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Dear Friends,  
 
 

A little boy in a mid-western town was born blind.  His family was poor and could barely 
pay the medical costs.  The community doctor told them that there was a surgeon at Massa-
chusetts General Hospital who specialized in eye surgery.   Their church raised enough mon-
ey to send the family to Boston.  As they packed, the little boy insisted on taking his tattered 
teddy bear which had an ear chewed off, was missing an eye, and had seams splitting. His 
mother said, “why don’t you leave that at home.” When we get back maybe we can buy you 
a new teddy bear.” But he said, “No, I need it.” 
 

 

So off to Boston they went with the little teddy bear never leaving his side. The surgeon allowed the boy to 
keep the teddy bear with him throughout the multiple examinations necessary prior to surgery, and he even 
took the teddy bear, in appropriate garments, into the operating room. And through his many weeks of conva-
lescence he hugged that teddy bear. Finally, the day came for the doctor to remove the bandages. The nurses 
and interns stood with the parents as the surgeon slowly unwound the gauze from the boy’s eyes.  
 
 

The little boy could see! For the first time in his life he saw his mother, father, and the people who had cared 
for him. For the first time in his life he saw his teddy bear. It was a joyous celebration!  When it came time for 
the boy to leave the hospital, his surgeon came into the room to say his good-byes.  The little boy turned to him 
and, holding out his teddy bear, said, “Here, doctor, I want to pay you for helping me.”  The surgeon took the 
teddy bear and thanked the boy.  For a long time after, on the tenth floor of the White Building of Massachu-
setts General Hospital, there was a teddy bear, bursting at the seams with a chewed off ear and one eye. And 
there was a sign under it written in the hand of the surgeon. “This is the highest fee I have ever received for 
professional services rendered.” 
 
 

How is your gratitude?  Gratitude is defined as giving thanks.  For what are you thankful?  There is a whole 
science on gratitude.  Robert Emmons, professor of psychology at University of California, is the world’s sci-
entific expert on gratitude.  He claims there are two components to gratitude – affirmation of goodness in one’s 
life and recognizing the source of this goodness is outside ourselves.   
 
 

The source of our goodness is God.  The blessings of God are countless and underserving.  It seems pretty 
straight forward.  The more we recognize God’s good gifts in our lives, the more active and deep is our grati-
tude.  In his book, Grace is Greater, Kyle Idleman talks about steps of forgiveness.  One of the steps is stop 
thinking about what has been done to you and start thinking about what has been done for you.  What has God 
done for you?   
 
 

Robert Emmons claims that gratitude allows us to celebrate life, blocks toxic emotions like envy and resent-
ment, helps us handle stress, and builds up our self-worth.  Furthermore, our gratitude is a blessing to those 
around us.  People are drawn to the attitude of gratitude.  Presbyterian pastor Dr. Todd Jones once explained 
the benefits of gratitude in a newsletter article.  “Gratitude turns what we have into enough, and then into even 
more.  Gratitude turns a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a marriage into an intimate friendship and life 
into an adventure.”  We are told to be thankful in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18).   God offers us a 
life of gratitude in the saving love of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Love and Prayers, 



 

***********************************************************************************************************

FPC Missions has completed a fifth year of After School Tutoring (AST).  This worthy 
program couldn’t happen without the faithful volunteers—Karen Baylor, Kathy Camp-
bell, Betty Ingram, Nancy Hunt, Jean & Ellen Getter, Brenda & George Heinrich and 
Mitzi & Gary Head.  We also owe a debt of gratitude to four Hendersonville High School 
National Honor Society students who contributed much to this program. 
 

The mission of this program is to mentor and tutor students grades Pre-K to 6th grade from the Sudanese 
Community in reading and math skills each Wednesday evening from 5 to 6 p.m.  Volunteers are divided into 
two teams and alternate Wednesdays each week September through April excluding holiday breaks.  An aver-
age of ten students attended each week.  We enlist online resources for “Common Core” worksheets to aid in 
weekly lessons.  This mission is blessed to have the professionalism of volunteers who are skilled at teaching 
K and Pre-K as well as elementary grade students.  Anyone wishing to participate in this worthy mission is 
welcome.  Please feel welcome to let your interest be known to any of us. 

 

Rise Against Hunger:  Mark your  calendars for  our  Rise Against Hunger  event on Saturday morning, 
June 29th.   Rise Against Hunger is an international hunger relief organization that provides meals to the most 
vulnerable in our world.  We will be hosting the event here at church and need 40 volunteers to pack 10,000 
meals.  Amazingly, it only takes a couple of hours to pack 10,000 meals!  This is a family friendly, high-
energy event that is a lot of FUN! 
 
Below are the needs to make this event a success! 

7:30 - 9:00 am:  5 – 7 volunteers to help unload supplies and set up 

9:00 – 11:00 am:  25 – 30 volunteers to pack meals 

11:00 – 12:00 pm:  5- 7 volunteers to clean up 

Fundraising Goal:  $ 1,500 to pay for our 10,000 meals.  We have currently raised $ 755. 

Please contact Billy or Eva Dye (billy.dye@me.com) if you want to volunteer!  Donations can be sent to the 
church office.  Be sure to note Rise Against Hunger in the memo line. 

***********************************************************************************************************

Video Programs Available:  Over  the past several years, our  Adult Chr istian Educa-
tion Program has presented many video-based studies – some based on Biblical topics and 
some on issues of how we can connect lessons from Scripture to the dilemmas and deci-
sions we confront each day.  Most have included additional supplemental print material.  
Presenters include Andy Stanley, John Ortberg, Adam Hamilton, Ray Vander Laan and 
many others. 
 

All these studies are now available for members of the congregation to borrow for use with a small study 
group or family.  They are stored in the second floor Resource Room in the back hallway of the church.  Feel 
free to stop by the Resource Room and look through them, borrow them for a while and then please return 
them to the Resource room. 

Dear Members of First Presbyterian Church, 

 

Thank you for your generosity!  With your help the 
Webelos Scouts of Pack 407 collected over 160 
eyeglasses!  The boys helped sort the glasses by 
prescription and ready the glasses for the trip to 

Guatemala.  Many people were given the gift of sight! Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, Carrie Batey and Luke Batey 

 

***********************************************************************************************************

mailto:billy.dye@me.com


 Why First Presbyterian? 
 

How did it happen that my husband Bob and I joined First Presbyterian – a church 
we’d visited when we first moved to Hendersonville about fourteen years ago?  Each 
time I squinted throughout the service. The bright light from the tall plain-glass win-
dows glared down at me. I shielded my blue-eyed light sensitive eyes with my sun-
glasses and my hand. We don’t recall meeting anyone.   
 

 

We ended up in First United Methodist and then followed Dr. Michael Williams to 
West End Methodist in Nashville. The untimely death of my storytelling minister Dr. 
Michael Williams and our awareness that we were not active in a church which re-
quired a drive to Nashville, we decided it was time to find a Hendersonville church. 
 

 

Back to First Presbyterian Church we came.  With my sunglasses in hand, we walked up the sidewalk. There a 
husky friendly man greeted us with a smile and asked our names. We seated ourselves in the back, as far from 
the windows as I could position myself. There was a new minister. His involvement of youth in the service 
was impressive.   
 
 

Bob has back pain. He placed his hand in a fist behind his back. From seemingly nowhere a woman with a 
bright smile appeared with pillow placing it behind his back. After the service, someone invited us to join in 
the luncheon. We figured, why not?   
 
 

At a table, I dared to tell a woman seated next to me that I was surprised by the friendliness. She was stunned. 
I told her that a woman told me she and her husband attended a service and, without an invitation, decided to 
join in the luncheon to meet people. She said, “No one spoke to us. We got up and left.” 
 
 

The woman had a shocked expression. She immediately got up and went to inform the minister, Rev. Michael 
Davis, that there were guests at her table. He came and welcomed us. The next week when we returned the big 
hunky guy greeted us calling our names. I thought Wow! In church I looked for this woman I sat with at lunch. 
I thought Oh, forget your eyes; get a seeing-eye dog. We sat close to her pew. She greeted me with a glad-to-
see you smile. 
 
 

We returned the next week. Bob, once a soloist in his church, loved the choir as did I. Everything seemed to 
flow together: the bell choir, the spiritually of the Praise Band honoring country music, the creativity of the 
choir director and organist, Dr. Anthony Williams, and the down-home feeling within the congregation all 
came together with the integration of youth in the service topped by the thought provoking message of the 
minister. I could hear the chorus of an old hymn calling today, calling today…come home, come home. 
 
 

The Marshalls joined the First Presbyterian Church because of a man affectionately known as “Big Al” Bal-
lenger, the pillow lady Betty Ingram, the luncheon welcome of Margaret Ewald, the musical programs, the in-
clusion of youth and the introspective non-judgmental sermons of Rev. Michael Davis. 
 
 

Why First Presbyterian Church?  Why not?  -  Jane Marshall 

***********************************************************************************************************

The Good News Is that we have ar r ived at a 
place where we now have 17 young people of 
high school and middle school age!  What a 
blessing!  The Discipleship and Christian Edu-
cation Ministry Unit has been discussing ideas 

that will help us to provide a stronger program for youth activities.  
We have developed a plan to employ two or three part time individ-
uals of college age as Youth Ministry Associate Leaders.  Working 
with our Ministry Unit, they will be responsible for planning and 
leading activities for our young people in grades 6-8 and 9-12.  
Within the next few weeks, we will begin actively searching for just 
the right people to fill these roles.  Should you have any questions 
about our plans, please do not hesitate to talk to Courtney Masters 
or Gloria Deaner. 

Lions and tigers 
and bears, Oh 
My!  How many 
animals are in the 
Bible? 25? 50? 
100?  Come and 
find out.  Pastor 
Michael will be 
leading a Sunday 

morning class for children and 
youth during the summer.  We will 
meet at 9:00 am in the youth room.  
I wonder if your favorite animal is 
in the Bible? 
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There are many ways to share your gratitude.  Church members joyfully participate 
in worship services, attend Sunday school classes or Connection Groups to grow in 
faith and share their lives, and they serve others less fortunate.  Our regular giving 
to the operating budget reflects our gratitude.   There are opportunities to leave a 
gracious legacy through the Pay It Forward program and several specific reserve 
accounts that give blessings to others.   
 
Many people give to the Memorial Fund memorializing a loved one.  This fund is 

used in a variety of ways but mostly to provide special items to enrich the worship.  This fund will help pay 
for part of the upcoming sanctuary renovations.  Another important fund is the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.  
This money is used for benevolent purposes within the church or community.  We have helped people with 
utility expenses, prescriptions, and other expenses.  This important fund assists people through a difficult time.  
Finally, the Student Ministry Fund is used to assist our youth in attending camps and retreats during the year.  
We typically use this fund to subsidize our youth attending NaCoMe summer camps or church camp and Mon-
treat Worship and Music Conference. 
 
These funds are separate from the annual church budget and carry over to the next year.  When you want to 
share your gratitude and thanksgiving in a financial way, these funds are a wonderful opportunity that will 
bring blessings to others.      

Sanctuary Renovations Underway           
 
To coincide with our 150th Anniversary Celebration, the Properties Committee mem-
bers will make improvements to our sanctuary. Some of the planned work has been 
completed. Earlier this year we installed new speakers to improve the sound delivery 
from the pulpit. The room acoustics make “excellent” sound a challenge, but most 
agree that a significant improvement was achieved. Additionally the pews have been 
repainted and structural repairs under the floor have been completed. 
 

Beginning Monday, June 3rd, we will begin additional work requiring the sanctuary to be closed for services 
for approximately four weeks.  During that period, services will be held in Martin Hall. 
 
The first phase of work will involve electrical contractors restoring and reworking all of the indirect valance 
lighting to LED, which will result in more uniform lighting and elimination of ongoing maintenance. The fol-
lowing week we will be refinishing the hardwood flooring, retaining much of the “character” of the original 
floor. The final step will be to replace the sanctuary carpeting (matching the existing color) and the Narthex 
flooring, as well, which will provide a more formal entrance and will not be subject to damage from moisture.  
 
We also plan to make landscaping improvements to the church cemetery grounds with an emphasis on beauty 
and low ongoing maintenance. The committee is working with Long Hollow Nursery on this project. 
 
The Properties Committee greatly appreciates the assistance and advice from Charles Batey.  His knowledge 
and experience have been invaluable. We too thank the members of First Presbyterian Church for your pa-
tience and your willingness to accommodate our being able to carry out this plan.   The committee consisting 
of David Abbott, Jim Perry, Cari Lou Westendorf, Barry Ingram and Ched Yearout is honored to be a part of 
this great milestone in our church history. 

***********************************************************************************************************

***********************************************************************************************************

There are many times in our lives, that we wish we could talk to someone about an issue or 
problem that is causing us stress/distress. The issue could be a major problem: marital, care-
giving, grief, work issues, children and/or health. The stressor could also be minor but still 
causing a great deal of stress/depression. The Life Issues Support Group resumed in Febru-
ary. This group is multi-dimensional, we talk about whatever issues are causing distress. 
Confidentiality is key to this group, so whatever is discussed will stay in that room. 

       
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, June 11th at 6:00 p.m. in the session room. If you have any questions, 
please call Paulette Farnham (615-426-2116) or Emily Wilke (615-264-2324).  Please join our group and let's 
talk about your life issues.  

 



Ellen Getter 
Merrol Hyde     

Magnet School Espoir Sibomana & Family 

Here is our graduation class from 
the Presbyterian Day School.  
They are off to the big leagues, 
kindergarten! 

CONFIRMATION CLASS:  Eight (count 'em: eight!) of our  young people recently completed an inten-
sive three-month confirmation training period. Don’t they look happy to be finished as they celebrate at their 
May 12 reception?  Congratulations to Avery and Luke Batey, Ariana Brew, Sasha Dishman, Joseph Dye, 
Brayden Elliott, Will Masters, and Morgan Thompson. Take a good look at their faces, and then when you see 
them again, feel free to ask them anything about biblical doctrine, theology, church history, or Presbyterian 
polity. They studied it all. Better yet, the next time you see them, just tell them you’re proud of them. 

***********************************************************************************************************

I am so grateful for the constant love and appreciation I receive from the 
church.  The graduate celebration was an absolute delight.  I appreciate 
Linda Ballenger putting it all together as well as all the gifts I received.—
Ellen Getter 

I want to thank First Presbyterian Church for 
the wonderful gifts and cards I received at the 
graduate reception!  I really appreciate it.  - 
Espoir Sibomana 

***********************************************************************************************************



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       1 

     

  

  

  9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

Michael-
Vacation 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

Michael-Vacation 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

10:00 am 
Women’s Book 
Group 

6:00 pm Mis-
sions Meeting 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Michael-
Vacation 

Renovations to 
begin in Sanc-
tuary 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehears-
al 

Michael-
Vacation 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercol-
or Class 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Michael-Vacation 

1:00 pm Blood 
Drive 

Michael-
Vacation 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Michael-Vacation 

9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

Michael-
Vacation 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

7:00 am Room in the Inn 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship-
Communion-MH 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

6:30 pm Book 
Club 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

6:00 pm Life 
Issues Support 
Group 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehears-
al 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercol-
or Class 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Budget & 
Finance Meeting 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship-Men’s 
Sunday-MH 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

6:00 pm Mem-
bership Meet-
ing 

6:00 pm Educa-
tion Meeting 

7:00 pm Ses-
sion Meeting 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehears-
al 

  

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercol-
or Class 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Window Deadline 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship-MH 

Congregational Meeting 

  

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

  7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercol-
or Class 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

  7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

9:00 am Rise 
Against Hunger 
Event 

30             

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship-MH 

            



SESSION ACTION 

 Approved minutes from April 15th and May 12th 
 Prayed for the congregation 
 Approved Ministry Unit reports 

 Included was Memorial funds for wheels for the piano ($700) and 
$16,300 for sanctuary renovations  

 Received pastor’s report 
 Called a Congregational Meeting for June 23rd to elect Al Ballenger, Ed 

Covington, and Bill Keene to the honorary status of Elder Emeritus 
 Approved baptism for Elliot Oliver Melby, child of Kate Melby, daughter 

of Charles and Mary Lou Batey 

SERMON SCHEDULE 

June 2 – Guest preacher, John Westdendorf 
June 9 – Our spiritual adoptions, Romans 8:14-17 (Communion) 
June 16 – Fruitful lives, Galatians 5:13-15 (Father’s Day – Men’s Sunday, Bells) 
June 23 – Fearful lives, 1 Kings 19:1-15 
June 30 – Prayerful lives, Luke 11:1-13 (Youth Liturgy) 

Thru April 2019 
 

Revenue    $   91,975.22 
Expenses   $ 115,983.13 
Shortfall    $  -24,007.91 

***********************************************************************************************************
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Special Music Needs:  During the month of July, our  ensembles (Adult Choir , 
Handbell Choir, Praise Band) take time off for some much-needed rest.  We need 
people to help provide music for the following Sundays in July (7, 14, 21, 28).  Not 
only do we need Special Music, but, if you wish, you can play the prelude, offertory 
or postlude as well.  So if you play an instrument or sing, we need your help.  If you 
are interested, please e-mail Tony Williams at tony@hendersonvillefpc.org or con-
tact Linda Agee in the church office.  

You are invited to Vacation Bible School! 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
 

         July 8-12, 2019 
 

        9:00 – 11:30 am 
 
                                         Ages:  3 years to rising 6th graders 

 
Our theme is God is . . .  featuring stories of David. Elementary age children will choose from one of three 
tracks for the week (art, cooking, or missions), and preschool friends have a special track just for them!  Come 
join us for a morning filled with games, music, worship, snacks, and . . . FUN! 

Register by completing a paper registration form, online at www.hendersonvillefpc.org           or 
scanning the QR code! 

Questions?  Contact Eva Dye at 615-559-3860 or evadye@yahoo.com 

***********************************************************************************************************

*************************

On special occasions, a church can show affection and gratitude to 
elders by honoring them as elder emeritus.  The Session has called 
a Congregational Meeting for June 23rd after worship to elect Bill 
Keene, Al Ballenger and Ed Covington to the honorary status of 
Elder Emeritus.  They will join Powell Stamper who was elected 
several years ago. 

***********************************************************************************************************
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First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

   2  - Brayden Elliott 

   3  - Kelly Estepp 

   4  - Andy Roche 

   7  - Amy Bish 

   9  - Presley Settle 

 10  - Jim Perry 

 12  - Jesse Conner 

 18  - Grant Horton 

 19  - Wava Huddleston 

 Lois Foxall 

 Mary Perry 

 21  - Melinda Elliott 

 22  - Lucy Hardin 

 23  - Kathy Ebbert 

 25  - Reggie Craig 

 26  - Mike Estepp 

 28  - Lyndsey Holdren 

 Chad Young 

Blood Drive:  First Presbyter ian Church will be 
hosting a Hendersonville Community Blood Drive 
in Martin Hall on Thursday, June 6th from 1:00 – 
6:00 p.m.  Please call 1-800-733-2767 or visit Red-
CrossBlood.org and enter HendersonvilleCM to 
schedule an appointment. 


