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Dear Friends, 

 

This was a conversation overheard in a Galilean peasant's home, about 2,000 years ago 

… "If I've told you once, I've told you a thousand times -- don't be so trusting! Just be-

cause someone asks you for something, you don't have to give it away. You can keep it. 

It's yours!  Imagine -- giving away your lunch! And after I packed it so carefully for 

you: the flat loaves of pita bread still warm from the oven, the savory smoked fish. Your 

father and I gave you that food so you could eat. What happened, anyway, when you 

gave your lunch away? Tell me. That disciple of Jesus who asked you for it -- did he eat 

it? Or did he give it to someone else?" 

 

One of the Lenten devotional readings this week was John 6:1-15.  Once again a great crowd is following Je-

sus.  They saw the signs he performed by healing the sick.  Jesus takes his disciples to a mountain side to take 

a break and the crowds find them.  Jesus looked up and saw the great crowd coming toward him.  This story is 

found in all the gospels.  In this account, Jesus asks Philip where they will find enough food to feed these peo-

ple.  A half year’s wages would not be enough!  Andrew finds the boy mentioned above with the warm pita 

bread and savory smoke fish.  Surely that will not be enough either!  The people sit; are fed; and there are 

twelve baskets of food leftover.  This is where I would add to the story above about the dangers of sharing 

your lunch.  The twelve baskets are sent home with the boy to share with his neighbors.   

 

There are several different perspectives in this passage.  The crowds see Jesus as a miracle worker.  Jesus sees 

the crowd hungry.  The disciples see too many people to be fed.  At the end of the story, the crowds see Jesus 

as a prophet/king.  What we see leads to interpretations and conclusions.   

 

Many of us are problem-solvers.  We see a problem and we fix it.  Most of us have learned to fix our problems 

with our resources, energy, and creativity.  Jonathan and I have been making a designer dog crate that also 

serves as a piece of furniture.  We are finally getting close after five months of working on Fridays.  I will not 

tell you how many mistakes we have made along the way.  There have been many.  Most of those miss-

measurements or nail gun mistakes could be repaired.  I knew how to fix it.  When it’s wood, one can add 

more wood, putty or chalk, sand and paint to repair or at least hide the mistakes.   

  

So much of life is lived within our comfort zones, where we can understand and fix things.  We like our inde-

pendence and the security it brings.  We are presently living in a time when none of us can fix the problem.  

The experts are working at many different levels but there is no quick, easy solution.  Where do you see Jesus?  

This Jesus is present through the Holy Spirit in the unfixable things of life.  Right in the middle!  He embraces 

hungry, hurting, broken people with love and grace.   



***********************************************************************************************************  

MISSION OF THE MONTH: CLOTHING DRIVE FOR COMMUNITY CHILDCARE CENTER 

 

We will be collecting gently worn WOMEN’S work casual clothing for  the staff and mothers at the Com-

munity Childcare Center during April.  Work casual items include slacks, blouses or other nice tops, and casu-

al dresses and skirts.  The Community Childcare Center is non-profit organization that provides affordable 

childcare using a sliding scale payment structure based on family income.   Both the staff of the center and the 

mothers whose children attend the center will benefit from your donations.  Any extra items will be donated to 

the Samaritan Center.  

Towel Drive was a HUGE Success! 

 

Russ Arnold from Shower the People 

was overwhelmed by your wonderful 

response to our request for towels!  

We collected 155 bath towels along 

with many wash clothes and hand 

towels plus a few toiletry items.  Our 

children and youth met on Ash 

Wednesday for fellowship, a meal, 

and a tie-dyeing extravaganza!  The 

towels were blessed and presented to 

Shower the People along with a 

check for $500 during the worship 

service on March 8th.    Thank you 

for your continued support of mis-

sions in our community! 

(Continued from front page) 

 

In his book, Walking with God through Pain and Suffering, Timothy Keller tells about a man who seemed 

about to lose both his career and family.  He told Keller, “I always knew, in principle, that, ‘Jesus is all you 

need’ to get through.  But you don’t really know Jesus is all you need until Jesus is all you have.” 

 

What do you see?  Where do you see Jesus?  I encourage you to balance your intake of media information.  It 

can be overwhelming and frustrating.  Pray more.  Read scripture more.  Take more walks thinking of God’s 

goodness and power.  Even in social distancing, call, email, or text church members, friends, and neighbors.  

We all have “assigned pews.”  Call and check in with those who sit in front and behind you in worship.  Send 

your love.  You will see Jesus Christ in the middle of the crisis. 

 

Finally, a prayer from the Wired Word resource.  Strengthen, O Lord, all who are on the medical front lines 

against the coronavirus.  Enable those in authority to make good and timely decisions about matters related to 

the virus.  Help us all to do what we can to slow the spread of the disease.  Empower the church to “be the 

church” in creative, calm, compassionate ways.  And bring this pandemic to a swift end so that lives are 

spared.  We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.    

 

Love and Prayers, 

***********************************************************************************************************  



***********************************************************************************************************  

ADULT FELLOWSHIP 

SPRING GATHERING 

A Prayer for the Difficult Times 
 

Worry is a normal and natural part of life.  To worry is human. We worry about job security and unexpected 

expenses.  We feel threatened by natural disasters and by the actions of unrestrained sin unleashed in the 

world.   But dwarfing all of those worries would be the sort of raging panic that can transform any of us into 

creatures focused only on self and our limitations.   

 

Worry can distract and paralyze us and even tempt us into a sinful denial of God’s presence and grace in our 

lives. Jesus encourages us not to worry about that which we cannot control.  He says we should worry, instead, 

about the priorities of our heart.  When God is firmly established at the center of our focus and desires, worry 

loses its grip on our lives.  And the prophet Isaiah tells us that God “will keep in perfect peace all who trust in 

Him, whose thoughts are fixed on Him!  He says, “Trust in the Lord always. For the Lord God is the eternal 

Rock.”  Trusting in God brings peace. 

 

 

 

Father, I come to You broken by fear and burdened by worry. Fear and worry threaten to close a door be-
tween You and me.  I pray that through Your strength I will be empowered to open that door. I offer my 
heartfelt prayer of confession acknowledging the ways in which I have failed to cherish Your tender care 
and the times when I have willfully disregarded Your claim upon my life.  Forgive me, Father, and restore 
me to a wholeness with You so that my life may be used in doing Your Will and glorifying Your name.  

 
Loving Father, let me remember Your promises to hear my prayers and to walk beside me forever; let me 
remember Your faithfulness in sustaining me through other times of trial and anxiety; and let me remem-
ber Your love for me.  I trust in Your promises and I trust You to answer according to Your Divine Wis-
dom and Will. Renew in me the confidence that through trust in You I will find that in all things You will 
work for good.  

 
In these turbulent and uncertain times, help me to remember that all was in chaos until You raised Your 
sovereign hands and created an order and a plan.  Remind me daily that the order and the plan were of 
Your design and Your creation is under Your protection and authority.  In the midst of economic uncer-
tainty, political disputes, and the brutality we inflict upon each other and Your creation, help me to place 
my confidence and hope in the steadfastness of Your Presence and the certainty that this world and every-
thing in it belongs to You.    

 
Father, use me for Your purposes;  keep me in Your care; bless me with Your mercy.  I pray in the sacred 
name of my Lord and Savior.  AMEN 

Martin Luther 
Martin Luther is an early church father.  He was one of the leaders of 
the Protestant Reformation.  His story begins with being ordained to 
the priesthood in 1507.  He struggled with the Catholic Church’s 
teaching.  In studying the scriptures in the original languages he iden-
tified discrepancies with the church’s teachings.  They came up short 
on their view of grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ.  He came up 
with 95 different discrepancies that became known as the 95 Thesis. 
He was asked to withdraw his complaints or be excommunicated.  He 
was excommunicated in 1521 at the Diet of Worms.   He taught that 
salvation was not earned but received as a free gift from God through 
Jesus Christ.  He was quoted as saying, “Live with lively, reckless 
confidence in grace of God.” 



We recently asked our Session Members this question.

When you were in elementary school, what did you want to be when you grew up?

1. A lawyer for the A.C.L.U. 

2. I loved school so I wanted to be a teacher.  Actually, it was the only exposure I had to a profession. 

3. Teacher 

4. A Formula One racecar driver!  I still want to be one when I grow up. 

5. Missionary Nurse 

6. Archaeologist 

June Still 

Clerk of Session 

David Abbott 

Property 

Kelly Horton 

Cong. Care 

Ched Yearout 

Property 

Eva Dye 

Missions 

Kathy Ebbert 

Discipleship & Education 



   

We recently asked our Session Members this question. 

When you were in elementary school, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

7.   Teacher 

8. A fireman because my father was a fireman. 

9. A music/piano teacher  

10. Saddle maker  

11. A marine 

12. Major league baseball player 

Evelyn Kemp 

Missions 

Janna Willis 

Worship 

J. T. Thompson 

Membership 

Brenda Hubbell 

Cong. Care 

Jim Perry 

Membership 

Richard Roche 

Worship 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 4 

   7:00 am Men’s  
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercolor 
Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School     
Program 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

   

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship-
Communion 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

Palm Sunday 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

10:30 am Women’s 
Book Group 

11:00 am Blood 
Drive—MH 

6:00 pm Missions 
Meeting 

 

11:00 am Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s  
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercolor 
Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School      
Program 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Budget & 
Finance Meeting 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm 
Maundy 
Thursday  
Service 

Good Friday – 
Floral Cross 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

7:00 am Room in the 
Inn 

8:30 am Early Service - 
Easter 

9:30 am Brunch/Egg 
Hunt 

11:00 am Late Service 
– Easter 

One Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

11:00 am Blood 
Drive—MH 

6:30 pm Book 
Club 

7:00 pm Gifts & 
Giving Committee 

 

10:30 am Women’s 
Bible Study 

5:30 pm Life Issues 
Support Group 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s  
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercolor 
Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School     
Program 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

Window Deadline 

   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

11:00 am Blood 
Drive—MH 

1:00 pm Sew Many 
Blessings 

6:00 pm Member-
ship Meeting 

7:00 pm Session 

10:30 am Sunshine 
Ministry 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s  
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercolor 
Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School     
Program 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

   

26 27 28 29 30     

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

11:00 am Blood 
Drive—MH 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s  
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercolor 
Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School     
Program 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

  NA Meetings 

Mondays  

7:00 pm 

Wednesdays 

7:00 pm 

Fridays 7:30 
pm 

  

Friends, the April calendar is tentative.  We are follow-
ing the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
recommendations for in-person gatherings.  There will 
continue to be weekly information emails.  Also, watch 
for the informational email  linking you to our live wor-
ship service.  



SERMON SCHEDULE 

April 5 – Reflection on Jesus’ walk into Jerusalem, Last Supper, his arrest and crucifixion  

April 12 – John 20:1-18, What do you do when Jesus does not stay where you put him?   

April 19 – John 20:19-31, Walking in fearful times 

April 26 – Luke 24:13-35, Walking with grief 

Answers on how well you know your Session?  1. Kelly Hor ton / 2. Kathy Ebber t / 3. June Still / 4.  J .T. 

Thompson / 5. Evelyn Kemp / 6. Eva Dye / 7. Brenda Hubbell / 8. Jim Perry / 9. Janna Willis / 10. Ched 

Yearout / 11. Richard Roche / 12. David Abbott 

Thank you for all your prayers, visits, cards, calls and shared meals.  I’ve wanted to write this 

note for a long time and finally feel like things and my health are slowly improving.  I am so 

blessed to be part of the First Presbyterian family.  Your prayers have been a major part of 

my daily life and that of my family. God Bless You! - Mary Lou Settle 

Hello FPC!  The Membership Committee would like to share with 

you some of the things that we are presently working on in our com-

mittee.  JT Thompson and Jim Perry are the Elder liaisons and we are 

excited about the many opportunities we have to serve the congrega-

tion this year! 
 

We are happy to report that our push to connect with our inactive membership has been successful, and we 

are excited that this effort resulted in us getting to positively re-engage with many members.  This effort is-

n’t ever officially “over”, but from this formal initiative, we now believe that we have a much better connec-

tion with and awareness of these members than we did at the outset.    
 

We continue to welcome a steady stream of new members, and we will continue to ensure that these new 

members are paired with existing members as part of our shepherding program, to make sure that they are 

properly embraced, have all questions about their new church home answered, and are aware of all the op-

portunities to serve God that we have available.  Additionally, Debra O’Brock has been amazing about con-

necting with our visitors and ensuring they feel welcomed at FPC.  Her friendliness and hospitality have 

been a true blessing to the committee. 
 

A carry-over effort from 2019 involves updating and modernizing our church communication methodology 

via an electronic “relationship management” system.  In a nutshell, this enables Linda and all of the various 

group/committee/ministry leaders to know exactly who should be receiving specific niche communications 

involving these groups, the best way to communicate with each of you, and your up-to-date contact infor-

mation. 
 

The church Emergency Response Team has been moved under the umbrella of the Membership Committee, 

in order to find a “landing spot” for what will be a permanent sub-committee.  Great strides have been made 

over the past 18 months in the area of church security, with the latest update being external security cameras 

around the perimeter of the church which will be monitored during services, and should be installed around 

the time you are reading this.  Some additional items to come from this team in the near future are a custom-

ized procedural manual which will serve to train team members and interested congregants in how to handle 

any unforeseen security, medical, or weather events.  As this transition happens, we would be remiss to not 

sincerely thank June Still for her excellent leadership with this team. 
 

Lastly, our committee is always looking for volunteers, and if any of the above sounds like something you 

may enjoy being a part of, please let JT or Jim know!  We can definitely use your talents and gifts! 

 

***********************************************************************************************************  

***********************************************************************************************************  



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

    4  - Abigail Anderson Lucier 

    8  -  Mia Hales 

    9  - Paulette Farnham 

 Lance Dary 

  14  - Cathy Young 

  18  - Patti Williams Hossman 

  21  - Charles Batey 

 Dick Brooks 

  23  - Lee Carrier 

  25  - Linda Agee 

  27  - Alida Williams 

  30  - Sheryl Trickel 

February 2020 
 

Revenue    $ 41,973.93 
Expenses   $ 51,535.33 
Shortfall    $ - 9,561.40 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER EVENT 

Saturday, June 20, 2020! 


