
 

THE WINDOW 

First Presbyterian Church 

Hendersonville, TN    

 January 2023 

Dear Friends, 
 
As we begin this new year, do you have any resolutions?  Lose some pounds?  
Exercise more frequently?  Start having daily devotions?  Get to know your 
neighbors and look for opportunities to serve them?  Start a new hobby?  Stop a 
bad habit?  Maybe you are not one of those resolution people.  For some, January 
1 is just another day to live.  I think the important question is how do you want to 
improve this new year?  How do you want to grow as a person?  As a Christian?   
 
The new year brings new church opportunities.  There are several new things hap-
pening around the church this new year.  We have new elders coming on session 
and joining committee work.  We have a new budget that will fund new programs 

and ministries.  There are several new Sunday school classes. 
 
I wonder what God has planned for our lives this new year.  Jeremiah reminds us, “I know the plans I have for 
you; plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.  Then you will call upon 
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart.” (29:11-13) 
 
It is wonderful that God has come to earth in Jesus Christ.  God has come into our world to find us and claim 
us.  God comes after us since we often are not too good at seeking God with all our heart.   
 
The beginning of a new year is a good time to start a new ministry in the church.  Every one of us is called to 
some kind of ministry.  Worshipping on Sundays, participating in a Bible study, and supporting the ministries 
of the church with our finances are basic responsibilities of church membership.  Setting aside time each day to 
read the Bible and pray are primary for a growing faith.  Where do you want to share your spiritual gifts?  
There are six committees that oversee all the ministries and work of First Presbyterian.   
 

 Congregational Care – organizes the fellowship meals and visits our homebound members (sometimes 
with communion). 

 Worship – oversees worship on Sundays and special occasions, along with organizing greeters, liturgists, 
and communion. 

 Discipleship and Education – plans Sunday school classes, finds teachers, helpers for children church, and 
nursery; leads the youth program.  

 Membership – encourages the congregation to deepen their commitment, assimilates new members, and 
oversees Connection groups; Elder Nominating and Budget Committee are under this committee.      

 Missions – plans and provides opportunities for the congregation to serve others; this includes all local 
missions, Rise Against Hunger and Appalachia Service Project; they allocate the budgeted money to the 
agencies. 

 Property – maintains and improves the building and grounds to enhance our ministry. 
 
Where is God calling you to serve this new year?  May we join our hearts and lives to glorify God with our 
faithful service.   
 
Love and Prayers,  



RESOLUTIONS VS. COMMITMENT 
 

It’s a new year. Are you making any plans to strengthen your connections 
to God and others this year? If your typical annual resolutions haven’t been 
successful in the past (and we know how long most of those last), you 
might consider making a commitment this year instead. To that end, we 
invite you to join one of our new Sunday morning 9 o’clock groups . . . or 
start one of your own. Here’s what we’ll be offering. 
 

Option 1: A book study of The Screwtape Letters 
In this C.S. Lewis classic, Screwtape is a senior demon who writes to offer advice and guidance to his protégé, 
Wormwood, on how to lure humans away from “the Enemy” (God). It’s a creative and sometimes alarming 
look at how we as believers need to “put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the 
devil’s schemes” (Ephesians 6:11). Class will be facilitated by Pam Davis and participants will need to provide 
their own book. 
 
Option 2: A Bible study of the Book of Acts 
This sequel to the Gospel of Luke is filled with fascinating stories, all involving the power of the Holy Spirit: 
Pentecost, the newfound courage and confidence of Jesus’ apostles, the conversion of Saul, divinely orches-
trated jailbreaks (for both Peter and Paul!), the stoning of Stephen, Paul’s shipwreck, his establishment of 
churches throughout Europe and Asia, and much more. Most of all, Acts describes the establishment of the one 
Church—all believers who comprise the body of Christ. Class will be led by Morgan Linn and Tonya Elkins, 
but they are looking for other volunteers to join a leadership rotation and share the privilege/responsibility of 
facilitating.  
 
Meanwhile, an all-ages youth class will examine the great stories of the Bible in chronological sequence. 
While developing a “big-picture” perspective of the events of Scripture, participants can also expect to discov-
er many fascinating accounts that their elementary Sunday school teachers most likely avoided. 
 
All classes begin January 8 at 9 a.m. If none of these groups appeal to you, and you have a better suggestion, 
please feel free to work out the details with the Discipleship Committee and get something started right away. 
(See Morgan Linn, Tonya Elkins, Kathy Ebbert, Jean Getter, or Stan Campbell.) It is our desire to provide reg-
ular occasions for everyone in our congregation to advance their spiritual growth if they desire to do so. These 
classes are opportunities to not only grow closer to God, but also to get better acquainted with one another. 
(It’s difficult to “love your neighbor as yourself” if you know precious little about your neighbor.) We realize 
many people can’t attend every week for various reasons, but we do hope more people will commit to an in-
creased level of group interaction in 2023. 
 
“Commit your way to the Lord: trust in him and he will do this: He will make your righteous reward shine like 
the dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun” (Psalm 37:5-6). 

**************************************************************************************** 

Congratulations to Jesse & Jessica 

Conner on the birth of their daughter, 

Harper Lunn Conner.  She was born on  

December 6th.  She weighed 8 pounds, 

7 ounces and was 20 inches long.  

Proud grandparents are Michael & Pam 

Davis.  



FIFTH-SUNDAY BREAKFASTS: NEW FOR THE NEW YEAR 
 
In 2023, the Discipleship Team (with help) will host a breakfast at 9:00 
in Martin Hall on every fifth Sunday. Why? We have several reasons: 
 

• As we begin to offer more options for adult classes during the 9 a.m. 
hour, these quarterly breakfasts will allow each group to share with 
the others what they are learning; 

• Newcomers are invited to attend and see what’s going on every 
week during the hour before worship. Perhaps they might like to 
join the camaraderie whenever they can; and 

• At each breakfast we plan to discuss a topic of interest to today’s 
believers—a difficult question everyone ponders but rarely asks out 
loud. (“Why doesn’t God do something about suffering/evil?” 
“How can I know God’s will for my life?” “Where did Cain’s wife 
come from?” Etc.). If you have such questions, these gatherings will 
be an ideal source for helpful input. 

 
The first fifth Sunday of this month is quickly approaching: January 29. All are invited to come that day and 
see what’s new. Watch your January bulletins for more information. 

**************************************************************************************** 

Reading Through the Bible in a Year: This year  there will be daily Bible readings in each monthly news-
letter.  By this time next year, you will have read through the whole Bible.  There will be 4-6 readings each 
day, accept for the weekends.  The weekends can be used to catch up or reflect on what was read the previous 
week.  The Old Testament readings are chronological. 
 
 
January 1   Reflection         January 22       Reflection 
January 2 Genesis 1-2; Psalm 19; Mark 1      January 23       Genesis 41-42; Mark 16 
January 3 Genesis 3-5; Mark 2        January 24       Genesis 43-44; Psalm 24; Galatians 1 
January 4 Genesis 6-8; Psalm 104; Mark 3      January 25       Genesis 45-46; Psalm 108; Galatians 2 
January 5 Genesis 9-11; Mark 4        January 26       Genesis 47-48; Psalm 25; Galatians 3 
January 6 Genesis 12-15; Psalm 148; Mark 5      January 27       Genesis 49-50; Galatians 4 
January 7 Reflection         January 28       Reflection 
 
January 8 Reflection         January 29       Reflection 
January 9 Genesis 16-18; Mark 6       January 30       Exodus 1-3; Galatians 5 
January 10 Genesis 19-20; Mark 7       January 31       Exodus 4-6; Galatians 6 
January 11 Genesis 21-23; Psalm 107; Mark 8 
January 12 Genesis 24-25; Psalm 4; Mark 9 
January 13 Genesis 26-27; Mark 10 
January 14 Reflection 
 
January 15 Reflection 
January 16 Genesis 28-29; Mark 11 
January 17 Genesis 30-31; Psalm 11; Mark 12 
January 18 Genesis 32-34; Psalm 145; Mark 13 
January 19 Genesis 35-37; Psalm 12; Mark 14 
January 20 Genesis 38-40; Mark 15 
January 21 Reflection 
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Eva Dye,         

Evelyn Kemp & 

Joseph Ottevaere 

delivering our 

Angel Tree gifts 

to the Community 

Childcare Center, 

Christine         

Poppendorf—

Executive        

Director 



Hector Rojas, Shawn Richardson, Jackie & Paul Decker,  

John Allen & Kathy Campbell 

Ched & Janice Yearout, Judy & Wally Wallis, and 

Susan Martin 

Janet Covington, Phyllis & Jerry Klym, Jordan, Kevin, 

Margaret & Cara Suhr 

Diane & Charlie Swan, Tonya Elkis, Laurie Dishman, 

Thad & Isaiah Brew 

Wally & Judy Wallis, Karen & David Abbott,            

and Jim & Mary Perry 

Pam Davis, Calvin & Sara Ice, Missie Colson,            

and Pat Paisley 



The Sunshine Ministry is growing by leaps and bounds! 
We had forty people attend the December gathering - hmm, 
wonder if word got out that Mr. and Mrs. Claus might be 
there?! Not only were most of our regular members there, 
but we had several guests in attendance, which was espe-
cially fun.  
 
Our "Christmas Memories" booklet was distributed (thanks 
to Phyllis Klym), and several people spoke about the 
memory they'd shared in the booklet. Copies are available 
if you'd like to pick one up.   
 
All in all, it was a fantastic day, super atmosphere, out-
standing food, and precious friends - old and new! Thank 
you, Lord, for our blessings!  

 

Richard Roche—naughty or nice?  

Phyllis Klym & Janet Covington 

Jerry & Phyllis Klym visiting with Santa! 

Trying a last minute effort to get off 

the naughty list. 

Mary Lou Settle must have been good this year! 



Christmas is over.  I trust that everyone had a good Christmas.  It was certainly a 
busy time for me as well as the Adult Choir.  What I enjoy about the Christmas sea-
son is the music.  I have always enjoyed the hymns and carols of the season.  This 
year was no different.   
 
At the risk of forgetting someone, I want to take this opportunity to thank all the peo-
ple that helped during this time.  First, I want to thank the choir for their hard work 
and the beautiful singing for our two Lessons and Carols service on December 18.  
This year, we combined our choir with the choir of St. Joseph of Arimathea to sing 

for two services.    We sang Lessons and Carols at our church in the morning and at St. Joseph’s in the after-
noon with orchestra.  It was exciting for me on several areas.  As you may know, Allison is the Organist and 
Choir Director at St. Joseph’s.  It was great to combine the choirs and work with another church in our com-
munity.  It was also exciting to see how the two choirs bonded through this.  I believed new relationships 
formed because of this experience.  And of course, I got to collaborate with my wife on a project.  I should 
mention that we had one person from the Hendersonville Community Singers sing with us as well.  I discov-
ered that putting Allison and me together on a project means that the project will become bigger than anyone 
imagined.  Our choir also sang for the service on Christmas Eve.  They worked hard and sang so beautifully.  I 
am still on “Cloud Nine” from the experience and I think it will be a while before I come down.  I also want to 
thank those who read for our Lessons and Carols service, Amy Bish, Steve Martin, Cari Lou Westendorf, Eve-
lyn Kemp, Jean Getter, Pam Davis, Al Ballenger, and Michael Davis.  To everyone involved, Thank you!  This 
is something that I will never forget.  Get ready for next year. 
 
Now that the Christmas season is over, it is on to Lent and Easter.  That means more great music.  Our two big 
services during this time are Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday.  If anyone is interested in singing with the 
choir during this time, please join us.  We will begin rehearsal in January.—Tony Williams 



November 2022 
Revenue     $ 264,260.55 
Expenses    $ 296,568.56  
Shortfall     $ - 32,308.01 

SERMON SCHEDULE  

January 1 –  Special music and devotion, “What is special about Christmas?” (New Year’s Day, Communion) 
January 8 –   Matthew 3:13-17, Finding strength for your ministry  
January 15 – Psalm 139, Beautiful messes (Elder ordination and installation) 
January 22 – 1 Corinthians 1:10-18, A unified church 
January 29 – 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, The foolishness of the gospel (4 cents offering) 

**************************************************************************************** 

**************************************************************************************** 

SESSION EXPENSE 

 Introduced new elders 

 Prayed for congregation 

 Affirmed our faith using the session statement of faith 

 Heard new elder statements of faith  

 Called a Congregational Meeting of December 18 to hear report 
and recommendations of Elder Nominating Committee 

 Ordination and Installation of elders on January 15 

 Approved minutes from October 24 

 Heard presbytery report 

 Approved ministry unit reports 

 Heard pastor’s report 

 Approved 2023 budget of $397,027 

The Theology of Hymns 
 
This year we will look at the theology of one hymn each month.  There will 
be a summary of who wrote it and the inspiration beyond the writing. 
 
O Little Town of Bethlehem was written by Phillips Brooks in 1867.  The 
inspiration for this hymn came from a Christmas Eve in Bethlehem.  He 
traveled by horse back from Jerusalem to Bethlehem to attend a Christmas 
Day service.   He wrote the words for a children’s Christmas song.   
 
Christ was born in the small, sleepy, quiet town of Bethlehem.  It seems on-
ly heaven, the stars, and angels proclaim the holy birth.  The third stanza 
tells the significance of Christ’s birth, “God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.  No ear may 
hear his coming, but in this world of sin, where meek souls will receive him still the dear Christ enters in.”  
We often hear God’s gift of love at Christmas with the ears of our heart.   
 
Christmas seems to come and go quickly.  I pray we stay awake as we begin this new year.  May we accept the 
wondrous gift God has given and live inspired by Christ living in us.   

The staff thanks you for your 

generous and kind gifts to us.  

God blesses us through you. 

With grateful appreciation to 

Michael Davis and my entire 

church family for all of the 

love, concern, and prayers for 

my son, Scott.  He and I are 

thankful for you, and wish you 

all Christmas blessings and 

miracles … Joy to the World! - 

Freda Blackwell 
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172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Sara Webne, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

   6  -  David Bodkin 

   7  -   Jackie Andrews 

 Rosie Lewis 

   9  - Carrie Batey 

 10  - Karen Abbott 

 11  - Tim Bish 

 Andrew Getter 

 14  - Brenda DePriest 

 16  - David Abbott 

 17  - June Still 

 20  - Drew Covington 

 Ruth Faulkner 

 24  - Jonathan Davis 

 25  - Wendolyn Ebbert 

 Jadon Wells 

 29  - Steve Martin 

 31  - Sasha Dishman 

Where: First Presbyter ian Church 

When: Monday, January 16th 

From: 11:00—4:00 p.m. 

Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS  

or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter:  

       HendersonvilleCM 

to schedule an appointment 


