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Dear Friends,
The disciples watched Jesus pray. On two occasions in Mark, Jesus goes off
by himself to pray. “In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and
went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed” (1:35). Jesus sent his disciples across the lake in a boat. “After saying farewell to them, he went up on
the mountain to pray” (6:46). He prayed at his baptism (Luke 3:21). There
were times he prayed with the disciples (Luke 9:28).
It is not surprising that his disciples requested praying lessons. “He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to
him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples’” (Luke 11:1). Jesus
said pray like this and gave them, and us, the Lord’s Prayer. Our Father, who
art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Each week in worship we are focusing on one phrase of the Lord’s Prayer to explain the meaning of this 2,000
-year-old prayer. I mentioned in the children’s message when we began this series the Lord’s Prayer provides
the ingredients for all prayer. It is the recipe for prayer. This is the way Jesus prayed.
In his book, The Lord and His Prayer, N.T. Wright suggests dividing up the prayer for each day of the week.
Sunday: Our Father. Monday: Hallowed be thy Name. Tuesday: Thy Kingdom Come. Wednesday: Give us
this day. Thursday: Forgive us our Trespasses. Friday: Deliver us from evil. Saturday: The Kingdom, the
Power, and the Glory. It is your prayer theme for the day wherever you go and whoever you meet. “The
‘prayer of the day’ then becomes the lens through which you see the world.”
One pastor tells this story about the closeness of God in prayer. Once a woman asked me to come and pray
with her father, who was dying of cancer. When I arrived, I found the man lying in bed with his head propped
up on two pillows and an empty chair beside his bed. I assumed the old fellow had been informed of my visit.
“I guess you were expecting me,” I said. “No, who are you?” “I’m the new associate at your parish,” I replied. “When I saw the empty chair, I figured you knew I was going to show up.” “Oh, yeah the chair,” said
the bed-ridden man.
“Would you mind closing the door?” “I’ve never told anyone this, not even my daughter,” said the man, “but
all my life I never knew how to pray. At the Sunday Mass I used to hear the pastor talk about prayer, but it
always went right over my head. I abandoned any attempt at prayer,” he continued, “until one day about four
years ago my best friend said to me. ‘Joe, prayer is just a simple matter of having conversation with Jesus.
Here’s what I suggest. Sit down on a chair, place an empty chair in front of you, and in faith see Jesus on the
chair. It’s not spooky because He promised, “I’ll be with you all days.” Then just speak to Him and listen in
the same way you’re doing with me right now.’
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“So, Padre, I tried it, and I like it so much that I do it a couple of hours every day. I’m careful though. If my
daughter saw me talking to an empty chair, she’d send me off to the funny farm.” I was deeply moved by the
story and encouraged the old guy to continue on the journey. Then I prayed with him, anointed him with oil,
and returned to the rectory. Two nights later the daughter called to tell me that her daddy died that afternoon.
“Did he seem to die in peace?” I asked. “Yes, but there was something strange. In fact, beyond strange— kinda weird. Apparently just before Daddy died, he leaned over and rested his head on a chair beside his bed.”
As we use the Lord’s Prayer, may we lean closer to Jesus Christ.
Love and Prayers,
****************************************************************************************

First & Third Sundays of each month
immediately following worship!
Please Join Us for
Food, Fun, & Fellowship
These kids are serious about their four-square game!

Nothing like a competitive game of Ping Pong with Pastor Michael!

“If someone prays for patience, you think God gives them patience? Or does
he give them the opportunity to be patient? If he prayed for courage, does
God give him courage, or does he give him opportunities to be courageous?
If someone prayed for the family to be closer, do you think God zaps them
with warm fuzzy feelings, or does he give them opportunities to love each
other?” - Morgan Freeman, playing God in Bruce A lmighty
I had a friend tell me once, “don’t pray for patience because God will give
you some opportunities to practice patience.” The Apostle Paul offers clear
instructions on how to pray. It involves discipline and practice. “Do not be
anxious for anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6).
After proper supplication, which is praying for others, and some healthy
thanksgiving, our prayers are focused more on what God wants and less on
what we want.
****************************************************************************************
Daily Bible Reading
In 2022, the daily Bible reading schedule will take you on a journey between the Old and New Testament
books. There will be three or four chapters a day. Each month consists of 25 readings. You will have several
days each month (during and at the end of the month) to reflect on your favorite selections or catchup on
missed readings.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS—SEPTEMBER
September 1 1 Timothy 1-3; Psalm 119:49-64
September 2 1 Timothy 4-6; Psalm 119:65-80
September 3 Reflection
September 4
September 5
September 6
September 7
September 8
September 9
September 10

Esther 1-3; Psalm 119: 81-96
Esther 4-7; Psalm 119: 97-112
Esther 8-10; Psalm 119: 113-128
2 Timothy; Psalm 119:129-144
Job 1-3: Psalm 119:145-160
Job 4-6; Psalm 119:161-176
Reflection

September 11
September 12
September 13
September 14
September 15
September 16
September 17

Job 7-9; Psalm 120
Job 10-12: Psalm 121
Job 13-15; Psalm 122
Job 16-18; Isaiah 1
Job 19-21; Isaiah 2
Job 22-24; Isaiah 3
Reflection

September 18
September 19
September 20
September 21
September 22
September 23
September 24

Job 25-27; Isaiah 4
Job 28-30; Isaiah 5
Job 31-33; Isaiah 6
Job 34-36; Isaiah 7
Job 37-39; Isaiah 8
Job 40-42; Isaiah 9
Reflection

September 25
September 26
September 27
September 28
September 29
September 30

Titus; Isaiah 10
Jeremiah 1-3; Isaiah 11
Jeremiah 4-6; Isaiah 12
Jeremiah 7-9; Isaiah 13
Jeremiah 10-12; Isaiah 14
Reflection

Where: Fir st Pr esbyter ian Chur ch
When: Fr iday, September 30th
1:00—6:00 p.m.
Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS
or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter:
HendersonvilleCM
to schedule an appointment
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We recently asked our Session Members to share an interestin

1. I turned down a first date with my future husband because I want
2. I have fifteen grandkids.

3. When the music is playing, I know all the words to the song Bohe

4. I was in the marching band in high school. Eventually, I played f
5. I went to Girl Scouts and had a large group through high school.
6. I grew up in Pennsylvania on a dairy farm.
7. I lettered in synchronized swimming in high school.
8. I’ve been fired from three different jobs.

9. I crashed a bicycle through a plate glass store window when I wa

10. My ancestor was one of the first settlers of Nashville and is know

11. I drove on English Ford like the one in “Harry Potter” when in co

12. I am a three time champion of the Greater Nashville Darting Asso

Betty Ingram

Jim Perry

Missie Colson

Paul Decker

ng fact about themselves that most people would not know ...

ted to go to a physics lab (I went on another date!).

emian Rhapsody.

four different types of clarinets.
We still enjoy our reunions. We had lots of adventures together.

as 12 years old.

wn as “Nashville’s first citizen”.

ollege. The only difference was it did not fly in the sky.

ociation.

Brenda Hubbell

Stan Campbell

Discipleship and Education: Our Mission
We on the Discipleship and Education Committee want to ensure that
everyone who attends First Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville and
wants to grow spiritually finds a meaningful way to do so. We believe
that if we, as a church, want to effectively go into the world to serve
Christ through service to others, we first need to attend to our individual
spiritual preparation.
We’ve recently been trying to gear up again after our lengthy COVID-imposed shutdown. We moved back to
in-person Sunday school classes and Bible studies, but only a small percentage of our members and attendees
are currently involved. We’d really like to hear what we might do to provide programs and materials that inspire more people to participate and contribute.
Here’s what we currently offer:
NURSERY CARE (Weekly, Sundays during Sunday school and church service)
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (Weekly, Sundays during the worship service)
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Weekly, Sundays 9 a.m.)
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY (Monthly, Second Tuesdays, 10 a.m.)
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY (Weekly, Wednesdays 8 a.m.)

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY (Weekly, Thursdays, 11 a.m.)
YOUTH GROUP (First and Third Sundays, 11 a.m.)
Soon we will be offering a four-week series for senior adults to address making the most of life as we age, including both inspirational challenges and practical preparation (planning a funeral, communicating with family, preparing a will, etc.). And if existing programs aren’t challenging enough, we can initiate another Disciple
class. Ask those who’ve done it before: it’s a rewarding but rather intensively paced study.
We offer Sunday school for all ages, but so far only the adults have responded. We have teachers at the ready
who would like nothing better than see our hallways and classrooms filled with preschoolers, elementary students, middle schoolers, high schoolers, and young adults. As soon as anyone expresses an interest, we’re
ready to spring into action.
By the time you’re reading this, you should have seen a survey to let you express your preferences for topics,
formats, times, potential new programs, and such. But if you missed it, we’re still eager to hear from you.
Please go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PXGYBCJ or feel free to contact anyone on our committee
with questions or suggestions: Kathy Ebbert, Morgan Linn, Tonya Elkins, Karen Baylor, Jean Getter, or Stan
Campbell.
“Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips;
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.

Then you will be prosperous and successful.”
(Joshua 1:8)

SERMON SCHEDULE –
September 4 – Your will be done on earth as in heaven (communion)
September 11 – Give us this day our daily bread
September 18 – Forgive us our sins
September 25 – As we forgive those who sin against us (church picnic)
SESSION ACTION
 Prayed for congregation
 Affirmed our faith using the session statement of faith
 Approved minutes from June 20
 Approved ministry unit reports
 Heard reports from Congregational Care
 Heard pastor’s report
 Discussed the possibility of hiring a Hendersonville police officer for
Sunday mornings.
 It was tabled till next meeting to give the elders some discernment
time

JULY 2022
Revenue $ 166,458.49
Expenses $ 190,724.73
Shortfall $ -24,266.24

****************************************************************************************

Mark your Calender for the All Church Worship
and Picnic on September 25, 2022!
We will
again be gathering at Sanders Ferry Park to enjoy
the beautiful lakeside experience. Fried chicken
and baked beans will be provided for lunch. Sides
and desserts will be assigned alphabetically with
specifics coming later. The choir will be leading
our music and activities will follow lunch. Plan to
come and enjoy the fellowship!

Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study
Be sure to mark your calendar! We will begin a new
Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study on Tuesday,
September 13 at 10:00 a.m. at the church. We will
be studying W hat My Grandmothers Taught Me:
Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy
of Jesus by Merryl Blair. This group meets the second Tuesday of each month and would love to have
you join them. If you have any questions, please
contact Linda Ballenger at 615-406-8797 or
lballe70@comcast.net.

Did you figure out who our session members were? 1. Eva Dye 2. J ohn Martin
3. Ian Pettit 4. Betty Ingram 5. Brenda Hubbell 6. Missie Colson 7. Jean Getter
8. Stan Campbell 9. Jim Perry 10. Steve Martin 11. Paul Decker 12. Joseph
Ottevaere
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Linda Agee, Church Administrator
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The church office will be
closed on Monday, September
5th in observance of Labor
Day.

3 - Susan Garrett
Jerry Klym
5 - Nita Anderson
Paul Decker
9 - Alex Masters
Janna Willis
10 - Gloria Wales
Wayne Huddleston
15 - Sharon Bodkin
16 - Allison Williams
17 - Sandy Keene
Laurie Dishman
Marikay Burke
18 - Jennifer Frazier
Mary Leah Venable
20 - Ben Batey
Sherry Tarbutton
23 - Evelyn Kemp
24 - Jo McCrary
25 - Carter Wells
26 - Earl Linn
27 - Stan Campbell
Sandy Scott
29 - Barry Ingram

