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Dear Friends,
There is a repetitive phrase throughout the Old Testament – give thanks to the
Lord for he is good, his steadfast love endures forever. It is repeated over a hundred times. Thanksgiving holiday certainly offers good food, family, and football, but also an opportunity to thank God for the blessings that fill our lives, for
all his goodness.
I read an article during my study leave on John the Baptist. This familiar character lived his life in the wilderness, looking quite strange with his camel-hair suit
coat and leather belt. His diet was sweets and bugs (maybe chocolate covered
ants). He is described as one who goes around shouting at people and telling
them they are a bunch of snakes. He seemed scary. He certainly “put the fear of God in them.” He was quite
a spectacle. People came from all over to hear this crazy guy.
John’s message was always clear. His water baptism prepares people for the coming of God’s son, the Messiah. Some people rejected him but some wanted to know more. John was a fire and brimstone preacher.
A young preacher, fresh out of seminary, arrived at his new church in the middle of the Midwest farm lands.
He had prepared a one-hour sermon for his first Sunday service. One old cattle rancher was the only person
that showed up for the service. The young preacher, not knowing what to do, asked the rancher if he should
cancel the meeting, or go ahead and preach his sermon. The rancher replied, “Well, if I took a load of hay to
the field, and only one cow showed up, I’d still feed that cow.” The preacher heard that wisdom and preached
a 2 hour, fire and brimstone sermon. After the service at the door, the preacher asked the rancher how he liked
the sermon? The rancher replied, “Well, if I took a load of hay to the field and only one cow showed up, I
would not feed him the whole load.
The same John is described differently in the gospel in John. We are told he came to testify to the light so people would believe in him. He was not the light but came to point people to the Word who became flesh (1:69). His calling was to show people Jesus Christ. One day Jesus walks by John and John directs all the attention on Jesus. “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” (1:29, 35) John the Baptist
tells his disciples to follow Jesus. He is the one you are supposed to follow. John fulfills his calling by showing others who Jesus is and encouraging them to follow him.
Who is your John the Baptist? Who taught you about Jesus’ love? Who modeled Christian living for you?
Who prepared the way for you to meet Jesus Christ? A Sunday school teacher? Youth group leader? Pastor?
Teacher at school or college? Parent? Friend? Neighbor?
Thanksgiving is a time of good food, family, and football. Thanksgiving is also a time to “Give thanks to the
Lord for his steadfast love endures forever.” Take time to thank God for the people who prepared the way for
you to meet and grow closer to Jesus Christ. This is a wonderful time to reach out and thank those people who
were John the Baptist to you. Write a note, make a phone call, or send an email. Thank them for pointing you
to Jesus.
(Continued on next page)

(Continued from previous page)

One last thought, we all are John the Baptists. Fortunately, we don’t need to eat candy and bugs or wear
strange clothes. Every one of us is called to tell people about God’s love in Jesus Christ. Our words and lifestyles show others who is most important to us.
May we all be faithful John the Baptists this Thanksgiving and every day.
Love and Prayers,
****************************************************************************************
Mission of the Month: Thanksgiving/Christmas Baskets - Thanksgiving is fast appr oaching, and the
Missions Ministry Unit is planning to collect items for Thanksgiving Baskets for Community Child Care
again this year. We also plan to provide a few Christmas baskets for Lakeside Park Elementary School. Our
goal is to provide 25-30 baskets of food. Community Child Care is a nonprofit childcare center for working
parents whose income falls below a certain level. Many parents cannot afford to provide a special Thanksgiving meal for their family without assistance. The Missions Unit is providing the meat but needs help with
the following items.


Instant Mashed Potatoes



Cornbread Mix



Canned Sweet Potatoes



Canned or Jar Gravy



Apple or Cherry Pie Mix



Green Beans



Boxed Pie Crust



Canned Corn



Cranberry Jelly



Stuffing Mix

Please place your food items in the collection box at the side entrance. If you are not attending church inperson or unable to drop off items, please contact the church office or Eva Dye at 615-559-3860 to arrange a
porch pick-up of items. Donations are welcome as well, and volunteers can shop on your behalf! The deadline for items is November 20.
****************************************************************************************

Men’s Bible Study Group Visiting David Bodkin

Youth Gathering at Sanders Ferry Park
Playing Frisbee Golf

“A true hero isn’t measured by the size of his strength, but by the size of
his heart.” - Zeus, Disney classic Hercules
Hercules earns his way into heaven by saving Meg’s life. He gave his
life to save her. Philippians tells us Jesus emptied himself of his heavenly status to become human (2:6-8). He took the little form of a human to
show us God’s love. He then allowed himself to be captured, beat up,
and killed on a cross to save us and our world. He is certainly our hero.
Through Jesus, we are all called to be heroes. Our hearts decide our priorities (treasure, Matthew 6:21). This is why we are commanded to love
God with our hearts (Matthew 22:37). As we grow closer to God, we
become stronger heroes in this world because God enlarges our hearts.
****************************************************************************************
Daily Bible Reading
In 2022, the daily Bible reading schedule will take you on a journey between the Old and New Testament
books. There will be three or four chapters a day. Each month consists of 25 readings. You will have several
days each month (during and at the end of the month) to reflect on your favorite selections or catchup on
missed readings.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS—NOVEMBER
November 1
November 2
November 3
November 4
November 5

Ezekiel 20-23; Psalm 123-124
Ezekiel 24-26; Psalm 125-126
Ezekiel 27-30; Psalm 127
Ezekiel 31-34; Psalm 128-129
Reflection

November 6
November 7
November 8
November 9
November 10
November 11
November 12

Ezekiel 35-38; Psalm 130-131
Ezekiel 39-42; Psalm 132
Ezekiel 43-45; Psalm 133-134
Ezekiel 46-48; Psalm135
John 1-3; Psalm 136
John 4-6; Psalm 137
Reflection

November 13
November 14
November 15
November 16
November 17
November 18
November 19

John 7-9; Psalm 138
John 10-12; Psalm 139
John 13-15; Psalm 140
John 16-18; Psalm 141
John 19-21; Psalm 142
Daniel 1-3; Psalm 143
Reflection

November 20
November 21
November 22
November 23
November 24
November 25
November 26

Daniel 4-6; Psalm 144
Daniel 7-9; Psalm 145
Daniel 10-12; Psalm 146
1 Thessalonians 1-2; Psalm 147
1 Thessalonians 3-5; Psalm 148
Reflection
Reflection

November 27
November 28
November 29
November 30

Joel; Psalm 149
Micah 1-3; Psalm 150
Micah 4-5; Isaiah 40
Micah 6-7; Isaiah 41

****************************************************************************************

We asked members of each group to share why these groups were important t













“Bell choir has filled a musical gap for me since finishing high school and marching band. What we produce as a
us in a fun and worshipful way.”—Betty Ingram
“Directing the hand bell choir is such a joy for me. We work hard, but we laugh A LOT and we pray together. The
for services on Sundays.”—Laurie Dishman
“Playing bells is a beautiful way to glorify God. Also it has renewed my interest in playing the piano after years of n
“In bell choir, you are responsible for your 2-4 bells, but those bells combine with the others to play as one instru
learning the techniques to make all the unique bell sounds. I also love working with all the other members of the cho
“While our goal is to provide a meaningful musical experience during worship, we have so much fun preparing our
each time we practice.”—Eva Dye
"Our Praise Band is an opportunity to grow spiritually as well as musically.”—Ched Yearout
"I sing in both the Choir and the Praise Band. I have found peace and joy in serving God and His people.”—Richar
"It's just SO many things to me..my classroom really...the musicians are my music professors, the group as a whole
ate and celebrate the gifts of others and witnessed examples for living a life of care for others. OH? And it's just th
"Gatherings with the Praise Band are so uplifting to me. Ephesians 5:19 comes to mind: 'Addressing one another i
the Lord with your heart.' :The Musician's Prayer" displayed in our rehearsal room is a constant reminder of our m
please bless this music that it might glorify your name....May your Spirit guide us through every measure so that w
voices.’ —Janice Yearout
“I enjoy being part of the choir because they are a great group of people who support each other and have a lot of f
the variety of songs and the opportunity to improve my singing skills.”—Jean Getter
“I’m in the choir because my mom asked me to come help them and I stayed. Being in the choir gives me a chance
has made me grow as a singer. I’ve learned to sing two parts so it has given me a sense of accomplishment.”—Jo M

group can be so beautiful and moving. Laurie pulls the very best out of

ey help me worship every week at rehearsal and especially when we play

neglect.”—Mitzi Head
ument and it is amazing to be part of something like that. I really enjoy
oir to make great music.”—Jean Getter
r music! There is a lot of laughter during rehearsal, and I look forward to

rd Roche
e are my spiritual teachers, from fellow members I've learned to apprecie most fun ever!”—Becca Pendergrast
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to
mission and our hope. It begins and ends with the following:: 'Oh Lord,
e might be instruments of your peace and proclaim your glory with glad

fun together. I am amazed at what Tony can get out of our group. I like

e to worship. It gives me a lot of laughter. With Tony as the director, it
McCrary

**********************************************************************************************************************

to them. Below are some of their comments.

Ms. Carolyn’s PreK-4’s Class

Ms. Rose’s Two’s Class

PreK-5’s Enjoying
“Pumpkin Tic-Tac-Toe”

Discovering “Fall” in the
Sensory Tables

The Membership Committee is co-chaired by Missie Colson and
Paul Decker. Members include Al Ballenger, Freda Blackwell,
June Still and Mary Anna Womeldorf. The committee meets at
10:00 a.m. the 2nd Wednesday of each month.
Over the past year, we have made available a Church Pictorial Directory with pictures, addresses and contact information on church
members. We are appreciative of the work done by Michael Davis
and Linda Agee on this project.
We have taken out a full page add in the Newcomer’s Directory
welcoming families who have recently moved to our community.
We have worked with the Education Committee to share information on activities and service in the community that are available in our church including the Day School, Community Childcare, Music Programs, Missions
work and church history and the church cemetery.
We are currently working with the Elder Nominating Committee to present to the congregation a slate of Elders to serve the next three years.
We have promoted the reemergence of Connection Groups after a temporary halt during COVID.
We have developed a condensed version of our church policies and procedures in the event of emergencies
such as fire, medical, severe weather and an active intruder. We have helped in the installation of security
cameras around the outside of the church.
We have provided shepherds for new members and are now addressing the list of inactive members to see if
we can get them to reconnect with the church.
We are open to any suggestions that may enhance the work of our committee.
Respectively submitted, Missie Colson and Paul Decker
****************************************************************************************

The church office will be closed on
Thursday, November 24th and Friday,
November 25th in observance of
Thanksgiving. We will return to the
office on Monday, November 28th.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!

It’s that time again. Daylight savings
time ends on Sunday, November 6th.
Remember to set your clocks back one
hour before you go to bed on Saturday
night!

SERMON SCHEDULE

November 6 – What Belongs to God, Luke 19:1-10 (Communion)
November 13 – Learning a new song, Psalm 98
November 20 – Guest Preacher (Tom Tyndall)
November 27 – Walking in the light of the Lord, Isaiah 2:1-5 (1st Sunday of Advent)
SESSION ACTION
 Prayed for congregation
 Affirmed our faith using the session statement of faith
 Approved minutes from September 19th
 Approved ministry unit reports
 Heard pastor’s report

September 2022
Revenue $ 196,114.49
Expenses $ 244,453.64
Shortfall $- 48,339.15

****************************************************************************************
Michael’s Study Leave
You may wonder what I do on study leaves. Everyone is different. My week started with
a trip to Waverly, TN where Appalachian Service Project is building 25 homes for flood
victims. You may remember we sent a team of people to Kentucky this past summer to
volunteer with ASP. I spent the day caulking and painting floor molding, along with a few
little projects. The next day my legs were stiff and sore. I guess too much squatting and
bending for my 61 year-old legs!
I read three books, Blue Like Jazz, I Am a Church Member, and Holy Disruption. I was encouraged once
again by reading the wonderful cards and notes I received the last month. I changed a few sermons for November and planned sermons for January and February. I worked on a newsletter article and did some session
planning.
****************************************************************************************
Appeal for increased donations
Easy enough to see we have a substantial deficit going into the last Quarter of the year. We are painfully
aware of the higher costs we are absorbing right now simply to feed, clothe and shelter our family. The question is, what can we do about it so our church can sustain its viable presence in our community?
Here's some ideas:
1. Should you miss a service, you can always send your Offering on-line through First Presbyterian Church
Hendersonville website. Some people use it on a monthly basis through Pay Pal.
2. Is there room in your family budget to increase your donation by 2%, 5%?
3. Is there a special “one time” donation you would like to make aside from your weekly Offering? Example:
Celebration of a child's birth, an anniversary, a birthday.
4. If you're not aware, your purchases from AMAZON can generate money to the
church at no cost to you. Simply sign up on your Amazon account.
5. The Kroger company will donate a portion of your purchases to any specified charity
you designate. Again, at no cost to you. You may have to enroll in their Kroger
card, which is free. It's always possible that Publix, Sam's or Costco would also allow donations from your purchases.
Perhaps these ideas will give you thought of other ways, but whatever you can do will be
greatly appreciated! Blessings, too, for all you do in church activities or projects. This is
something we do not quantify monetarily but is priceless!
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Mark Your Calendar for November 6th for
our Fall Luncheon: We ar e excited to gather
for a Fall lunch on November 6 after worship
in Martin Hall. Soups, sandwiches and dessert
will be served. Hope to see you there!
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Shirley Tidwell
Avery Batey
Mary Lu Batey
Billy Dye
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