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July 2020 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
The Christian group MercyMe sings a wonderful song about an older person giv-
ing advice to himself as a younger person.  It is titled Dear Y ounger Me.  Listen to 
these powerful words.   
 
Dear younger me where do I start.  If I could tell you everything that I have 
learned so far.  Then you could be one step ahead of all the painful memories still 
running thru my head.  I wonder how much different things would be.  Dear 
younger me,  if I knew then what I know now, condemnation would've had no 
power.  My joy my pain would've never been my worth.  If I knew then what I 
know now, would've not been hard to figure out what I would've changed if I had 
heard.  Dear younger me, it's not your fault.  You were never meant to carry this 

beyond the cross.  Dear younger me, you are holy; you are righteous; you are one of the redeemed; set apart a 
brand new heart; you are free indeed. 
 
What would you tell your “younger you?”  I know one message I would tell myself.  I have a very important 
purpose from God.  The Apostle Paul explains it in 2 Corinthians 4.  The church is entrusted with the treasure 
of God’s love.  God is the one who said let the light of Christ shine in our lives and through our lives (verses 6-
7).  People see Jesus in us and they see God in Jesus.  The treasure (that is God’s message of love in Jesus 
Christ) is put in clay pots (and that is us, the church).  The magnificent, powerful, love of God is put in ordi-
nary, everyday jars.  It has always been God’s plan to invest the treasure in sinful, broken people; so it is clear 
that we are not the source of Christ’s love.  If anyone looks close enough, they would know we are not capable 
of creating or discovering this unconditional love.   
 
I would tell younger me to stop taking yourself so seriously.  Admit your brokenness.  Stop trying to please 
others.  Stop trying to earn God’s love.  I am already loved.  God has already given me all the love I need  
when Christ died on the cross and was raised from the dead.  Dear younger me, live.  Let go of the burdens you 
create for yourself or others create for you.  Live as a person already loved, redeemed, and accept the perfect 
treasure in my imperfect life. 
 
By the time you get this newsletter, we will be ready to meet back in-person for worship.  There will be all 
kinds of emotions – excitement, anxiousness, reluctance, and disbelief.  Who would have thought that we 
would have to check temperatures, social distance ourselves, and wear masks on Sunday mornings at worship?    
There are so many uncertainties in our world and our lives.  One thing for sure, dear younger me, what a privi-
lege to be loved by God and entrusted with God’s love to share with others. 
 
Love and Prayers,      



Friends 
 
It is with excitement, yet caution, that the Session, with recommendations from the Worship Committee, has 
decided to resume worship service in the sanctuary starting Sunday, July 5 at 10 AM.  We understand that 
you may not feel comfortable or ready to attend in-person worship.  We will still be recording the service, 
which will be available later on each Sunday afternoon.  Following guidelines from the CDC and other medi-
cal experts, we are opening with the following recommendations for the congregation.   
 

1. If you feel sick, have a fever, or experience any other symptoms of illness, please stay at home. 
2. When you exit your car, please be wearing a mask.  It is an expectation that both adults and chil-

dren four years and older wear masks.  If you don’t have a mask, we will provide one.  Someone 
will be outside to assist with this. 

3. In order to be as vigilant as possible with everyone’s safety, we will check your temperature with 
a non-contact thermometer before you enter the sanctuary.   

4. As much as possible, please stay 6 feet apart in the parking lot and in the building.  This is diffi-
cult to say, but please don’t hug each other. 

5. Enter the sanctuary through the front door.  No entry through the side doors.  An usher will escort 
you to a pew.  The sanctuary will be filled from the front to the back so you will not be seated in 
your regular pew.  We will be using every other pew with no more than 3 people per pew.  The 
exception to this is that a family of more than 3, such as husband, wife, 2 grandparents and 2 chil-
dren, can be seated on the same pew if they request it.  Bulletins will already be placed on the seat 
for you.  Hymn books and Bibles will be removed.  Scriptures and words to hymns will be printed 
in the bulletin. 

6. We understand many of you haven’t seen each other in several weeks or months but once you are 
seated, please don’t get up and move around in the sanctuary to visit others.  Feel free to wave to 
each other as much as you want!   

7. Please limit restroom visits to emergencies.  If you must take a restroom break, there will be in-
structions posted in the restroom on how to disinfect it so it is safe for the next person. 

8. Hand sanitizer and tissues will be available on each pew. 
9. The service will be shorter than usual.  We will not sing because, even with a mask, studies show 

singing is more likely to spread the virus.  Tony will play 1 or 2 verses of a hymn and if you want 
to hum that is fine.  We will not yet be ready to take communion on July 5.  We will not pass the 
peace or hold hands at the end of the service.  We will not take up an offering; however, for those 
who are not doing on-line or mail-in offering, we will have a place designated in which to place 
your offering as you enter the building. 

10. When the service is over, please remain seated.  In order to maintain the recommended social dis-
tance, ushers will escort you by pew from the sanctuary using the two side exits. 

11. We need to know approximately how many will be attending on July 5.  We can maintain social 
distance guidelines with about 50 in the sanctuary at the same time.   If more than 50 want to at-
tend, we are considering some alternatives so that everyone who wants to worship in the sanctuary 
can do so.  Obviously, this part of our re-opening plan can’t be decided until we know approxi-
mately how many to expect on July 5.  So, please call Linda Agee at 615-824-8604, email lin-
da@hendersonvillefpc.org, or respond on the survey emailed and let her know how many in your 
family plan to attend on July 5. 

12. There will be no childcare or Sunday school for a few weeks.   
 

We realize this may seem like a lot of “rules” but we believe they are necessary at this time.  It is much better 
to be too cautious than not cautious enough.  Hopefully, some of these precautions can be relaxed or even 
eliminated as we see how things play out but at first we are going to go slowly and safely. 
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  HENDERSONVILLE COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVES 

Where: Hendersonville First Presbyterian Church—Martin Hall 

When: Monday, July 13th 

 Thursday, July 23rd 

 Tuesday, July 28th 

Time:  11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org  

and enter: HendersonvilleCM to schedule an appointment 

Father Pedro Arrupe, S.J. was born in Spain in 1907.  After some medical 
training, he entered the Jesuits.  After Spain expelled the Jesuits, he contin-
ued his studies in Belgium, Holland, and United States.  He graduated in 
1938 and was sent to Japan as a missionary.  After December 7, 1941, 
bombing of Pearl Harbor, he was arrested on suspicion of espionage.  He 
was kept in solitary confinement for 33 days.  He was released and contin-
ued his missionary work in Nagatsuka, the outskirts of Hiroshima.  On Au-
gust 6, 1945 he heard sirens and then an enormous explosion which blew out 
doors and windows of this residence.  He used his limited medical training 

and supplies to help 150 victims.  Fr. Pedro Arrupe was serving as Superior of the Jesuit’s Japanese Province 
when he was elected Superior General of the Society of Jesus in 1965.  He held this position till 1983.     
 
In this quote he talks about falling in love with God, “Nothing is more practical than finding God, than falling 
in love in a quite absolute way.  What you are in love with, what seizes your imagination, will affect every-
thing.  It will decide what will get you out of bed in the morning, what you will do with your evening, how you 
spend your weekends, what you read, who you know, what breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy 
and gratitude.  Fall in love, stay in love, and it will decide everything.”  
 
***************************************************************************************** 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL NEWS—We have had some inquiries about our plans 
around a VBS this year…and while VBS was originally in our annual plan, like so many 
things, COVID-19 has changed the plan.  While we did consider simply shifting the 
schedule to later in the summer or early in the fall, with the current uncertainty of the 
course of the virus, for a variety of reasons, it has been decided to simply abandon all 
plans for VBS this year.  We should all continue to hope and pray that a vaccine effective 
against the virus will be developed so as to enable us to feel safe to attend gatherings 

again.  If you have questions, or wish to volunteer to plan VBS for 2021, please contact Kathy Ebbert or Karen 
Baylor. 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Do you ever find yourself in need of a Notary Public?  
If so, stop by the church office on or after July 15th!  I 
have applied to be re-certified as a notary in Sumner 
County and I will have the certificate in my hands 
soon.  Get your important documents notarized free of 
charge! 



Our Rise Against Hunger event has been rescheduled for July 18th!  
While the pandemic has slowed down many things in our world, Rise 
Against Hunger is still actively providing meals to those in need.  In or-
der to continue their mission, they need volunteers to package meals!  
Due to the pandemic, the event will look different than in past years.  
Rather than have one large group of volunteers for a short time period, 
this year we will have three small groups (no more than 10 people at a 

time) working during specified periods throughout the day.  Volunteers will work at separate stations to main-
tain social distancing, and we will sanitize the stations and equipment between shifts.   
 
All volunteers will be REQUIRED to wear facemasks during their shift along with the normal hairnets and 
gloves.  Unfortunately, not everyone will be able to volunteer this year, and we realize that is disappointing for 
some who wanted to help.  Rise Against Hunger recommends that persons at high risk of complications from 
COVID-19 (seniors aged 65 and older and others with underlying health conditions) wait until the pandemic 
passes to participate in food packaging events.  Given the need for strict social distancing and the lengthening 
of the event this year, young children (< age 13) are also discouraged from volunteering at this time.   
 
Here is what you can do to help: 
 
1.  Volunteer if you are able (healthy and age 13-64)  

Shift 1:  7am – 9am  Set-up tables, place painter’s tape on the floor to guide social 
                                    distancing, unload food from the truck 

  
Shift 2:  9am – 11am  Food Packing 
 
Shift 3:  1pm – 3pm  Food Packing and clean-up 

 
2.  Donate money – we need to raise $1500 to pay for the meals.  Please send donations to the church office 

and designate for Rise Against Hunger. 
 
3.  Pray for those volunteering and for the recipients of our meals 
 
This event is not the event we imagined – a time of fellowship along with service for all church members – but 
we felt that the need for meals outweighed our desire for a “normal” event.  The mission of the church must 
continue even if it looks a little different this year!  Please contact Billy or Eva Dye with any questions about 
Rise Against Hunger (evadye@yahoo.com or billy.dye@me.com).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
**************************************************************************************** 

 

A very special thank you to our congregation for 

your generous donations to the Sadler Family, 

who lost their home to a fire recently.  They have 

two small children, one of which attends the Pres-

byterian Day School. We were able to collect 

$1,500 to help them with their immediate needs. 

mailto:evadye@yahoo.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 4 

   7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

 Office Closed – 
Observance of 
Independence 
Day 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Independence 
Day 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

10:30 am Wom-
en’s Book Group 

6:00 pm Missions 
Meeting 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

11:00 am Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Budget 
& Finance 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

7:00 am Room in the 
Inn 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

11:00 am Blood 
Drive 

6:30 pm Book 
Club 

7:00 pm Gifts & 
Giving 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

10:30 am Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

5:30 pm Life 
Issues Support 
Group 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Window Dead-
line 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Rise Against 
Hunger Event - 
MH 

Presbytery 
Meeting – TBA 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

1:00 pm Sew 
Many Blessings 

6:00 pm Mem-
bership Meeting 

7:00 pm Session 
Meeting 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 

PDS Parents 
Night 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

11:00 am 
Blood Drive 

PDS Parents 
Night 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31   

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

11:00 am Blood 
Drive 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

  

  7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

  



SERMON SCHEDULE  -  Series on Living in Uncertain Times  
July 5 –Living in Uncertain Times – Learning God’s Ways, Psalm 119:105-112  
July 12 – Living in Uncertain Times – Finances, Matthew 14:13-21  
July 19 – Living in Uncertain Times – Health, Genesis 28:10-19a  
July 26 – Living in Uncertain Times – Emotions, Matthew 14:22-33  

 May 2020 
 

Revenue    $ 112,648.04 
Expenses   $ 131,331.74     
Shortfall    $  -18,683.70 

SESSION ACTION 

 Approved minutes from May 11 

 Reviewed financial report 

 Heard Worship Committees report                          
on in-person worship 

 Discussed details 
 Included in this newsletter 

 

***********************************************************************************************************  

***********************************************************************************************************  

The church office will be closed on 

Friday, July 3rd in observance of 

Independence Day! 

Celebrating With Our Graduates – This next weekend, three of our members – 
Lucas Bish, Kaitlynn Elliott, and Ryan Estepp – mark an important milestone 
when each graduates from their respective high schools. Typically, each year the 
church honors our graduates with a reception.  However, due to the COVID-19 
outbreak, such an event is simply not practical.  We are planning a different way 
to honor our graduates…with a “drive-by” reception in their honor.  We are still 
working on a date…so stay tuned to our weekly emails for a date, time and loca-
tion for this annual event to honor the achievements of our youth!  



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

  1  - Lucas Bish 

  2  - Janice Yearout 

  3  - Margaret Ewald 

 Ben McCrary 

  7  - Becca Young Pendergrast 

  9  - Virginia Duffett 

 Gary Head 

 Clement Greek 

 11  - Richard Roche 

 12  - Ellen Getter 

 Brooklyn Young 

 16  - Luke Batey 

 18  - Drew Getter 

 25  - Jim Lind 

 27  - Helen Hunter 

 29  - Sandi Martin 

 30  - Kenny Gugenheim 

 31  - John Allen 


