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Dear Friends,

I have been thinking of the last word. I am not talking about a person who needs
to have the last word to build their self-esteem or find some validation. I am
thinking of the positive meaning of the last word. The last word in a graduation
speech. The last word in a sermon. I remember my preaching professor in sem-
inary emphasizing the importance of the last word or sentence in one’s sermon.

After church on Sunday, two members were critiquing the pastor’s sermon. The
first one said, “I thought the sermon was divine. It reminded me of the peace of
God. It passed all understanding.” The second one observed, “It reminded me
of the mercy of God. I thought it would endure forever.”

The Apostle Paul used the word grace more than any other New Testament writer. He began and ended his let-
ters with grace. Even if he was disappointed with a church and challenged their behavior, his last word was
grace. He began the letter to the Philippians with grace. “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.” (1:2) His last word to them was grace. “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit.” (4:23) The grace of God in Christ is, and always will be, the last word.

In the story of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32), the youngest son takes his inheritance early, leaves home, and
wastes it on reckless choices. In his desperate situation, he decides to go home. He prepares a re-entrance
speech. “Father, I have sinned against heaven and you. I am no longer to be called your son; treat me as one of
your hired hands.” The father has the last word. While the boy is expecting punishment, he receives grace.
The father meets him and accepts him with love. He is re-established as a son with a robe, family ring, and
shoes. “This son of mine dead and is alive again; he was lost and now he is found!” They celebrate. The last
word is grace.

The story continues with the older son not wanting to join the party. He is angry and jealous, telling his father,
“this son of yours wasted all your resources. I have slaved for you all these years and you never gave me a par-
ty.” The father has the last word in the story. “We have to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours
was dead and has come to life; lost and has been found.” The last word is grace.

In a seminar on teen suicide, Greg Laurie reminds us that God has the last word and it is grace. “One dark mo-
ment in a person’s life cannot undo what Christ has done. We are not judged by the last thing we do before we
die but by the last thing Christ did when he died.” At the end of his life, dying on the cross, Jesus said, “It is
finished.” God’s plan of salvation is now complete. The last word is grace.

No matter where you are in life, know the last word is grace. There is grace at the beginning, at your baptism,
grace carries you through life, and grace meets you at the end of your life. The last word is God’s word to you
— grace.

Love and Prayers,

Woihae”



Mission of the Month: Thanksgiving Baskets - Thanksgiving is fast approaching, and the Missions
Ministry Unit is planning to collect items for Thanksgiving Baskets for Community Child Care again this
year. Our goal is to provide 25-30 baskets of food. Community Child Care is a nonprofit childcare center
for working parents whose income falls below a certain level. Many parents cannot afford to provide a spe-
cial Thanksgiving meal for their family without assistance. The Missions Unit is providing the meat but
needs help with the following items.

Thanksgiving

e Instant Mashed Potatoes e Canned or Jar Gravy

e (Canned Sweet Potatoes e Canned Corn SkE[S
e Cornbread Mix e Stuffing Mix

e (Green Beans e Cranberry Jelly

Please place your food items in the collection box at the side entrance. If you are not attending church in-
person or unable to drop off items, please contact the church office to arrange a porch pick-up of items.
Monetary donations are welcome as well, and volunteers can shop on your behalf! The deadline for items is
November 19.
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Rodrick Glover visited FPC in October.
He was representing HomeSafe. He has
been the Outreach Director / Volunteer
Coordinator for over 3 years. He helps
organize volunteers to help the victims in
the shelter and the community. HomeSafe
was our Mission of the Month in October.

The Youth continue to enjoy their time together
bowling even though their scores fluctuate mostly
down!

sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk st sk sk sk sk st sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skeoske sk skeoske stk sk skeoskoskoskosk skeskoskoskosk sk



The Theology of Hymns

Now Thank We All Our God is appropriately sung at Thanksgiving. Martin Rinkart was a minster and accom-
plished musician during the Thirty Years War. There was disease and famine. Martin and his family sung this
hymn before dinner to thank God for the scraps of food they had to eat. It is said he stretched his personal re-
sources to take care of the refugees and spent most of his time performing nearly fifty funerals a day.

This hymn reminds us and gives us words to thank God in all circumstances. It reminds of Paul’s words in
Philippians (4:6), “Be anxious for nothing but in everything pray with thanksgiving.” Our thanksgiving is
about who God is and what God does, not based on our circumstances. It looks past our pain to God’s power
and grace. May we thank God with our hearts, hands, and voices.
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All Saints Ceremony

On Sunday, November 5th, we will recognize our
church members who have died in the last year with a
chime of the bell. We will also have a remembrance
ceremony after worship in Martin Hall. This is a
beautiful time to recognize our loved ones by lighting
a candle. There will also be a devotional provided
that you can use in Martin Hall or at home.

Fellowship

At our Sunshine Fellowship gathering in
October, Rick Gregory was our speaker.
He and his wife Patty live in Adams, TN,
the home of the infamous Bell Witch.
Rick has a Ph. D. from Vanderbilt in his-
tory and just completed a book on the Bell
Witch.
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The Abbotts, June, Suzi, Diane, Bai

The Batey Family
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b, Sara, Ethan and the Campbells

Michel & Eva Serving Communion




Reading Through the Bible in a Year: This year there will be daily
Bible readings in each monthly newsletter. By this time next year, you
will have read through the whole Bible. There will be 4-6 readings
each day, except for the weekends. The weekends can be used to catch

up or reflect on what was read the previous week. The Old Testament |/ Ve
readings are chronological.
November 1 Jeremiah 17-20; James 1 ChurCh
November 2 Jeremiah 22, 23, 26; Psalm 77; James 2 FINANCES
November 3  Jeremiah 25, 35, 36, 45; Psalm 133; James 3
November 4 Reflection

Thru September
November 5 Reflection Revenue $ 1
November 6 Jeremiah 27, 28, 29, 24; James 4 Expenkes50, 789.
November 7 Jeremiah 37, 21, 34; Psalm 79; James 5
November 8 Jeremiah 30-33; 1 Peter 1 Shortab?, 652. 38
November 9 Jeremiah 38, 39, 52; 1 Peter 2

November 10
November 11

November 12
November 13
November 14
November 15
November 16
November 17
November 18

November 19

2 Kings 24-25; 2 Chronicles 36; Psalm 126; 1 Peter 3
Reflection

Reflection

Lamentations; Psalm 137; 1 Peter 4

Obadiah; Jeremiah 40-42; Psalm 147; 1 Peter 5
Jeremiah 43, 44, 46; 2 Peter 1

Jeremiah 47, 48, 49; Psalm 80; 2 Peter 2
Jeremiah 50-51; 2 Peter 3

Reflection

Reflection

November 20 Ezekiel 1-3; John 1

Eovemléer %é Ezell?e% 471—8; JPslailm3 82; John 2 I's that time again.
ovember zekiel 7-9; John . ) )

November 23 Ezekiel 10-12; Psalm 83; John 4 Daylight  savings time

November 24 Ezekiel 13-15; Psalm 136; John 5 ends on Sunday, No-

November 25 Reflection vember 5th. Remember

to set your clocks back

Eovemléer %g Eeﬂke_c'fli(i% 18: Tohn 6 one hour before you go
ovember zekiel 16-18; John

November 28 Ezekiel 19-21; Psalm 84; John 7 0 h?ed on  Saturday

November 29 Ezekiel 22-24; Psalm 134; John 8 night:

November 30 Ezekiel 25-27; Psalm 85; John 9
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& WERE
CLOSED!

==

The church office will be closed
on Thursday, November 23rd
and Friday, November 24th in
observance of Thanksgiving.
We will return to the office on
Monday, November 27th. Have
a wonderful Thanksgiving!

Thank you for all of the
texts, e-mails, cards and
words of comfort from our
church family due to the
loss of our loved one. We
love you all.—Jo and Ben
McCrary



SERMON SCHEDULE

November 5 — Morning prayers for help, Psalm 5 (Communion, All Saints Recognition)
November 12 — Living with spiritual eyes, Matthew 25:1-13 (Veterans Day)

November 19 — Guest Tom Tyndall

November 26 — Holiday Emotions — Loneliness, 1 Kings 19:11-18

SESSION ACTION
Prayed for congregation
Affirmed our faith using the session statement of faith
Approved minutes from August 13 and September 18
Discussed the article Giving is up at churches and people are back

Approved ministry unit reports
0 Including session action forms
= $909 out of Pastor’s Reserve Fund for Michael’s part of sabbatical Scotland trip deposit
= 709.33 out of Memorial Fund for tuning the bells
Heard and approved verbal reports from Discipleship and Education and Membership

Heard pastor’s report
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On Sunday, October 15th, the Hand Bell Choir held a concert in the sanctuary. Thanks to the generosity
and support of the congregation and friends of FPC, they were able to complete their lowest octave of
bells. They now have five octaves of hand bells and three octaves of hand chimes! The newest bells
were purchased in memory of Ed Covington, Virginia Duffett, Ruth Lee and John Westendorf, longtime
participants and supporters of the music ministry of FPC. The bells were also dedicated in the morning
worship service.



CHURCH STAFF First Presbyterian Church
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Dr. Anthony Williams,Or gani st / Choi r Di Websitd: www.hendersonvillefpc.org
tony@hendersonvillefpc.org Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org
Linda Agee, Chur ch Admini strator Sunday School—9 : @.f.
linda@hendersonvillefpc.org Worship Service—1 0 : alm0

Sara Webne, Nur sery Attenda
Carolyn McCoy,P. D. S. Direct NOVWBE
PDSDirector123@gmail.com

& L appy ;

2023

/

& 1
{r L&-ﬁ,ﬁ-ﬂ-‘r’#’u&‘lﬁb

%Bihfﬁ.ﬁ&bﬁ,ﬁ,
{)

Shirley Tidwell
Avery Batey
Mary Lu Batey
Billy Dye

Mary Anna Womeldorf
Pam Davis
Diann Hall
Joseph Dye

J.T. Thompson
Nolan Pettit
Janet Covington
Elisabeth DeWitt
Amanda Pettit




