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Dear Friends,

I can still remember the multiple “why-questions” my children asked growing
up. It seemed every time I told them to do something, it was followed by a
“Why?” “Why do I have to go to bed? Jonathan is staying up!” “Why do I
have to eat my meal before dessert?” “Why do I have to go to church? I don’t
like the preacher” (this was never said aloud but I am sure it was mumbled).
I remember my chemistry teacher in high school getting upset with me for asking so many questions. “Mr. Davis, you ask so many questions!” He later affirmed me to keep asking questions. They lead to learning.
Thomas Berger once said, “The art and science of asking questions is the source of all knowledge.” Asking
questions leads to learning. Jesus is constantly asking questions.







Do you love me?
Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and do not do what I say?
What do you want me to do for you?
Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye and fail to see the log in your own eye?
Why are you thinking such things in your heart?

Rainer Maria Rilke in Letters to a Y oung Poet suggests we learn to live with questions. “Have patience with
everything that remains unsolved in your heart. Try to love the questions themselves, like locked rooms and
like books written in a foreign language. Do not now look for the answers. They cannot now be given to you
because you could not live them. It is a question of experiencing everything. At present you need to live the
question. Perhaps you will gradually, without even noticing it, find yourself experiencing the answer, some
distant day.”

One of the most important questions Jesus asks is “Who do you say I am?” On one occasion, Jesus asked his
disciples, “Who do people say I am?” They offered a few answers – John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, and
one of the prophets (Matthew 16:13-16). Then, he makes the question personal. “Who do you say I am?” Our
answer to that question makes all the difference in the world. Peter says, “You are the Christ, the Son of the
Living God.”
When you say Jesus is Lord, what does that mean? We are taught at a young age to solve the math problem,
find the answers, and fix what is broken. Some things in life cannot be solved, answered, or fixed. When Jesus is our Lord, we can rest in his love and grace not having the answers. Finding the answers is not what is
most important. Following the Holy Spirit becomes the priority. Serving becomes more important than solving. Listening for Christ’s leading replaces fixing the broken things in life.
May we answer Jesus’ question with Lord of our lives and learn to live with the questions.
Love and Prayers,

Rise Against Hunger is a non-profit organization that coordinates meal
packaging events and sends meal packs of rice, soy, and dried vegetables
around the world. For the past several years, meals packaged by FPC have
gone to Haiti. Our Rise Against Hunger event will be held on June 25,
2022. All volunteers (children and adults) are welcome, and the event will
be fast paced with lots of music and gong ringing! We again set a big goal
this year to package an entire pallet of meals - 14,256 meals! We need both
volunteers and donations to reach our goal. Our fundraising goal is $3400
to cover the cost of the meals.
Volunteers needed:
8:00 am—9:00 am: 8-10 volunteers needed for unloading and set up – we need some strong muscles to unload
the rice and equipment from the truck and get Martin Hall set up.
9:00 am—11:30 am: 40-50 volunteers for the meal packaging event. There are jobs where you can stand, sit,
or run!
11:30 am—Noon: 5 volunteers to clean up. We need a few people to say late to help re-load the equipment
and sweep up Martin Hall.
This year we have an on-line registration link available:
http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/FirstPresHendersonville2022
You can also sign up by emailing, calling, or texting Eva Dye (evadye@yahoo.com, 615-559-3860). If you
are able to help set up but register on-line, please let Eva know. Donations can be sent to the church office and
designated for Rise Against Hunger.
****************************************************************************************
Daily Bible Reading
In 2022, the daily Bible reading schedule will take you on a journey between the Old and New Testament
books. There will be three or four chapters a day. Each month consists of 25 readings. You will have several
days each month (during and at the end of the month) to reflect on your favorite selections or catchup on missed
readings.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS—JUNE
June 1
June 2
June 3
June 4

2 Samuel 8-10; Psalm 72
2 Samuel 11-13, Psalm 73
2 Samuel 14-17; Psalm 74
2 Samuel 18-20; Psalm 75

June 5
June 6
June 7
June 8
June 9
June 10
June 11

Reflection
2 Samuel 21-24, Psalm 76
Colossians; Psalm 77
1 Kings 1-3, Psalm 78:1-39
1 Kings 4-6; Psalm 78:40-72
1 Kings 7-9; Psalm 79
1 Kings 10-12; Psalm 80

June 12
June 13
June 14
June 15
June 16
June 17
June 18

Reflection
1 Kings 13-15, Psalm 81
1 Kings 16-19; Psalm 82
1Kings 20-22; Psalm 83
Jonah, Psalm 84
Philemon, Psalm 85
2 Kings 1-4; Psalm 86

June 19
June 20
June 21
June 22
June 23
June 24
June 25

Reflection
2 Kings 5-7; Psalm 87
2 Kings 8-11; Psalm 88
2 Kings 12-14; Psalm 89:1-18
2 Kings 15-18; Psalm 89:19-52
2 Kings 19-21: Psalm 90
2 Kings 22-25; Psalm 91

June 26
June 27
June 28
June 29
June 30

Reflection
Luke 1-3; Psalm 92
Luke 4-6; Psalm 93
Luke 7-9, Psalm 94
Reflection

“Difficult to see; always in motion is the future”
– Yoda, The Empire Strikes Back
No one can see the future, not even the great Jedi, Yoda. Life is full of uncertainties.
We can do all the planning we want, but there are no guarantees. My next door
neighbor reminds me of this every so often with his quip, “Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is a mystery. Today is a gift from God.” Here are some Proverbs that offer us wisdom:





Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him and he will direct your paths (3:5-6)
Many are the plans of a person’s heart, but the purposes of the Lord prevails (19:21)
The human mind plans the way, but the Lord directs the steps (16:9)
Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring (17:1)

****************************************************************************************
The Worship Committee does a lot that goes unnoticed by most members of
First Presbyterian, things like the banners in the back of the sanctuary, the
drape for the pulpit and Bible, the music during the services and communion.
Then there are things everyone does notice, the Floral Cross on the lawn at
Easter, the decorations at Christmas, and the Christmas Eve Candlelight service.
The Worship Committee is involved in all aspects of the Worship Experience at First Presbyterian. Tony Williams, our music director, is an integral part of our committee working in our various musical groups and arranging very special music for Christmas and Easter seasons. Just a reminder the music groups are off during
July, so if you would like to perform the special music during any July worship service, please let Tony know.
The committee had many discussions during the past two years of the pandemic about how to hold worship
safely and when to bring common worship practices back to the congregation as the pandemic subsided. Our
main objective is to have a safe and meaningful worship experience each
Sunday and on special Holy days.
The Worship Committee meets the second Wednesday of the month at
6:00 pm at the church. In addition to Pastor Michael, members are Jim
Perry and Ian Pettit (moderators), Tony Williams, Pam Davis, Janice
Yearout, Karen Abbott, and Richard Roche. Feel free to submit suggested
agenda items for consideration and/or presentation ahead of any upcoming
meetings.
****************************************************************************************

Guess who turns 100 on June 15th?
Barbara Fleming!
Sandi Martin’s mother, Barbara, has an amazing birthday coming.
If you would like to help celebrate her, send a card or note to the
address below.
31 Executive Park Drive, Apartment # 218
Hendersonville, TN 37075

Celebrating the Graduates at the Picnic

Ben Dye, Lesley Parrotta, Ben McCrary, Isaiah Brew, Presley Settle & Mason Thompson
Awards & Accomplishments of our Seniors
Lesley Parrotta—Finishing her Girl Scout Gold Project this summer
Mason Thompson—Student Council, National Honor Society, varsity tennis captain, Hendersonville Rotary
Club merit recipient
Isaiah Brew—Tennessee Scholar and Louis Armstrong Jazz Award from Merrol Hyde
Ben Dye—Co-Salutatorian, National Honor Society, multiple clubs, AP Scholar with Distinction, AP Capstone
Diploma, Eagle Scout

Presley Settle—National Honor Society, special acknowledgements in English & Psychology
*********************************************************************************************

Drew Covington & Ben Dye

Janice Yearout, Richard Roche, Pam Davis
& Jesse Conner

Richard Roche & Mike Estepp

Ched Yearout

Praise Band Members

Worship & Picnic in the Park

Our Church Family & Friends

Earl, Morgan & Avery Linn

J.T., Casey, Mason & Morgan Thompson

Pastor Michael

Sheryl Trickel, June Still &
Freda Blackwell

Mary Lou & Presley Settle

Mason Thompson

Isaiah Brew

Connie & Pat Booze

Diann Hall

Ben McCrary

More 2021 & 2022 Graduates:
Presley Settle—Presley graduated this year from Oakland High School in
Murfreesboro, TN. In the fall, Presley plans to enter Motlow State Community
College in Smyrna under the Tennessee Promise Program. This summer, Presley
will continue to work at McAlister’s Deli in Murfreesboro. Presley is the daughter of Ben Settle and the granddaughter of Mary Lou Settle.

Ethan Scott Swanson—Ethan graduated from Goodpasture Christian School in
2021 and is attending Western Kentucky University in the Gordon Ford College
of Business. Ethan is pursuing a career in business management. Ethan is the
grandson of Bob & Sandra Scott. He spends his free time working with his
grandparents at Long Hollow Gardens.

Anne Hartley Swanson—Anne is a Goodpasture Christian School and Vanderbilt University graduate, granddaughter of Bob and Sandra Scott, and
daughter of Theresa Scott Swanson. Anne graduated in 2021 with a Master’s
in Pharmacology and is now in medical school at the University of Tennessee
Health Science Center in Memphis. Anne is pursuing a career in pediatric
cardiology.
****************************************************************************************
My sincerest thanks to all of you, my church family, for your love and
concern while I was recovering from surgery earlier this year. You
helped me in so many ways: visits, trips to the doctor and pharmacy,
prayers, cards, food for Bill and me, and phones calls to name a few.
May you enjoy God’s richest blessings for your kindness and caring! Diann Hall
****************************************************************************************
SERMON SCHEDULE
June 5 – Guest Preacher, Tom Tyndall (Michael on vacation)
June 12 – Guest Preacher, Tom Tyndall (Michael on vacation)
June 19 – The Fruit of the Spirit (Men’s Sunday)
June 26 – Freedom for what? Galatians 5:1, 13-25
SESSION ACTION






Prayed for congregation
Affirmed our faith using the session statement of faith
Approved minutes from May meeting
Approved ministry unit reports
Received the pastor’s report

April 2022
Revenue $ 91,161.44
Expenses $ 116,142.76
Shortfall $ -24,981.32

Back in April, Allison became the Music Director and Organist at St. Joseph of Arimathea Episcopal Church here in Hendersonville. With Pentecost coming, we were
sharing our thoughts and ideas about hymns and choir anthems. After consulting
several sources that we use for selecting music, we both noticed the song Sweet,
Sweet Spirit by Doris Akers kept popping up. We learned that Doris Akers composed
around five hundred songs, including Sweet, Sweet Spirit and Lead Me, Guide Me
(both of which are in our hymnal). This sparked an interest in Doris Akers for both
of us.
Doris Akers is considered to be one of the most underrated gospel composers of the 20 th century. She was
born on May 21, 1923, in Brookfield, Missouri. She learned to play the piano at age 6 and wrote her first
song, Keep the Fire Burning in Me at age 10. In the 1930s, she formed a singing group called "Dot and The
Swingsters" with her siblings. At age 22, Doris Akers moved to Los Angeles, California, where, in 1946, gospel singer Sallie Martin recruited her to join her group, The Sallie Martin Singers, as singer and pianist. Sallie
Martin, known as the “Mother of Gospel Music”, worked with Thomas A. Dorsey to promote his music. Martin formed The Sallie Martin Singers in 1940 in Chicago. The group included a young teenage singer and pianist named Ruth Jones who would later become known as Dinah Washington. It was with Sallie Martin that
Doris Akers learned the ins and outs of the music business and published her first song with Martin. After two
years with The Sallie Martin Singers, Akers left to form her group, the Simmons-Akers Trio, with gospel singers Dorothy Simmons and Hattie Hawkins. Over the next several years, the Simmons-Akers Trio released numerous recordings on several different labels. Akers was often referred to as “Miss Gospel Music” and had
the respect and admiration of everyone in the music industry. Doris Akers lived her later years in Minneapolis, Minnesota where she served as Minister of Music at Grace Temple Deliverance Center. She died on July
26, 1995, in Edina, Minnesota from spinal cancer. Doris Akers was inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of
Fame in 2001.
As for her most famous song, Sweet, Sweet Spirit, Akers stated that the song came to her while she was praying with one of her church choirs.
There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,
And I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord.
There are sweet expressions on each face,
And I know they feel the presence of the Lord.
Refrain:
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove,
Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love.
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;
Without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived,
When we shall leave this place.
There are blessings you cannot receive
Till you know Him in His fullness and believe;
You're the one to profit when you say,
"I am going to walk with Jesus all the way."
If you say He saved you from your sin,
Now you're weak, you're bound and cannot enter in,
You can make it right if you will yield,
You'll enjoy the Holy Spirit that we feel.
Tony Williams

Where: Fir st Pr esbyter ian Chur ch
When: Thur sday, June 2nd
Monday, June 20th
Monday, June 27th
Time: 11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS
or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter:
HendersonvilleCM
to schedule an appointment
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Brayden Elliott
Kelly Estepp
Andy Roche
Amy Bish
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