22  - Lucy Hardin 

 23  - Kathy Ebbert 

 25  - Reggie Craig 

 26  - Mike Estepp 

 28  - Chad Young 


