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Dear Friends, 
 
Knock, knock?  Who’s there?  I am sure you remember knock, knock jokes although 
they are not very popular these days, probably because most of them are very corny!  
Our church building has many doors to knock on.  How many entrance doors do we 
have?  Any guesses?  The Cambridge United Presbyterian Church in Cambridge, New 
York has four sanctuary doors none of which worked properly.  There are 35 people 
who worship on Sundays in a sanctuary designed to hold 450.  A shifting foundation 
and other structural problems caused all four doors to malfunction.  Every door failed to 
do what it was designed to do.  In the interest of redeveloping and renewing the church, 
the congregation focused on the metaphor of opening their doors.  There were sermons, 
Sunday school lessons, and articles written on opening doors.  The pastor even put a 
door knob on her desk as a reminder.  

 
This Cambridge church created new energy and vision around hospitality, opening its doors.  They first re-
paired the sanctuary doors so they worked properly and then welcomed new ministries into their building 
which included children’s programs and a food pantry.  They continue to open their doors with the vision of 
being a place of hospitality by partnering with community agencies that share their space. 
 
Knock, knock?  Who’s there?  Fortunately, our sanctuary doors work well and thanks to Chuck, our mainte-
nance man, and some church members, the beautiful doors are refurbished regularly.  These doors reflect the 
beauty of craftsmanship and history of our church opening our doors to the community for 150 years.  There 
have been many people who have walked on those original steps, through those mahogany doors, and into the 
sanctuary.  Thousands of people have entered through the doors to find healing and help, strength and cour-
age, hope and direction.  Some people have found a home with us, participating in the ministry.  Others move 
on to another place to find their calling in ministry.  No matter how long people are with us, they find the hos-
pitality of Jesus Christ in the ways we welcome and accept others.     
 
Our church was chartered on October 9, 1869. This year marks our 150th anniversary.  We will be celebrating 
throughout the year and every Sunday in October.  There will be history trivia, special meals, cemetery tours, 
and special recognitions all to the glory of God.  I am excited about inviting past preachers to participate in 
our October celebrations.   
 
Knock, knock?  Who’s there?  If our doors could talk, they would tell a wonderful story of a resilient church 
who provided a place for people of this city and county to worship and grow through the years.  This will be a 
year of looking back to acknowledge our history serving God, affirming our present missions and ministry, 
and dreaming about what God may have planned for us in the future.   
 
Knock, knock?  Who’s there?  According to scripture, Jesus is there.  If we hear his voice and open the door, 
he will enter and fellowship with us (Revelation 3:20).  May we open the door to welcome Christ in and em-
brace new directions of ministry.  By the way we have eight exterior doors. 
 
Love and Prayers, 



Our February Mission of the Month is Sumner County CASA. CASA 
stands for Court Appointed Special Advocates.  These are trained volun-
teers appointed by the court to be the voice of a child during court hearings 
affecting the child’s life. In order to be an effective advocate the CASA vol-
unteer does home studies on all involved parties, writes a report for the 
judge before each court hearing, and attends all court hearings.  The CASA 

keeps in regular contact with the child or children involved until the case is resolved, which often takes 
months to a year or more. 
 
Sumner County CASA began assigning volunteers 26 years ago and has advocated for over 3,000 children to 
date, including 154 children currently appointed a CASA by the judge.  In 2017-18 more than 40 CASA vol-
unteers donated, combined, over 2,800 hours in direct service and drove over 21,400 miles. While the children 
advocated for by the CASA volunteer are placed all over the state, Sumner County office focuses on Sumner 
County.  CASA volunteers are essential to the process given that the Sumner County CASA office has only 
three full-time employees and one part time employee.  If you are considering becoming a CASA volunteer 
you can contact Evelyn Kemp (423-341-3790) or the Sumner County CASA office (615-451-1688). 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 23rd 
for another game night at church.  Courtney & 
Leigh Masters are organizing another fun night 
for children and youth.  Are you ready for some 
fun competition? 

A Bowl Event That Is 
Truly Super!  This 
year our church will 
join with thousands of 
others nationwide who 
participate in the 
Souper Bowl of Caring, 
a youth-led movement 

tied to the Super Bowl. Started in 1990, the organization 
has since raised more than $100 million for soup kitch-
ens, food banks, and other charities. (See sou-
perbowl.org.)  

 

It works this way: Our church members volunteer to 
bring hot soup (on a day that is supposed to peak at 30˚), 
you show up in Martin Hall after the February 3rd church 
service to enjoy it, and you’ll be served by a fresh-faced 
young person wanting to know if you’d like to show your 
appreciation by making a donation that will go to our lo-
cal Samaritan Center. On a day that has become hyper-
commercialized, join with others who stop and pray, 
“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, 
help us be mindful of those who are without a bowl of 
soup to eat.” 

Confirmation Class begins 
on February 10th.  This 
year’s class has eight mid-
dle high students.  There 
will be several teachers 
participating.  The main 
classes will be on Sunday 

nights from 5:00-6:30 p.m. in the session 
room.  There will be a NaCoMe overnight re-
treat, a service project, and worship leadership.  
There is a parent meeting on Sunday, February 
3rd after worship also in the session room.  
The main topics of discussion are baptism, 
Presbyterianism, suffering, forgiveness, the 
Holy Spirit, praying, serving, stewardship, Ten 
Commandments, Apostle’s Creed, Lord’s 
Prayer, praising God, communion, and wor-
ship. 

 



 
Answering “No” to the planning of the 150th anniversary celebration of our church was not an option for me. I 
instantly knew that my answer was “Yes”. The decision was out of my control…it was a Holy Spirit thing. A 
year of reflecting on the past, connecting in the present, and envisioning our future began to take shape in my 
thought process. It seemed to be a proper focus for our congregation’s celebration this special year.  The theme 
of 150 Years Strong – “Bidden Or Not Bidden, God Is Present was taking shape. I knew that thoughts swirling 
around in my head needed the attention of verbalization to have life breathed into them, to know if they are 
worthy….so enter my dear friends Bill and Sandy Keene, one of our church’s “power couples”. We needed a 
chat! 
 
Bill and Sandy graciously invited me to visit them. Bill made some knock out, delicious coffee, Sandy pre-
pared a beautiful setting at the kitchen table (overlooking their refreshing view of nature), and I brought the 
muffins. A pow-pow to end all pow-wows began. We lost all concept of time as we remembered church histo-
ry (ancient and recent), many dear friends (past and present), our families, our challenges and the opportunities 
they presented to us, the high points and the lows. They affirmed the theme I had chosen is worthy and is wo-
ven through the history of our church, our personal lives, and the lives of the people in the Scriptures. Whether 
we call or don’t call, God is ever present. It is a thread that weaves through the whole Bible. My morning cof-
fee with the Keenes turned into mid day coffee. Time evaporated in the company of such interesting and fun 
people. It was hard to leave our stimulating conversation and the comfort of such friendship. My appreciation 
for Bill and Sandy runs deep. I love them. 
 

  

Oh my, I haven’t mentioned that they are a great 
love affair! They began writing letters to each 
other when Sandy was 14 and Bill was 18 (with 
the approval of Sandy’s parents) – what a con-
cept! They not only love and appreciate each oth-
er, they like each other. Sandy says the “secret” is 
unconditional love and both working as hard as 
they can! The Keenes feel strongly that opportu-
nities for service in  this church, and the pres-
ence of God in their lives, has had a great and 
positive impact on their 64 years together. 

Their kindness, wisdom, and faith are the ingredients of a true “power couple”. Thanks, Bill and Sandy, for 
your love and support and a great cup of coffee.  -  Freda Blackwell 

Happy Anniversary 

Church!  

We will be celebrat-

ing our churches Ses-
quicentennial  (150) 

anniversary in 2019.  October 9th is the of-

ficial day our church began in 1869.  There 
will be many events leading up to this cele-
bration.  In fact, the whole month of Octo-
ber will be a party.  Freda Blackwell is 

chairing the planning committee.  If you 
would like to help, please contact Freda or 
the office.   

The staff of FPC would 

like to offer our heartfelt 

thanks to everyone who 

graciously remembered 

us during the holiday sea-

son. Your food, gifts, 

cards and love offerings 

were greatly appreciated.

—Pastor Michael, Linda, Chuck, Tony, & Amy. 



We asked each Session member to tell us something that most people didn’t know about them!  See if  you can match their statements to each Session Member.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

J.T. Thompson 

Membership 

June Still 

Clerk of Session 

Courtney Masters 

Discipleship & Education 

Gloria Deaner 

Discipleship & Education 

Stan Campbell 

Congregational Care 

David Abbott 

Property 

1. This elder and family drove 11,000 miles thru 5 Canadian Provinces and 22 U.S. States over the 2004 

summer vacation (9 weeks). 

2. I worked in a bakery in high school. 

3. I love anything with an engine, have an encyclopedia (i.e. useless) knowledge of cars, and wish I’d 

never sold my motorcycle. 

4. I went to nursing school in Flint, MI 

5. I hiked the Appalachian Trail in 1996. 

6. I grew up on a small farm in southern West Virginia 



t know about them!  See if  you can match their statements to each Session Member. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

Ched Yearout 

Property 

Lisa Vercauteren 

Missions 

Paulette Farnham 

Congregational Care 

Janna Willis 

Worship 

Evelyn Kemp 

Missions 

Kelly Horton 

Membership 

7. I was winning my first (and only) fist fight in seventh grade (after school) when teachers broke it up      

and called my mom. 

8. I worked 36 years in Aerospace manufacturing. 

9. I was first runner up in Beauty/Talent contest in high school. 

10. This person has a degree in history with an emphasis on Russian history. 

11. I was a teacher, then director of a church Mother’s Day Out program for three years. 

12. I was born in Tennessee but primarily raised in Missouri. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 2 

     7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship-
Communion 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 am Souper 
Bowl of Caring - MH 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

10:00 am Women’s 
Book Group 

6:00 pm Missions 
Meeting 

7:00 pm NA Meet-
ing in MH 

7:00 pm Community 
Singers  

 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Program 

7:00 pm Adult Choir 

7:00 pm NA Meeting 
in MH 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

7:00 am Room in the 
Inn 

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship 
11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

6:30 pm Book Club 

7:00 pm NA Meet-
ing in MH 

7:00 pm Community 
Singers  

11:00 am Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Program 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Adult Choir 

7:00 pm Budget & 
Finance Meeting 

7:00 pm NA Meeting 
in MH 

Presbytery 
Meeting – 
FPC 
(Franklin) 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

6:00 pm Education 
Meeting 

6:00 pm Member-
ship Meeting 

7:00 pm Session 
Meeting 

7:00 pm NA Meet-
ing in MH 

7:00 pm Community 
Singers  

 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 

5:00 pm Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Program 

7:00 pm Adult Choir 

7:00 pm NA Meeting 
in MH 

Window Deadline 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

5:30 pm Family 
Game Night - 
Martin Hall 

24 25 26 27 28     

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

7:00 pm NA Meet-
ing in MH 

7:00 pm Community 
Singers  

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s Bible 
Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Program 

7:00 pm Adult Choir 

7:00 pm NA Meeting 
in MH 

 

      



SESSION ACTION 
 Prayed for congregational members 
 Approved minutes from December 17th 
 Approved ministry unit reports 
 Approved Tim Reynolds preaching on October 13th 
 Approved Bud Anderson as treasurer and June Still as clerk 

SERMON SCHEDULE 
February 3 – Jesus’ way, Luke 4:21-30 (Communion) 
February 10 – Isaiah’s model for worship, Isaiah 6:1-8 
February 17 – What we believe about the resurrection, 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
February 24 – How Christ is influencing our living and giving, Luke 6:27-38 

December 2018 
 

Revenue $  361,341.69 
Expenses $  318,065.56 
Surplus $    43,276.13 

How Well Do You Know Our Session Members Answers: 1. Lisa Vercauteren; 2. Gloria Deaner;  3. J.T. 

Thompson; 4. Evelyn Kemp; 5. Courtney Masters; 6. Ched Yearout; 7. Stan Campbell; 8. David Abbott; 9. 

Janna Willis; 10. Kelly Horton;  11. June Still; 12. Paulettte Farnham 

ATTENTION One and All: Our Flower  Calendar 

has been missing You and Your Special Event. Please 

consider celebrating that special day/time with your 

Church Family by placing flowers on the Altar.  The 

sign up sheet is located in the front narthex.  

There are many times in our lives, that we wish we could talk to someone 
about an issue or problem that is causing us stress/distress. The issue could 
be a major problem: marital, caregiving, grief, work issues, children and/or 
health. The stressor could also be minor but still causing a great deal of 
stress/depression.  
      
It could be very possible that just talking to someone and possibly hearing 
about resolutions could be a stress reliever. The Life Issues Support Group 
will be resuming in February. This group will be multi-dimensional, we will 
talk about whatever issues are causing distress. This will be a diverse group 
of people that just want to talk about whatever it is causing stress.  

       
Confidentiality is key to this group, whatever is discussed will stay in that room. If more intense counseling is 
needed, a source will be provided. 
       
We would like to meet on the second Tuesday, Feb. 12th at 6:00 p.m. in the session room, we can discuss if 
this is a good night and time. If you have any questions, please call Paulette Farnham (615-426-2116) or Emi-
ly Wilke (615-264-2324). 
 
Please join our group and let's talk about your life issues.  



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

   1  - Ryan Estepp 

   8  - Sherry Smith 

   9  - Richard Wallis 

 10  - Kaitlynn Kitchen 

 11  - Jackie Decker 

 13  - Ethan Minor 

 14 - Susan Keen 

 Matthew Keen 

 15  - Jim Lacy 

 17  - Sprigg Ebbert 

 18 - Ben Dye 

 Clint Young 

 20  - Debra Obrock 

 24  - Ian Pettit 

 25  - Cathy Lind 

 Ched Yearout 

 28  - Kelly Horton 


