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Dear Friends, 
 

There is an amusing cartoon strip in which a tiny insect is looking up at a much larger 
specimen.  “What kind of insect are you?” asks the puzzled little bug.  “I’m a praying man-
tis,” is the reply.   

“That’s absurd,” say the tiny bug, “Insects don’t pray!”  Whereupon the praying mantis 
grabs the tiny bug by the throat and begins to squeeze.  Caught in this desperate situation, 
his bulging eyes rolling heavenward, the tiny bug says, “Our Father who art in heav-
en...” (voice going up several octaves). 

 

If insects pray, so should we.  William McGill, an 18th century Episcopal priest once said, “The value of con-
sistent prayers is not that He will hear us, but that we will hear Him.”  Jesus models a prayer life and teaches 
his disciples to pray using the Lord’s Prayer.  Praying is a central part of our Christian lives.  There are many 
ways the Bible can help us in our prayers.  Here are three. 
 

First, there are many prayers recorded in the Bible.  One source totaled over 200 prayers.  Hannah offers a 
short, direct prayer for a child.  If God would give her a child, she promised to give the child back to God as a 
priest (1 Samuel 1:11).  God answered her prayer with the priest/prophet Samuel.  Her prayer of thanksgiving 
is also recorded (2:1-10).  One of my favorite prayers is found in Ephesians.  Paul offers this prayer for the 
church, may God strengthen you with the riches of his glory so you will have inner power and that Christ will 
live in your hearts.  May you have the power of insight to comprehend the multi-dimensions of God’s love (my 
paraphrase from 3:16-19).  We can use these Biblical prayers to guide our prayers. 
 

Secondly, we can pray Scripture.  In their book, The Issachar Factor, Glen Martin and Gary McIntosh describe 
praying Scripture as allowing God to shape our lives.  When a text of Scripture teaches about loving others, we 
can form that passage into a pray for how we can better love others.  They use the acrostic SHARE – Sin to 
confess; Habit to correct; Attitude to change; Promise to claim; or Example to follow.  We can also follow this 
pattern using a psalm, which themselves are prayers.  For example, turn Psalm 23 into a prayer for trusting 
God through the challenges of life. 
 

Finally, the Bible models the importance of praise and thanksgiving for our prayers.  When we praise God, we 
are describing ways we have experienced God’s love and help.  God is faithful and strong for us.  We praise 
God for the “ways he reaches down from on high and draws us out of deep waters (Psalm 18:16).  As we take 
notice of the multiple ways God helps us every day, our focus moves off of fear and worry and onto God’s 
presence and power in Jesus Christ.  Once again Martin and McIntosh describe the Spirit influencing our pray-
ers.  We realize the God of the Bible is the same God who is working in our lives.  “The same God who parted 
the seas for Moses, will part the troubled waters that I am in.” 
 

One of the most important parts of the session’s agenda is our prayers for the congregation.  We take the time 
to pray for ten households each meeting, along with sharing prayer requests.  Reading our statement of faith 
reminds us that God is Lord of the church and we are his followers and servers. 
 

Love and Prayers,   



 

***********************************************************************************************************

               PRESBYTERIAN DAY SCHOOL 

On this 150th anniversary year of our church, it is not surprising that 

the Presbyterian Day School has been a partner with our congregation 

for almost a third of that time.  This partnership has been long standing 

with many members teaching or serving on the board, plus many of our 

children benefiting from their program. 

We continue to support this ministry through our Missions Committee.  

At the same time the children of P.D.S. are supporting many of our monthly projects.  This year P.D.S. 

brought donations for Community Childcare Thanksgiving meals, adopted children for Christmas from the 

Angel Tree, brought food for the Samaritan Center and supported C.A.S.A. and HomeSafe with supplies.  

P.D.S. has also done other missions such as a Trike-a-thon benefiting St. Jude’s Hospital. 

Another connection to the P.D.S. children is our annual invitation to attend Vacation Bible School.  This is a 

time where our members can interact with the children and support them in their growth as young Christians.   

We thank Carolyn McCoy, our P.D.S. director, and all the teachers who give of themselves so unselfishly to 

love and support these young ones.  We also thank P.D.S. for being such a wonderful program in our commu-

nity.  We appreciate their partnership and opportunity to support young families in our community. 

 

150th Anniversary Message to the Congregation 

How do you spell family?  FPC (First Presbyterian Church)!  We moved to 

Hendersonville twenty years ago from Illinois.  We had always been Lutheran but 

did not find a Lutheran church here that we felt comfortable with.  So the great 

church search began.  We immediately felt at home here at FPC.  When you move 

around like we did in the past, you move to a city where you know no one.  So your 

church becomes your family.  We have found a loving, caring group of people here 

at FPC.  People who aren't perfect but who try to be more Christ-like.  They do this 

by their Christian witness and sharing their spiritual gifts with others in this church 

and with those outside these walls.  We know that those here at FPC will be present 

for us whenever we need them and for that we are extremely grateful.—Tom & 

Debra Obrock 

***********************************************************************************************************

Saltshakers (Adult Fellowship) invites you to 

their Summer Gathering on Saturday, August 

3, 2019, at the home of James & Kelly Horton, 

102 Meadow Court, Hendersonville, TN 

37075.  We will gather at 5:30 p.m. and enjoy 

fellowship poolside. 

All Adults in the church are encouraged to 

come and fellowship with one another.  Please 

bring what you would like to drink and an ap-

petizer, side dish, or dessert!  We look forward 

to fellowship with our church family! 



 

The first Worship Service in the “renovated” Sanctuary is scheduled for Sunday, July 7th; and to that end, the 

Properties Committee has completed the following tasks:   

 All of the pews have been repainted. 

 New speakers were installed to improve the sound.  Work continues to abate difficult room acoustics. 

 The indirect valence lighting was changed to LED (112 tubes), to provide a uniform pattern with long-

term reliability. 

 The original floors were sanded and finished with 3 coats of polyurethane. All of the old “character flaws” 

were left but turned out beautifully.  All pews were moved to accommodate this work. 

 The water-damaged wall on the parking lot side was replaced with new materials to match the original. 

 The white wainscoted walls were painted. 

 The pews were reinstalled on Friday, June 21--with a lot of member help.  The larger space between pews   

at the rear of the Sanctuary was reduced to the standard spacing to gain approximately one foot of  much 

needed space at the front.   

 All carpeting has been replaced with new commercial-grade carpet.  All 35 excess holes in the pulpit area 

have been covered, leaving the eight required for placement of the removable panels. 

 The Narthex floor has been replaced  with LVT;  and a Gaelic medallion inlay completed this change to 

the entrance to the Sanctuary. 

 Landscaping design improvements are completed with installation to be scheduled. 

A special thanks to all of the church members and staff who helped to facilitate the contracted work. 



 

We had six youth from First Presbyterian Church who were able to attend NaCome Summer Camp this 

year and everyone had a great time!  Those who attended were Ariana Brew, Isaiah Brew, AJ Scott, 

Sasha Dishman, Ben Dye and Joseph Dye.  Below are com,ments from a few of our campers:

Ariana Brew—”Sometimes it doesn’t feel like God is there, but in the end you see He is with you.  I 

really liked the worship and music, especially the stone soup story.  I learned that even though all the 

people had everything they needed in the beginning, it took somebody to bring them together.

Isaiah Brew—“Camp reaffirmed a lot of the concepts we covered in confirmation

and feet of Jesus, forgiving others and forming relationships.

AJ Scott—”The last night at camp was powerful and meaningful.

Sasha Dishman—”My week at camp NaCoMe was amazing!  I grew closer to friends, made new 

friends, and became closer to God.  Worship and devotion really helped me with my faith because I was 

able to trust in God and my family group.  My friends also helped me come closer to God.  Jane, Sam 

and the nurse helped me get through a tough situation, and in doing that, I became close to them.  Han-

sel and Jane were great counselors and they are awesome people.  I loved watching people overcome 

their fears at high ropes.  I also love doing high ropes myself.  I loved playing king of the hill on the 

Jesus mats at upper lake.  I loved creek walking and just sitting in the cold water with my friends.  I 

loved doing the polar plunge for four times in a row now.  I loved pushing people in the freezing water 

at the swimming hole, and also being the one pushed in.  I loved showing how bad I am at football, but 

how good I am at volleyball.  I loved making secret handshakes with my friends.  I loved dominating at 

gaga and 9 square.  I loved dancing until midnight on the last day.  I love NaCoMe and everyone there, 

especially my family group. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

 10:00 am Wom-
en’s Book Group 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

6:00 pm Local 
Missions Meeting 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 8:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Independence 
Day-Office 
Closed 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship-
Communion 

9:00 am V.B.S. 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

1:00 pm Educa-
tion Meeting 

6:30 pm Book 
Club 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am V.B.S. 

6:00 pm Life 
Issues Support 
Group 

8:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

9:00 am V.B.S. 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Budget 
& Finance Meet-
ing 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

9:00 am V.B.S. 9:00 am V.B.S. 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

7:00 am Room in the 
Inn 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 

8:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Window Dead-
line 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

  8:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

12:00 pm Blood 
Drive-MH 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

28 29 30 31       

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

  

  

  

  

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

  8:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

      



SESSION ACTION 

 Approved minutes from May 20th 

 Prayed for the congregation 

 Received report from Budget Committee 

 Received report from Presbytery Meeting 

 Received Ministry Unit Reports 

 Including $2500 out of Buildings and Grounds Fund for landscaping 

 Received Pastor’s report 

SERMON SCHEDULE 

July 7 – What message do you take? Luke 10:1-11; 16-20 (Communion) 
July 14 – Who is my neighbor? Luke 10:25-37  
July 21 – God’s expectations of me, Amos 8:1-12 
July 28 – Guest preacher, Candice Klein, First Gallatin (pulpit swap with Lectionary pastors) 

Thru May 2019 
 

Revenue    $ 114,434.59 
Expenses   $ 137,327.64 
Shortfall    $  -22,893.05 

    You are invited to Vacation Bible School! 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
 

         July 8-12, 2019 
 

        9:00 – 11:30 am 
 
                                          

 

We have had a wonderful response for our preschool class, and it is now full!  However, we would still love to 
have more elementary age students!  Please register online via the link on the church website or contact Eva 
Dye (evadye@yahoo.com).   
 

Our theme is God is . . .  featuring stories of David. Elementary age children will choose from one of three 
tracks for the week (art, cooking, or missions), and preschool friends have a special track just for them!  Come 
join us for a morning filled with games, music, worship, snacks, and . . . FUN! 

***********************************************************************************************************

The church office will 

be closed on Thursday, 

July 4th in observance 

of Independence Day.    

We will be back in the 

office on Friday, July 

5th! 

Hendersonville Community Blood Drive 

Where:  First Presbyterian Church—Martin Hall 

Date:  Wednesday, July 24, 2019 

Time:  12:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

mailto:evadye@yahoo.com


First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

   1  - Lucas Bish 

   2  - Janice Yearout 

   3  -    Karen Carrier 

 Margaret Ewald 

 Ben McCrary 

   7  - Becca Young Pendergrast 

   9  - Virginia Duffett 

 Gary Head 

 11  - Richard Roche 

 12  - Ellen Getter 

 Brooklyn Young 

 16  - Jaxon Settle 

 Luke Batey 

 18  - Drew Getter 

 24  - Joyce Smitha 

 25  - Jim Lind 

 27  - Helen Hunter 

 29  - Sandi Martin 

 30  - Kenny Gugenheim 

 Jerry Gugenheim 

 31  - John Allen 


