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Dear Friends,

What are you waiting for? Where is your confidence when you are waiting for
something important? I have waited for the United States Postal Service to
locate a late package only to find out they lost it. It showed up three months
later. I have waited for biopsy results, hoping for good news. After a second
biopsy, the results brought joy and relief. On vacation a few weeks ago, I was
playing soccer with Gracie. I decided to show off with the soccer ball and
strained my upper thigh. That “smart” move put a damper on my beach-sports
activities. You have heard the saying, “Act you age.” I was not acting 60
years old! I spent the week waiting for the thigh to heal with a little Advil and
lots of ice.
Waiting. What are you waiting for? My hope in the postal service has waned. My confidence in my body
healing like a young man’s has weakened too. My thigh is still tender! My confidence/faith during my waiting time for the biopsy results was on God. Much better than the postal service and my abilities.
In Psalm 27, the psalmist is waiting for relief from his enemies. The army encamps around him and war surrounds him, but he is confident in God’s abilities to save. The adversaries and evil doers are threatening but
God is his light and salvation. The strength of his life comes from a relationship with God. During the waiting time, this person can have hope that God is near and will be gracious to him. No matter what happens God
holds his life. Even bad things, negative reports, and lost items cannot loosen God’s hold on our lives.
God’s goodness surrounds us. Therefore, “Hope in the Lord! Be strong! Let your heart take courage! Hope
in the Lord!” (27:13-14). John Mayer has a song titled W aiting for the W orld to Change. The song is a complaint about poor leadership, divided media, and a controlling unfair system of government. This particular
generation is “waiting, waiting for the world to change.” The only solution is “one day our generation is gonna rule the population.”

I hope they can do better. However, the Psalm proclaims it is better to wait on the Lord. Humanity and every
generation will always have its faults. That is why we should be waiting for the Lord to bring the change.
The devotional, “The Sanctuary for Lent,” tells us that challenging times will come for all of us. We will all
be waiting for something to happen that is beyond our abilities and resources to fix. These times offer opportunities to grow in God’s grace. “God’s grace is not a replacement or continuation of what used to be, but an
upgrade with enhancements that take us beyond the past!” (from March 5).
When we find ourselves with empty places in our life, may we wait on the Lord knowing his goodness never
leaves us, and may those empty times bring us more into the extraordinary work of God’s restoration and love.
This is the Easter message.
Love and Prayers,

One of the comments I hear frequently from new members and guests is
that First Presbyterian is a very generous church. If there is a need, our
congregation is ready to meet it. The Missions Committee is very grateful
for your generosity! Already this year we have donated supplies to Shower the People, provided a meal for Room in the Inn, and supported both
programs with donations. Looking ahead to later in the year, we will be
collecting food for the Samaritan Center food bank, continuing to support
Community Child Care, and hosting a food packing event for Rise
Against Hunger.
We would also like to highlight another new program that FPC Missions
is supporting. Matthew 25 is a food pantry that is hosted by Glencliff
Presbyterian Church and is supported by the Presbytery of
Middle Tennessee and Nourish Food Bank. Families can
visit the food bank and receive enough food to serve a family
of 4-5 for a week. A group from our church volunteers at
Matthew 25 the first Saturday of each month. If you would
like to help one Saturday, please reach out to Evelyn Kemp.
The commitment is just a few hours and is very rewarding!
The Missions Committee meets the first Monday of the
month. In addition to Pastor Michael, members are Eva Dye
and Joseph Ottevaere (moderators), Mitzi Head, Evelyn
Kemp, Ann Lott, Diane Swan, Sandi Martin, Barb Brooks,
and Connie Allen. Feel free to join us at our next meeting!

Recent Zoom Meeting

****************************************************************************************

One of the first things a person in crisis needs is food. Hendersonville Samaritan Center helps meet this need
in our community with their food pantry. Our church is supporting the collection of food for the center during
the month of April. Please consider making a donation. You may leave your items in the bin at the side entry
of the church. They are currently in need of the following items:













Plain tuna packets
Boxed macaroni & cheese
Cream soups (cream of chicken, celery) any brand
Canned meat: canned chicken, hams, corned beef or roast beef hash, beef stew, Vienna sausages, salmon
Canned evaporated milk
Canned vegetables: lima beans, refried beans, great northern beans, black-eyed
peas, green peas, potatoes
Bags (2 or 4 lb.) granulated sugar
Saltine crackers
Boxed Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper & Chicken Helper
Pasta and rice sides (pouches or small boxes)
Jiffy corn muffin mix
Boxed potato casseroles

Now that we are into the Lenten season, I have been planning for our
Maundy Thursday service. One of the pieces that the choir is going to sing
is the spiritual “Were You There?” This song is believed to be a Negro
Spiritual created by slaves in the United States sometime during the early
to middle 1800s. It was included in the Hymnal 1940 of the Episcopal
Church making it the first Negro Spiritual to be included in an American
hymnal. Since that time, it has been included in almost every hymnal in
the United States and has been recorded by numerous artists from classical
singers to jazz artists to country music artists. Many people have arranged
this spiritual for solo voice, choir, piano, and organ. When singer Paul
Robeson performed a version of this song in Indianapolis, Indiana, a critic
from the Indianapolis News stated about Robeson’s rendition:
“It was as startling and vivid a disclosure of reverent feeling of penetrating pathos as one could
imagine”.
The song describes the events of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ from the perspective of a person who witnessed the events. It has been said that few hymns have captured the pathos of those events. In many hymnals, there are five verses, which tell of Jesus being nailed to the cross (referred to in the hymn as a “tree”),
being pierced in the side, being laid in the tomb and the sun not shining after his death. The words “O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble” shows just how horrific these events were to watch. To me, it
makes the listener feel as if they are there witnessing the events.
1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (Were you there?)
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (Were you there?)

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? (Were you there?)
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? (Were you there?)
3 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? (Were you there?)
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they pierced him in the side? (Were you there?)
4 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? (Were you there?)
Were you there when the sun refused to shine?
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? (Were you there?)
5 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? (Were you there?)
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? (Were you there?)
On a personal note, when I served as the Service Organist for the Presbyterian Association of Musicians 2018
Worship and Music Conference in Montreat, North Carolina, we sang this hymn as part of our Palm Sunday/
Passion Sunday service (which was held on a Wednesday morning). As we sang it, I played each verse softer
than the previous until the last verse, which we sang acapella. Doing it this way was a spur of the moment
decision. Imagine around 1000 people singing this hymn with no accompaniment for the last verse. I found it
to be very moving. As we approach Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, I encourage you to think about these
words. - Tony Williams

“Happiness can be found even in the darkest of times, if one only remembers to
turn on the light” Dumbledore from The Prisoner of Azkaban, Harry Potter
Remember to turn on the light. There are several scriptures reminding us to turn
on the light.
 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path – Psalm 119:105
 The Lord is my light and my salvation – Psalm 27:1
 Jesus says, “I am the light of the world” – John 8:12
In our darkest times, may we remember to go to the light of the world to light our way.
****************************************************************************************

Richard Roche, March Speaker
Sunshine Ministry Group

Mary Leah Venable
&

Great time had by all—Richard had everyone laughing

Carol Thompson

DAILY BIBLE READINGS—APRIL
April 1
April 2
April 3

Deuteronomy 27-30; Psalm 48
Deuteronomy 31-34; Psalm 49
Reflection

April 4
April 5
April 6
April 7
April 8
April 9
April 10

James 1-2; Psalm 50
James 3-5; Psalm 51
Joshua 1-3; Psalm 52
Joshua 4-6; Psalm 53
Joshua 7-9; Psalm 54
Joshua 10-12; Psalm 55
Reflection

April 11
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 15
April 16
April 17

Joshua 13-15; Psalm 56
Joshua 16-18; Psalm 57
Joshua 19-21; Psalm 58
Joshua 22-24; Psalm 59
Matthew 1-4; Psalm 60
Matthew 5-7; Psalm 61
Reflection

April 18
April 19
April 20
April 21
April 22
April 23
April 24

Matthew 8-10; Psalm 62
Matthew 11-13; Psalm 63
Matthew 14-16; Psalm 64
Matthew 17-19; Psalm 65
Matthew 20-22; Psalm 66
Matthew 23-25; Psalm 67
Reflection

April 25
April 26
April 27
April 28
April 29
April 30

Matthew 26-28; Psalm 68
Judges 1-3; Psalm 69:1-18
Judges 4-6; Psalm 69:19-36
Judges 7-9; Psalm 70
Judges 10-12; Psalm 71
Reflection

*************************************************************************************************

Daily Bible Reading
In 2022, the daily Bible reading schedule will
take you on a journey between the Old and New
Testament books. There will be three or four
chapters a day. Each month consists of 25 readings. You will have several days each month
(during and at the end of the month) to reflect on
your favorite selections or catchup on missed
readings.

Look who showed up at Praise Band
practice recently!
Does he look familiar?

Pastor Michael teaching about Goliath
during Children’s Chapel
to the DaySchool children

****************************************************************************************

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

3

4

5

6

7

8

9:00 am Sunday
School

10:00 am Sew
Many Blessings

11:00 am Staff
Meeting

8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study

11:00 am Zoom
Bible Study

7:30 pm NA
Meeting in MH

10:00 am WorshipCommunion

10:00 am Crochet
Group

6:30 pm Praise
Band Practice

1:00 pm Watercolor Class

11:00 am Handbell
Choir Practice

6:00 pm Missions
Meeting

6:00 pm Worship
Meeting

11:00 am Youth Gathering

6:00 pm Education Meeting

7:00 pm Adult
Choir

7:00 pm NA
Meeting in MH

7:00 pm NA
Meeting in MH

10
9:00 am Sunday
School

11
10:00 am Sew
Many Blessings

12
10:00 am PW
Bible Study

13
8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study

14
11:00 am Zoom
Bible Study

15
7:30 pm NA
Meeting in MH

10:00 am Worship

10:00 am Crochet
Group

6:30 pm Praise
Band Practice

10:00 am Membership Meeting

7:00 pm Maundy

Good Friday –
Floral Cross

6:30 pm Budget &
Finance Meeting

Thursday Service - Communion

11:00 am Cong. Care
Meeting

2

7:30 pm NA
Meeting in MH

April 2022

11:00 am Handbell
Choir Practice

Saturday

Friday

7:00 pm NA
Meeting in MH

7:00 pm Adult
Choir

Palm Sunday

9

16

7:00 pm NA
Meeting in MH
17

18

19

20

21

22

9:00 am Sunday
School

10:00 am Sew
Many Blessings

10:30 am Sunshine Ministry

8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study

11:00 am Zoom
Bible Study

7:30 pm NA
Meeting in MH

10:00 am Worship

10:00 am Crochet
Group

6:30 pm Praise
Band Practice

1:00 pm Watercolor Class

28
11:00 am Zoom
Bible Study

29
7:30 pm NA
Meeting in MH

11:00 am Handbell
Choir Practice
11:00 am Brunch &
Egg Hunt - Easter
One Great Hour of
Sharing

7:00 pm Session
Meeting

7:00 pm Adult
Choir

7:00 pm NA
Meeting in MH

7:00 pm NA
Meeting in MH
Window Deadline

24
9:00 am Sunday
School

25
10:00 am Sew
Many Blessings

10:00 am Worship

10:00 am Crochet
Group

7:00 pm Adult
Choir

7:00 pm NA
Meeting in MH

7:00 pm NA
Meeting in MH

11:00 am Handbell
Choir Practice

23

26
6:30 pm Praise
Band Practice

27
8:00 am Men’s
Bible Study

30

SERMON SCHEDULE
April 3 – The Prodigal older son, Luke 15:1-3; 11-32 (communion)
April 10 – The Day the Lord has made, Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (Palm Sunday)
April 17 – Where are you looking for Jesus? Luke 24:13-49 (Easter)
April 24 –Making room for others, Hebrews 13:1-6
SESSION ACTION


Prayed for congregation



Affirmed our faith using the new statement of faith



Approved minutes from February 21



Approved ministry unit reports
 Heard reports from Membership and Worship



Heard pastor’s report

February 2022
Revenue $ 44,374.65
Expenses $ 47,508.09
Shortfall $ -3,133.44

****************************************************************************************
Holy Week Schedule
April 10 - Palm and Passion Sunday, we will move from the celebration of
Palm Sunday to the sadness of the Cross.
April 14 - Maundy Thursday with choir leading and communion
April 17 - Easter, including the floral cross, worship, and lunch

Each day during Holy Week there will be an inspirational email sent to you.

Easter Floral Cross
The Floral Cross will be erected on Good Friday. Please remember to bring
some fresh flowers to assist with decorating on Easter Sunday Morning. This
is a beautiful memorial to help us remember our Risen Savior Jesus Christ and
to celebrate all God’s beauty and creations. It is a great background for photos
so you might want to bring your camera to capture a memory.

Easter Sunday, April 17th
Potluck Brunch & Egg Hunt
Beginning at 11:00 a.m.
Church to provide ham and drinks
We are asking for your contributions
to round out the meal

(See bulletin for details)
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