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Dear Friends, 
 
A mother was teaching her three-year-old The Lord’s Prayer.  For several eve-
nings at bedtime, the child repeated it after the mother.  Then one night the 
child was ready to solo.  The mother listened with pride to the carefully enunci-
ated words, right up to the end.  “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us some e-mail.  Amen.” 
 
The disciples ask Jesus to teach them how to pray (probably did not include 
email!).  There are two recordings of the Lord’s Prayer, Matthew 6:9-13 and 
Luke 11:1-4.  Before Jesus teaches his disciples how to pray, he teaches them 
how not to pray.  When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites, speaking of the 
Pharisees.  They love to stand and pray out loud getting everyone’s attention.  

They are hypocrites because they are praying for their own benefit and leaving God out.  It is not about God’s 
glory but about their glory.  Don’t pray like them.  Pray privately not showing off for others.  
 
Don’t pray like the people who use long sentences and big words.  They mistakenly think their long, flashy 
prayers get special access to God.  John Duckworth describes different styles of prayer in his article, “Hailing 
the Chief.”  Several people come before God with their prayer requests.  One person who attempts to impress 
God with his fancy, religious words, prays, “O thou in who so much doth constitutionally dwell, upon whose 
desk hath been placed a most effective blotter, incline thine ear toward thy most humble citizen, and grant that 
thy many entities may be manifoldly endowed upon the fruitful plain....”  Fancy words and long sentences do 
not make our prayers more effective.   
 
How do we pray?  The Lord’s Prayer becomes a model for our prayers.  N. T. Wright in his book, The Lord 
and His Prayer, says this, “When Jesus gave his disciples this prayer, he was giving them part of his own 
breath, his own life, his own prayer.  The prayer is actually a distillation of his own sense of vocation, his own 
understanding of his Father’s purposes.”   
 
Jesus’s way of praying becomes our way of praying.  R.C. Sproul’s advice about prayer is remembering “who 
it is you’re talking to, because nothing will condition your prayer life more deeply than remembering that 
you’re in conversation with God, the sovereign Creator and Ruler of the universe.” 
 
Starting in August, I will be preaching a series on the Lord’s Prayer.  We will spend approximately ten weeks 
reviewing the different parts of the Lord’s Prayer and how they enrich our faith and conversations with God.  
We will learn more about God’s purposes and priorities for us.  Jesus tells his disciples, “Your Father in heav-
en knows what you need before you ask.”  I picture a child coming to his or her parents to make a request.  
Meanwhile, the parent already knows what will be asked, but listens with love and care.   
 
I will also be sending out some children’s books on the Lord’s prayer.  Newsletters will cover prayer topics 
and I will also “deliver you some emails” each week.  May we all deepen our understanding of prayer and 
grow closer to our loving Lord.    
 
Love and Prayers,        



First Presbyterian Hendersonville is blessed to be a friendly and car-
ing church, ready to assist in taking care of the congregation. The  
Congregational Care Committee is divided into fellowship activities 
and visitation to the homebound and others. The visitation can in-
clude food and communion and takes volunteers into homes, nurs-
ing homes/rehabilitation centers and hospitals. 
 
This committee encourages fellowship throughout the congregation 
and is the contact for the Sunshine Ministry, Book group, Adult Fel-

lowship and the Caregiver support group. Fellowship must have an efficient kitchen co-ordinator. We current-
ly have that in the team of Phyllis and Jerry Klym.  We also plan, organize and mobilize volunteers to provide 
meals to families in bereavement.     
 
We would like to highlight our upcoming fellowship events. Our NaCoMe weekend is Friday evening, Sep-
tember 9 through Sunday lunch on September 11. This year we are highlighting a Saturday only experience for 
anyone who would like to come for a day and experience this unique conference center on 600 plus acres that 
includes deep hardwood forests, natural streams and lakes, a host of wildflowers,  fishing (bring your pole) and 
of course wildlife. NaCoMe is located 90 miles from Nashville (one hour and a half) on the Western Highland 
Rim. The Saturday experience will include morning devotion, and worship around 4pm with Pastor Michael 
leading. We will also have craft activities and other NaCoMe adventures available.  We already have a number 
signed up for the weekend and also for Saturday, 
A Taste of NaCoMe.    On Sunday, September 25, 
we will have our annual church picnic and worship 
at Shelter 8 in Sanders Ferry Park. We have the 
park reserved for the day if you would like to stay 
and fellowship after lunch. Lunch will be provid-
ed. Come and be a part of both of these fellowship 
events. 
 
The Congregational Care Committee meets the 
second Sunday at 11 after worship upstairs in the 
Session room. In addition to Pastor Michael, mem-
bers are Brenda Hubbell and Betty Ingram 
(Moderators), June Still, Paulette Farnham, Phyllis 
and Jerry Klym, Casey Thompson, Mary Lou Bat-
ey, Carrie Batey, Janet Covington and Karen Bay-
lor(special projects).  Feel free to join us at our 
next meeting!   

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Matthew 25(34-36, 40): Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed 

by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and 

you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 

was naked and you gave me clothing . . . And the king will answer,  ‘ Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the 

least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 

We participate in a food bank called Matthew 25 the first Saturday of every month helping distribute food, 
clothing, and diapers to families in need.  We consistently run out of diapers. So, during the month of August, 

we are collecting diapers to donate to Matthew 25. Any size is welcome but sizes 4, 5, and 6 are especially 
needed. Pull-ups for sizes 5 and 6 would be great. Thank you so much for your generosity. 



Daily Bible Reading 
In 2022, the daily Bible reading schedule will take you on a journey between the Old and New Testament 
books.  There will be three or four chapters a day.  Each month consists of 25 readings.  You will have several 
days each month (during and at the end of the month) to reflect on your favorite selections or catchup on 
missed readings.   
 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS—AUGUST 
 
August 1     1 Corinthians 12-14; Psalm 100     August 21   2 Corinthians 10-13; Psalm 115 
August 2     1 Corinthians 15-16; Psalm 101    August 22   Ezra 1-4; Psalm 116 
August 3     2 Chronicles 1-4; Psalm 102    August 23   Ezra 5-7; Psalm 117 
August 4     2 Chronicles 5-7; Psalm 103    August 24   Ezra 8-10; Psalm 118:1-14 
August 5     2 Chronicles 8-11; Psalm 104:1-23   August 25   Nehemiah 1-3; Psalm 118:15-29 
August 6     Reflection        August 26   Nehemiah 4-7; Psalm 119:1-16  
         August 27   Reflection 
August 7     2 Chronicles 12-15; Psalm 104:24-35   
August 8     2 Chronicles 16-18; Psalm  105              August 28    Nehemiah 8-10; Psalm 119:17-32 
August 9     2 Chronicles 19-21; Psalm 106:1-23  August 29    Nehemiah 11-13: Psalm 119:33-48 
August 10   2 Chronicles 22-24; Psalm 106: 24-48     August 30    Reflection 
August 11   2 Chronicles 25-27; Psalm 107              August 31    Reflection 
August 12   2 Chronicles 28-30; Psalm 108 
August 13   Reflection 
 
August 14   2 Chronicles 31-33; Psalm 109 
August 15   2 Chronicles 34-36; Psalm 110 
August 16   Obadiah, Psalm 111 
August 17   2 Corinthians 1-3; Psalm 112 
August 18   2 Corinthians 4-6; Psalm 113 
August 19   2 Corinthians 7-9; Psalm 114 
August 20   Reflection 

**************************************************************************************** 

“Mama always said life was like a box of chocolates.  You never know what 
you’re gonna get.   
-  Forrest Gump  
 
Forrest is eating a box of chocolates sitting on a park bench.  He offers a 
chocolate to a woman who is waiting for a bus. He offers his mama’s advice 
about life right before he begins a conversation about shoes.  Life is like a 
box of chocolates.  We don’t know what the day will bring.  Life is full of 
uncertainties.  The only certain part of life is the Lord loves us no matter 
what.  “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 8:38-39) 

*********************************************

The Presbytery of Middle Tennessee is seeking a faith-led, approachable, collaborative, and detail-oriented 
person to join our team as our Stated Clerk. Our ideal candidate would find joy in bringing order to day-to-day 
operations, find excitement in exploring their faith in line with the Book of Order, and is passionate about 
building community and trust amongst a wide variety of people within the churches in the Presbytery to aid in 
fulfilling our mission and ministry purposes.  If you know someone interested or have any questions, please 
call Michael.  

********************************************

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*



Thank you to Jean Getter, Tom Rouse, Ethan Minor, Robert, Jadon, and Carter Wells, and Pastor 
Michael who spent a week working in Hazard, KY working with ASP.  They removed damaged 
drywall, replaced, mudded, and painted it; framed doors with molding; replaced broken ceiling fan, 
kitchen light, dishwasher, thermostat, and kitchen faucet; floor vents were replaced; and electric re-
pairs and new boxes attached properly.  Outside old gutter replaced with new one, along with drip 
edge.  Roof leaks were repaired and deck stairs were repaired.  
 
Since 1969, over 440,000 volunteers have helped to make over 19,000 homes warmer, safer, and 
drier for families of Central Appalachia.  ASP was founded in 1969 by a United Methodist minister 
named Glen “Tex” Evans.  He gathered 50 volunteers that summer and they repaired 4 homes.  This 
year, 353 groups from 32 different states for a total of over 7700 volunteers repaired homes.  

Trying to solve a problem 

Jadon having a little siesta 

Lunch Time! 

Jadon & Carter 
having some fun 

Jean Painting 
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Ethan, the electrical guru 

Tom on a ladder 

Piper celebrating her Frozen dolls 

Jean & Carter ready for space walk 

Robert cleaning our mess 



Ben on Staff Joseph 

AJ & Ariana 

AJ & Ariana Ben 

Sasha 

Sasha 



June  2022 
Revenue     $ 141,702.49 
Expenses    $  170,661.25   
Shortfall     $ - 28,958.76 

SESSION ACTION 

There was no session meeting in July. 

Via email, the session approved $18,700 to be spent out of the Reserve 

Fund to replace the 2nd floor 24-year old HVAC system for the education 

wing that needs to be replaced.  

SERMON SCHEDULE – Series on the Lord’s Prayer 

August 7 – Our Father (Communion) 

August 14 – In heaven 

August 21 – Holy is your name 

August 28 – Your Kingdom come 

We are happy to report that we 

finally have air conditioning in 

the Sunday school hallway!  It 

was installed last week! Thanks 

Quest A/C. 

**************************************************************************************** 

**************************************************************************************** 

AUGUST IS BACK TO (SUNDAY) SCHOOL TIME 

As the kids all head back to school this month, why not consider some con-
tinuing education of your own? Adults of all ages are encouraged to join our 
new Sunday school class, facilitated by Billy Dye as he leads a discussion of 
Perspective.  

People have varying perspectives of themselves and the world around them. How do your perspectives affect 
how you understand your faith? Come and find out on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in the large room upstairs. 
We welcome your observations and input. (The nursery and age-appropriate Sunday school will be available 
for children.)  

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Pastor Michael is starting the 

Zoom Thursday Bible study at 

11:00 a.m. on August 4th! 



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Sara Webne, Nursery Worker 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

  1  - Courtney Masters 

 Betty McConnell 

  2  - Eva Dye 

 Missie Colson 

  4  - Brenda Hubbell 

  5  - Jimmy Tarbutton 

  6  - Nancy Hunt 

  7  - Camden Pettit 

 12 - Leigh Masters 

 Drew Watson 

 14  - Mitzi Head 

 Evan Abraham 

 Sheppard Watson 

 15  - Linda Ballenger 

 20  - Hartley Scott 

 23  - Lauren Duke Woods 

 25  - Tony Williams 

 28  - Ariana Brew   


